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Septage Management 
For A Cleaner 
Environment

Residential  Commercial
Septic, Sewer & Drain Services

Serving Talbot, Caroline, Dorchester, 
Kent and Queen Anne’s Counties

Expect Fast, Efficient 
and Economical Service

Our services 
include:
 Septic Tank 
Cleaning
 Grease Trap 
Maintenance
 Drainfield 
Restoration
 Storm Drains & Culverts Cleaned
 High Pressure Water Jetting
 Vac-Con Jet/Vac Service
 Color TV Pipeline Inspection
 Electronic Pipeline Location
 Goulds Pumps
 EPA-Approved Septic Tank Additives

$30 Off
Septic Tank Cleaning
or Drainline Service

(not valid with any other offer)

Fast 24 Hour 7 day a week service - call anytime. 

Contact Us Today
410-820-8701 or

1-888-MR-ROOTER
www.mrrootermdde.com
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3030

World travelers on the wing
  Few sights in nature are more re-
markable than a Monarch butterfly 
riding the autumn winds southward, 
traveling hundreds of miles toward a 
destination it has never seen before.

1212   
When it comes to land-
scaping, a huge decision-
making point is what we 
find visually pleasing — 
and often what pleases 
us visually ends up be-
ing something we are not 
very used to seeing.

Invasive ornamentalsInvasive ornamentals

1818   
 A new home buying quiz 
reveals a stark disconnect: 
most aspiring first-time 
buyers believe they’re 
ready to buy a home, but 
fundamental knowledge 
gaps suggest otherwise.
Consider a typical would-
be buyer who’s saved for 
years.

First time home buyer?First time home buyer?

3636   
 What does it mean when 
brown patches show up in 
a perfectly healthy lawn? 
The truth is, it could be 
anything from drought to 
dog urine, fungal diseases, 
pests or too much fertil-
izer.

Grubs always to blame?Grubs always to blame?
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SIMPLYSIMPLY
THE BESTTHE BEST

Patriot Z, Heavy duty residential/Patriot Z, Heavy duty residential/
commercialcommercial

52” to 61” decks52” to 61” decks
Suspension SeatSuspension Seat

Ground speeds up to 10 MPHGround speeds up to 10 MPH

FINISH
CUT

www.SCAG.com

The Scag SFC30 Finish-Cut Walk-Behind 
mower...  This is the mower you’ve been 
waiting for.  This 30” mower packs big 
productivity and versatility into its compact 
form.  On the job, or at home, the SFC30 
will deliver a beautiful, professional quality-
of-cut to your lawn.

The 30” cutter deck is fully welded and 
fabricated using ultra-strong, military-grade 
steel for maximum toughness, along with 
reduced weight.

Equipped with everything you need for 
3-in-1 versatility (side discharge, mulching, 
bagging), the Scag SFC30 will help you 
get the job done.

Pre-production and pilot-production units 
shown in photos. Actual product may vary. 

SFC30-7CVSFC30-7CV
Finish-Cut Walk-Behind Mower

SIMPLY THE BRAVE
“FIRST RESPONDERS & MILITARY,  ACTIVE OR RETIRED,  GET 

15% OFF LIST PRICE ON SCAG EQUIPMENT. 

Find � e Find � e 
Residential or Residential or 
Commercial Commercial 
Model � at’s Model � at’s 

Right For You!Right For You!

FACTORY AUTHORIZED FACTORY AUTHORIZED 
SALES, PARTS, AND SERVICESALES, PARTS, AND SERVICE

106 Washington Street, Cambridge, MD
www.easternservicecorporation.com

410-228-0300
Family owned and operated since 1938

We Service What We Sell!

Fall’s The Perfect Time To Hit The Street Or Trail 
DON’T MISS OUR BACK TO SCHOOL SALE

Windone RM7 Trail Bike 
Top Speed :37 MPH
Range : 45 Miles
Payload: 265 lbs.
Hydraulic disc brakes and 
much more

HiBoy EX6F Fat Tire
Top Speed: 25MPH
Step-thru design
Range: Up to 75 Miles
Hydraulic Disc Brakes
Foldable & much more

HiBoy P7 Street & Commuter
Top Speed: 25MPH
Range: up to 68 miles
27.5X2.2 Mountain tires

Sales, Parts & Service
106 Washington Street, Cambridge, MD

www.easternservicecorporation.com
410-228-0300
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Recently, we celebrated the first 
day of school, and as I welcomed 
a brand-new group of second 
graders into my classroom, I 
greeted everyone with a cheerful, 
“Happy New Year!”

I know, I know. The calendar 
says September, not January. 

But as a teacher, the beginning 
of a new school year has always 
felt a lot like the start of a new 
year to me. 

There are new faces, new 
schedules and new routines. 

The slower, less-structured days 
of summer give way to alarm 
clocks, packed lunches, practices, 
homework and calendars that 
suddenly seem a whole lot fuller. 

I’m already feeling tired but 
in a good way. I did something 
productive. 

Do I miss being able to stay 
up, sleep in and stay in my 
pajamas with my favorite basset 
hound in my lap? 

Of course. But in many ways, 
the reset is just what I need. 

September gives us a chance 
to settle back into routines, take 

a look at what is — and isn’t — 
working in our everyday lives, 
and make a few small changes 
before the hectic holiday season 
sneaks up on us. 

And unlike January, when we 
sometimes feel pressure to make 
big resolutions and completely 
reinvent ourselves, a September 
reset can be much simpler. The 
cooler temperatures don’t hurt, 
either! 

So before fall gets into full 
swing, I’m hitting the reset but-
ton in a few areas of my own life. 

Here are seven simple Septem-
ber resets that might make your 
days a little easier, too.

Reset Your Calendar
September has a funny way of 

going from zero to 60. School 
starts, sports and ac-

Reset and calm down your busy September

By Kristine George
Swe

et S
imp

licit
y
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www.monterayfarms.com  |  www.monterayfarms.com  |  410-820-7575410-820-7575

Come Join usCome Join us
AUTUMN
SIPS & STEMS
September 24, 2026
Monteray Farms
31693 Clarks Wharf Rd. 
Trappe, MD.

Autumn Vibes: 
Join us for a delightful 

garden experience 
featuring

Floral arranging**
 in a relaxed, 

laid-back atmosphere.
Soothing music and 

Refreshing cocktails** 
to enjoy while you 

create.
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ADVANTAGES TO OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM:

• Energy efficient homes

• A reduction of heating & air conditioning tonnage

• Draft free environment!

• Improved indoor air quality

• Comfort throughout the home

• Quiet homes

• Eco-Friendly!

• Dust Free!

Not all insulation is created equal!

For Free Estimates Contact Ron
410-924-4819

www.foamworksllc.com
MHIC#126344

Spray in placepolyurethane foam insulation!

If you can build it,we can insulate it!

Ridgely, MD
ron@foamworksllc.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

What’s under your roof?
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A wide range of crops do well when planted in late summer for fall harvest. 

Many people think that the end 
of  summer is the time that the gar-
dening season starts to wind down. 

The reality is landscape plants, 
lawns and vegetables do grow and 
thrive this time of  year. 

I mention this because fall is really 
the best time for planting, trans-
planting and gardening in general. 

The many benefits of  fall garden-
ing include, a decline in the insect 
pest activity, a drop in air tem-
peratures while the soil stays warm 
from the summer sun for good 
root development. Many common 
lawn and garden weeds tend to slow 
down or disappear when fall arrives. 

Because of  fall’s cooler air tem-
peratures and predictable precipita-
tion, plants are able to grow stron-
ger with minimal stress. 

We also seem to have additional 
rainfall, which provides abundant 
moisture for plants. 

That moisture allows for more 
available nutrients to be absorbed 
by the plant, which result in thriving 
and healthier plants. 

Late August and into early Sep-
tember is the ideal time to transition 
from the summer vegetable grow-
ing season. 

Prepare your garden by remov-
ing all harvested plants and debris, 
check your garden soil pH, provide 
some new organic matter or com-
post, and get your seeds or trans-
plants in the ground. 

Be sure to provide some nutrients 
like Espoma’s Gardentone, and a 
liquid starter fertilizer to help jump-
start any newly planted seeds and 
transplants. 

A wide range of  crops do well 
when planted in late summer for 
fall harvest.

Leafy greens, lettuce, Swiss chard, 
arugula, spinach, broccoli, brussels 
sprouts, kale and cau-

It’s time to review fall gardening

By Ken Morgan

Ken
-Do

 Att
itud

e

(PAGE 46)          
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802 Crystal Avenue, Denton, MD 21629
410.479.1233 - www.choptanksupply.com

LIKE US on Facebook!

Give us a call for pricing and 
rental reservations!

CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

 Rakes 

 Grass Seed 

 Fertilizer 

 Grubex 

 Spreaders 

 Weed Control 

 Mulch 

 Decorative 
Gravel 

 Pavers 

 Equipment 
Rental 

 Hardware 
 

COME SEE US FOR YOUR DIY PROJECTS, 
BIG OR SMALL! 

 
NEED LUMBER?   

We’ve got you covered!! 

802 Crystal Avenue, Denton, MD  21629 
(right behind B&R Auto Parts) 

410.479.1233  www.choptanksupply.com 

We also 
carry  

PAINT! 

Find us online at www.truevalue.com  
We offer FREE site‐to‐store shipping! 
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Rental Equipment, Landscape 
Material, Gardening, Lumber, 
Electrical, Decorative Gravel, 

Hardware, Plumbing Mulch/Stone, 
Clothing/Footwear, 

Propane Filling Station

Stihl FS38 Trimmer 
SPECIAL PRICE 
$129.95

Delivery Available on 
Bulk Mulch!
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Gardening, Lumber, Electrical, Decorative Gravel, Hardware, Plumbing, Mulch/Stone, 
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CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

©2017 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®.

®BARGAINS    MONTHof 
the

Mar17 BOM Ad - Zones TXZ

Gal. Extended Control 
Weed & Grass Killer  
L 161 996 B4  While supplies last.
* $3 mail-in rebate. Limit 2 rebates.  
Customer responsible for taxes and fees. 

SAVE 25% or more

4999
6-Cu.-Ft. Steel Wheelbarrow  
Seamless metal tray. Pneumatic wheel with 
2-ply tire.  T 588 683 1  While supplies last. 

2299

 -300
sale price

mail-in rebate*

2399

 -200
sale price

mail-in rebate*

1999
FINAL PRICE

2199
FINAL PRICE

5,000-Sq.-Ft. Coverage
30-0-4 Turf Builder® with 
Halts® Crabgrass Preventer  
L 161 991 40  While supplies last. 
* $2 mail-in rebate. Limit 2 rebates.  
Customer responsible for taxes and fees.

4299
30-Lb. Dog Food  
High prairie formula: bison, venison 
and lamb. Grain free.  H 159 992 1   
While supplies last. 

HOT DEAL!499
20-Lb. Wild Bird Food 
L 501 272 1  While supplies last. 

10-Lb. Black Oil Sunflower 
Bird Seed  L 106 118 1  
While supplies last. 

YOUR CHOICE

SAVE 35% or more

799
YOUR CHOICE

HOT DEAL!

NaturalAire Microparticle Furnace Filters
 Choose 16x20x1, 16x25x1, 20x20x1 or 20x25x1.  
F 214 021, 023, 026, 028 F6  
While supplies last.

CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.
802 Crystal Avenue
Denton, MD 21629

(410) 479-1233
www.choptanksupply.com

                                 Store Hours
Monday - Friday   6:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday               7:00AM - 2:00PM
Sunday                 9:00AM - 1:00PM

Sale ends 3/31/2017

FREE Shipping to our store on your TrueValue.com orders.

NEW STORE HOURS 
Monday thru Friday    
 6:00AM -  6:00PM 

NEW WEEKEND HOURS
Saturday 7:00AM  - 4:00 PM  
Sunday 9:00AM – 3:00 PM

Delivery Available 
on Bulk Mulch!

NEW Scissor Lift available for rent at Choptank Supply. 
Please give us a call for details, pricing and availability. 
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Hostas are wonderful herba-
ceous perennials that thrive in 
morning sun and dappled shade. 

They prefer moist, slightly acid-
ic, organically rich, well-drained 
soils. 

Once established, they can tol-
erate dry shade for short periods 
of  time. 

Like most herbaceous perenni-
als, the foliage dies back during 
the cold winter months, but new 
leaves emerge as soon as tempera-
tures begin to warm in the spring.

The colorful leaves form 
mounding clumps as they emerge 
from the soil. 

A hosta’s range greatly in size, 
from dwarf  cultivars that grow 
less than 4 inches tall to miniature 
cultivars that reach 4–6 inches tall, 
medium cultivars that grow 6–10 

inches tall, large cultivars that 
reach 18–28 inches tall, and giant 
cultivars that can grow more than 
28 inches tall. 

Dwarf  and miniature hosta 
thrive in small gardens and are 
excellent for borders, edging, and 
rock gardens. 

Small and medium-sized hosta 

make excellent ground covers, 
while large and giant hosta add 
depth, texture, and dramatic foli-
age to the shade garden.

Each cultivar can have distinctly 
colored leaves, including green, 
blue, gold, medio-variegated foli-
age with dark margins and lighter 
centers, or marginally variegated 
foliage with light margins sur-
rounding darker centers. 

The leaves also vary in shape 
and may be heart-shaped, round-
ed, narrow and oval with a point-
ed tip, or broadly oval. 

Leaf  margins can be smooth 
or wavy, while the texture may be 
waxy, smooth, glossy, or heavily 
textured. 

All Hosta leaves have parallel 
veins, which can also vary in color 
from green and yellow 

Hostas feature colorful leaves, various sizes

By Ginny Rosenkranz
Gar

den
ing

 Tip
s
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Teams of Four 
$500

Individual Shooters
$150

Spots Still Available! Register Today

talbotchamber.org

ForFor sUCCESSsUCCESSSHOOTSHOOT

AIMING FOR AAIMING FOR AAIMING FOR AAIMING FOR A
   STROSTROSTRONGER WORKFORCE!NGER WORKFORCE!NGER WORKFORCE! STRONGER WORKFORCE!

Proceeds benefit the Talbot Chamber Foundation, Inc, a 501(C)(3) nonprofit.
Investing in people. Strengthening Our Future

Friday, October 2, 2026
Registration Opens 9am

SPORTING CLAYS TOURNAMENT

REGISTRANTS
RECEIVE

50 Targets
Eye & Ear
Protection

& 2 BOXES
OF SHELLS!

HOT BBQ
LUNCH BY:

Gun Raffle
Weatherby
Element II

12 Gauge
28” Barrel
2+1 Capacity
Semi-automatic
Black synthetic stock

410-822-4653

The Point at Pintail
Queenstown, MD

SCAN
ME
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If your checking account 
doesn’t reward you, 

it’s time to switch.

(410) 827-8881 
www.QueenstownBank.com

Checking That Pays!

With QRewards Plus and QRewards Cash Back checking, we have 
two ways to have your checking account reward you.

Plus, add a QRewards Savings account and add to your rewards!
To learn more, visit us at QueenstownBank.com, visit any of our nine 

Eastern Shore branches or call us, we pick up the phone!
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Barberry shrubs produce many berries that birds and wildlife eat then distributeBarberry shrubs produce many berries that birds and wildlife eat then distribute.

(Photo courtesy L.J. Mehrhoff)

hen it comes to landscap-
ing, a huge decision-mak-

ing point is what we find visu-
ally pleasing — and often what 
pleases us visually ends up being 
something we are not very used 
to seeing, meaning that we pick 
plants that seem more exotic to 
us so we can marvel at their sur-
prising (to us) beauty.

This is all good and nice but the 
problem appears when we realize 
that many of  those plants appear 
exotic to us because they are ex-
otic to the region we live in! 

This means that if  we select 
them to plant in our landscapes, 
we are actually adding to our 

environment species that are not 
necessarily native to where we live 
— which can have pretty drastic 
consequences. 

I want to talk about a potential 
solution that has fairly recently 
been proposed to the use of  such 
plants: sterile varieties.

Not all exotic plants will have 
negative effects on our environ-
ment, but some of  them do. 

Those that do are considered 
invasive species, and they can 
create a lot of  trouble in our local 
ecosystems. 

Invasive plants tend to grow 
faster than other native plants, 
often overrunning the spaces they 
grow in, spreading very quickly, 
and eventually “choking” or out-

competing local species, which 
end up dying out and/or becom-
ing unable to survive in the pres-
ence of  the invasive plant. 

Some good examples of  this be-
havior of  invasive plants in Mary-
land are the Chinese and Japanese 
Wisteria vines and the English Ivy, 
all of  which effectively cover trees 
and can eventually choke and pull 
them down to their death.

In Maryland, this issue has been 
recognized not just by ecologists, 
but also by lawmakers, who have 
started to regulate the selling of  
specific species to properly sup-
port the protection (and recovery) 
of  our local plant communities. 

Among the most recent addi-
tions to these regulations are the 

W
Story by Anahí Espíndola

Be on lookout for invasive ornamentals and sterile varieties
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ban on selling several bamboo 
species, English Ivy, exotic Wis-
terias, and several very invasive 
grasses (among other species). 

You can check the most up-to-
date list of  these species at the 
Maryland Department of  Agri-
culture by visiting https://mda.
maryland.gov/. 

The Maryland Department of  
Natural Resources also hosts a 
website with a lot of  information 
about exotic species (plants and 
others): https://dnr.maryland.
gov/Invasives/Pages/Invasive-
Description.aspx

Ideally, if  we do not want to 
harm local habitats, the best de-
cision is to refrain from planting 
invasive species, because they are 
really hard to properly control 
and prevent their spread, espe-
cially when there is bird-mediated 
fruit dispersal or stolon-mediated 
dispersal.

An alternative, however, is the 
selection of  varieties that are 
unable to spread because they 
are sterile or do not have proper 
structures to do so. 

These are varieties that exist for 
some ornamentals/exotics, and 
that are in some cases exempted 
from the regulations that I was 
mentioning above. 

A number of  examples are non-
invasive bamboo varieties, some 
Berberis cultivars such as “Lemon 
Glow” and “Crimson Cutie” and 
even some almost-sterile Buddleja 
cultivars including “Flutterby,” 
“Lo and Behold” varieties de-
veloped by several university 
programs. 

A note on some of  these cul-
tivars is that although some of  
them are labeled “sterile,” they 
may or may not be fully sterile. 

Some of  them have indeed been 
shown to, in some cases, produce 
some fertile offspring although 
way fewer than their fertile coun-
terparts.

Generally, when considering 
exotic ornamentals for our green 
spaces, it is worth making it a 
practice of  first informing our-
selves about their potential for 
invasiveness. 

Then, if  the potential is there, 
another good practice is to look 
for potential alternatives (Do we 
really need to plant that specific 
plant? Are there less-harmful vari-
eties? Are there native alternatives 
that can be planted instead?)

To make these decisions, a 
good tool to consider is the NC 
Extension Gardener toolkit , 
at https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/
find_a_plant/, where species and 

varieties are listed and can be fil-
tered out by (among other traits) 
their potential for invasiveness/
weediness. 

The Maryland Invasive Species 
Council has also put together a list 
of  species that have invasiveness 
potential (independently of  regu-
lations) and are thus of  concern. 

A new tool from the University 
of  Maryland Extension Maryland 
Native Plants Project can help you 
search and filter for native plants, 
so you can potentially choose a 
native plant which will suit your 
needs and benefit our eco-system: 
Maryland Native Plant Finder 
tool, available at https://mdna-
tiveplants.umd.edu/.

(Editor’s note: Anahí Espíndola is 
an associate professor of entomology 
at the University of Maryland, Col-
lege Park.)

In the Eastern United States, English Ivy can effectively take over a forested In the Eastern United States, English Ivy can effectively take over a forested 
areaarea.

(Photo courtesy Chris Evans, University of Illinois, bugwood.org)
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to reddish purple.
Some popular cultivars include “Blue Mouse 

Ears,” a small Hosta that grows only about 8 inch-
es tall and 19 inches wide. 

It has blue green, slightly 
cupped, rounded leaves and 
produces pale purple flow-
ers. 

“Blue Cadet” is a medium-
sized Hosta with rounded, 
heart-shaped blue-green to 
dark green leaves and laven-
der flowers. 

“Bressingham Blue” has large blue foliage with a 
waxy coating on oval-shaped leaves that taper to a 
sharp point, along with fragrant white, bell-shaped 
flowers.

“Gold Standard” has large oval leaves that taper 
to a sharp point, with dark green edges surround-
ing yellow-gold centers. 

It produces fragrant, pale lavender flowers on 
stems that can reach 30 inches tall. 

“Patriot”’ has dark green leaves surrounded by 
an extra-wide creamy yellow margin that matures 
to pure white. 

It also produces light lavender flowers on stems 
approximately 30 inches tall. 

“Wide Brim” is a medium-sized Hosta with 
broad, oval, dark green, quilted leaves surrounded 
by wide, irregular, creamy white margins that may 
sometimes have a yellow tint. 

Its flowers are pale lavender.
During the summer, hosta provide even more 

color when their fragrant, bell-shaped flowers 
emerge. 

Flower colors can range from white to lavender 
and purple. 

When in bloom, hosta can attract humming-
birds, butterflies, native bees, and other pollinators.

Although many gardeners, including myself, are 
not happy when it happens, both deer and rabbits 
are also attracted to the colorful foliage as a source 
of  food. 

Despite this challenge, the tremendous variety 
of  leaf  colors, sizes, shapes, and textures makes 
hosta an outstanding addition to almost any shade 
garden.

(Editor’s Note: Ginny Rosenkranz is a commercial 
horticulture specialist with the University of  Maryland 
Extension..)

(FROM PAGE 10)          

Front Load Dumpster 
Service

(2, 4, 6,  & 8 Yard)

Solid Waste & Recycling

30 Yard Roll-Offs

A Local Family Business

info@talbotwaste.com

410-829-8644

Weekly/Biweekly
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THE BEST ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL THINGS HOME INTERIOR!

BEST BUY
Supply Inc.

Your Best Buy for Home Interiors

Celebrating

Since 1984

Cabinets, Granite/Quartz Countertops, Ceramic Tile, Carpet,
Hardwood & Laminate, Doors, Windows &Window Treatments, and More!

410-228-3800 • BestBuySupplyInc.com • 410-822-7226
3001 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge, MD 21613 LICENSE #23572
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B
ig Rooster M

all

Antiques · Vintage
Local Artisans · & More

Over 100
Vendor Spaces

Spaces
Available For

Rent

125 Kemp Lane, Easton, MD 21601

Open Tuesday - Saturday | 10:00am - 4:00pm

(410) 936-7400 | @bigroostermall

Fall Festivals    |    33

Fall Fest at Fifer’s
EAT.  SHOP.  PICK.  PLAY.

- Corn Maze + U-Play Activities

- Pumpkin Patch

- Apple Picking

- Pumpkin-Palooza Photo Op Area

- Tractor Train Rides

- Fresh Apple Cider, Kettle Corn, Cider Donuts

- Lunch & Ice Cream

Buy Tickets Online & Save! 
Fifers.com

Paradise Found...
Let us create one for you!

Paradise Found...
Let us create one for you!
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Paradise Found...
Let us create one for you!

Paradise Found...
Let us create one for you!

COMPLIMENTARY GUEST ROOM
For the Host on Event Night

COMPLIMENTARY TOAST
Sparkling Wine or Signature Cocktail 

COOKIE FAVORS
Individually Packaged Parting Gift

WAIVED VENUE FEE

HALFWAY 
to the 

HOLIDAYS

AN EARLY INVITATION TO THE SEASON
 Book now, and we’ll layer in thoughtful, festive

touches that elevate your December celebration.

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY THIS SUMMER AND ENJOY
THE FOLLOWING ENHANCEMENTS 

HOLIDAY INSPIRED TABLE DÉCOR
Created by Our Resident Horticulturist

Enhancements By Guest Count
20 OR MORE GUESTS
Includes all holiday enhancements.

13 - 19 GUESTS 
Includes waived venue fee, holiday-
inspired décor, and your choice of a
complimentary toast or cookie favors.

12 GUESTS AND UNDER
Join us at STARS Restaurant for a festive
holiday dining experience.

bharding@innatperrycabin.com443-258-2236 BOOK NOW
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gnew homebuying quiz re-
veals a stark disconnect: most 

aspiring first-time buyers believe 
they’re ready to buy a home, but 
fundamental knowledge gaps sug-
gest otherwise.

Consider a typical would-be 
buyer. 

She’s saved for years, tracks 
listings daily, knows her pre-

ferred neighborhoods, and has 
consumed endless checklists and 
videos about buying a home. She 
feels prepared.

Then she takes a 12-question 
home-buying quiz and gets only 
three answers right.

Her experience is far from 
unique. 

A recent Wells Fargo survey 
conducted by Ipsos found that 
nearly 70 percent of  prospective 

first-time homebuyers believe 
they understand the process. 

Yet roughly three-quar ters 
couldn’t correctly answer even 
half  the questions. 

Out of  more than 2,000 respon-
dents, only one answered all 12 
correctly.

The results point to a troubling 
confidence gap where mistakes 
can be especially costly. Buying 
a home is a long-term financial 

America’s first-time home buyers feel ready
(The facts say otherwise)

Story, photo by StatePoint

A
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commitment that shapes a house-
hold’s future for decades. 

Overestimating knowledge in-
creases the risk of  delays, higher 
costs, and unnecessary financial 
strain.

The quiz was conducted March 
5–13, testing foundational con-
cepts affecting affordability and 
competitiveness, such as when to 
apply for a mortgage, how closing 
costs work, down payment strate-
gies, and structuring offers. 

The findings suggest many first-
time buyers lack understanding of  
the most consequential steps.

Only 25 percent knew the cor-
rect timing to apply for a mort-

gage, an error that can derail 
transactions before the home 
search begins. 

Nearly 90 percent misunder-
stood closing costs, leaving buyers 
vulnerable to large, last-minute 
expenses that could reach tens of  
thousands of  dollars. 

More than 75 percent believed 
a larger down payment is always 
better, overlooking strategies that 
could preserve savings or improve 
financial flexibility.

Even more striking, 88% were 
unclear about the very first steps 
in the process. 

Four in five would make serious 
offer mistakes, including reveal-
ing their maximum pre-approval 
amount to sellers — instantly 
weakening their negotiating posi-
tion. 

For many respondents, realizing 
they had the process backward 
— house first, financing later — 
served as a wake-up call.

“These results should be a 
wake-up call for everyone in the 
industry,” said Rulon Washing-
ton, Customer Growth Segments 
executive at Wells Fargo Home 
Lending. “We’re seeing confident, 
motivated buyers entering one of  
the most significant financial de-
cisions of  their lives with critical 
blind spots.”

Where buyers get information 
may explain the disconnect. 

Most relied on friends, family, 
real estate websites, and search 
engines. 

Only about one-third consulted 
lenders or financial professionals, 
the experts best positioned to 
provide personalized guidance.

Younger buyers were especially 
likely to turn to social media 
influencers, viral videos and AI 

tools, while older buyers leaned 
on banks and advisors. 

The risk isn’t curiosity, it’s over-
simplification. 

Short-form content often strips 
away crucial nuance, glossing over 
differences in credit profiles, debt 
levels, local markets, and long-
term trade-offs.

These gaps have real conse-
quences, and the cost isn’t just 
measured in dollars, it’s measured 
in financial stress, missed oppor-
tunities and dreams deferred.

Misunderstanding closing costs 
can cause deals to collapse. 

Poor timing on mortgage ap-
plications can push buyers out 
of  competitive markets. Misjudg-
ing down-payment strategies can 
drain emergency savings or lock 
borrowers into avoidable costs for 
the life of  a loan. 

Small mistakes can compound 
into years of  preventable financial 
stress.

There is, however, a bright spot. 
Nearly two-thirds of  quiz-takers 
said the experience made them 
feel more informed or more aware 
of  what they need to learn. 

Many said it prompted them 
to slow down, seek professional 
guidance, or reset expectations 
— short-term pauses preventing 
long-term regret.

The Wells Fargo Home Lending 
Quiz is available online. 

Visit the Wells Fargo Mortgage 
Learning and Education Center 
to learn more.

As the 2026 homebuying season 
accelerates, the takeaway is clear: 
confidence alone isn’t enough. 

Knowledge — and knowing 
your blind spots — may be the 
most valuable down payment of  
all.
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EASTON — The George Mur-
phy Community Pool will host its 
annual Doggie Dip Day on Sept. 7 
from 6-8 p.m.

The public is invited to celebrate 
the end of  summer with their pups 
for one last hurrah before the pool 
closes for the season.

Gates will be open just for the 
dogs — two hours of  splashing, 
playing, and tail-wagging fun.

The fee is $5 per dog, and the 
facility will be open for small dogs 
(up to 30 pounds) at 6 p.m., and for 
large dogs (heavier than 30 pounds) 
at 7 p.m.

Important information to re-
member are:

• All dogs must be current on 
vaccinations;

• The event is limited to well-
behaved, socialized dogs only;

• Owners (must be at least 18 

years old) must accompany their 
dogs at all times. 

• No more than two dogs per 
human;

• Life jackets are encouraged for 
all dogs;

• Humans are welcome to attend, 
but no swimming for people;

• Dogs must wear a collar with 
proper identification at all times; 
and

 • Talbot County Parks and Recre-
ation and Coastline Pool employees 
reserve the right to ask patrons to 
leave if  these rules are not followed.

Annual Doggie Dip Day scheduled for Sept. 7

EASTON — “Bear Me Into 
Freedom” is a tribute to Talbot 
County native son, Frederick Dou-
glass, made more poignant during 
America’s Semiquincentennial. 

Douglass dedicated his life to 
promoting the ideals of  the Dec-
laration of  Independence — that 
all men are created equal and have 
the inalienable rights of  life, liberty 
and the pursuit of  happiness. His 
fiery oratory and compelling prose 
advanced American towards the 
fulfillment of  its founding ideals.

“Bear Me Into Freedom” is a 
60-minute immersive experience, 

a video installation portraying the 
odyssey of  Douglass from his birth 
and enslavement in the Eastern 
Shore’s Talbot County to his life’s 
work championing abolition, eman-
cipation, and equal rights, and his 
triumphal return to the county as an 
elder statesman having become one 
of  the most consequential figures 
of  the 19th century. 

It tells his story using his words. 
The imagery is the actual places 

those words describe. The sound-
scape is the county’s wildlife. 

The images open across the flat 
horizons of  Maryland’s Eastern 

Shore, where water and land trade 
places, the sky carries more weight 
than the earth beneath it. 

It was there, in bondage, that 
Douglass first learned the meaning 
of  freedom, and from that ground 
that his lifelong call for justice 
would rise. The installation’s can-
vas is wider than a standard movie 
screen, three times wider than a 
standard TV, to evoke the unique 
character of  the Eastern Shore

For more information, or to sign 
up, contact the Talbot Historical 
Society at 410-822-0773 or e-mail 
kaylaw@talbothistory.org.

Tribute to Frederick Douglass set for Sept. 12
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Serving all of MarylandServing all of Maryland
EMAIL KYLE • KPEPPER382@GMAIL.COM

LICENSED & INSURED | BASED IN TALBOT COUNTY

TRANSFORMING & PROTECTING YOUR WATERFRONT

FREE ESTIMATES
Call today! 410-924-8312

Lona Sue Todd

Exceeding ExpectationsExceeding Expectations
Mother-Daughter Real Estate DuoMother-Daughter Real Estate Duo

Allie Harris

410-310-0222 • 410-310-2670410-310-0222 • 410-310-2670
800-913-4326800-913-4326

Lona Sue Todd & Allie Harris
Eastern Shore Real Estate Specialists

Ta y l o r  P r o p e r t i e s

Whether buying, selling, or investing, trust a team that truly Whether buying, selling, or investing, trust a team that truly 
cares and understands the Eastern Shore lifestyle.cares and understands the Eastern Shore lifestyle.
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RESTAURANT OPENS AT 4:00 P.M.

A. CURTIS ANDREW AUCTION FACILITYA. CURTIS ANDREW AUCTION FACILITY
American Corner, MD

www.acurtisandrewauction.com
GPS Address: 25631 Auction Rd • Federalsburg, MD 21632

(6 miles north of Federalsburg, MD) (10 miles south of Denton, MD, on Auction Road)

“NOT A BAD SEAT IN THE HOUSE!”“NOT A BAD SEAT IN THE HOUSE!”
FOR ADVANCE TICKETS CALL: 410-754-8826

NO RECORDING OR VIDEOS   •   NOTICE: R.V. PARKING OK - NO HOOK-UPS

SAT. SAT. ,, NOVEMBER 21, 2026 NOVEMBER 21, 2026
@ 6:00 PM@ 6:00 PM

RHONDA VINCENTRHONDA VINCENT
and The Rageand The Rage

(Grammy Award Winner & (Grammy Award Winner & 
Queen of Bluegrass)Queen of Bluegrass)

THE  THE  
KODY NORRIS KODY NORRIS 

SHOWSHOW

 APPALACHIAN  APPALACHIAN 
ROAD SHOWROAD SHOW

Auction at this location every Thursday at 5pm with 
four auctioneers.  www.acurtisandrewauction.com



September 2026 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      23       

•TREE REMOVALS
•PRUNING
•STUMP GRINDING
•EMERGENCY STORM RESPONSE
•CABLING AND BRACING,
•LIGHTNING PROTECTION
•FERTILIZATION

Call For A
FREE 

CONSULTATION

•PLANT HEALTH CARE:
including Disease diagnosis and management, 

Integrated Pest Management, and 
Pet friendly Mosquito and Tick control

We are a locally owned, family owned, and veteran owned company and we 
are focused on proper tree care, safety, integrity, and being a 

blessing to all our customers! - CTE Team 

 W W W . C O L L I N S T R E E E X P E R T S . C O M

“We had both minor and major pruning done to about a 
dozen trees, plus one cabled. Rob, son Michael and the 
rest of the crew did a great job at a fair price. They 
executed the plan and even took care of additional items 
that they discovered. Cleanup was great and they were 
very respectful of the property. Office operations and 
communication were also great.” - J_D

410-829-2799410-829-279930+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 
IN TREE CARE

On staff

QUALIFICATIONS:
Maryland Tree Expert License # 2269 | International Society of Arborists #MA 6320A |Certified Tree Safety Professional #2805
Pesticide Applicator’s License #33968-63473 | Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ) | Certified First Aid/CPR
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More Americans are homesteadingMore Americans are homesteading
(They just don’t call it that)(They just don’t call it that)

aking, growing, and pre-aking, growing, and pre-
serving food at home has serving food at home has 
moved from niche hobby moved from niche hobby 

to ordinary household habit, ac-to ordinary household habit, ac-
cording to new Curion Poll Pulse cording to new Curion Poll Pulse 
research, but consumers largely research, but consumers largely 
don’t see themselves as part of  any don’t see themselves as part of  any 
movement while doing it.movement while doing it.

In recent Curion Poll Pulse re-In recent Curion Poll Pulse re-
search covering up to 15,385 U.S. search covering up to 15,385 U.S. 
respondents, nearly 84 percent of  respondents, nearly 84 percent of  
consumers report doing at least consumers report doing at least 
one home-based food or house-one home-based food or house-
hold production activity, and 69.2 hold production activity, and 69.2 
percent say activities like gardening, percent say activities like gardening, 
cooking from scratch, or making cooking from scratch, or making 
things at home are either a core things at home are either a core 
part of  their weekly routine (43.9 part of  their weekly routine (43.9 
percent) or a regular hobby (25.3 percent) or a regular hobby (25.3 
percent). percent). 

Yet just 7.3 percent say a self-Yet just 7.3 percent say a self-
sufficient lifestyle is a core part of  sufficient lifestyle is a core part of  
how they live.how they live.

Making food from scratch leads Making food from scratch leads 
by a wide margin at 72.1 percent, by a wide margin at 72.1 percent, 
followed by growing herbs, veg-followed by growing herbs, veg-
etables, or fruit (47.3 percent) and etables, or fruit (47.3 percent) and 
making household or food items making household or food items 
such as sauces, bread, and yogurt such as sauces, bread, and yogurt 
(46.1 percent). (46.1 percent). 

More than a third — 37.7 percent More than a third — 37.7 percent 
— preserve or store food by freez-— preserve or store food by freez-
ing, fermenting or canning. ing, fermenting or canning. 

Only 16.1 percent report doing Only 16.1 percent report doing 
none of  these.none of  these.

The activities cluster rather than The activities cluster rather than 
stand alone, according to the poll, stand alone, according to the poll, 
with consumers commonly report-with consumers commonly report-
ing several at once — suggesting a ing several at once — suggesting a 
connected approach to managing connected approach to managing 
food at home rather than a collec-food at home rather than a collec-
tion of  separate pastimes.tion of  separate pastimes.

  Asked why they take on these   Asked why they take on these 

activities, 65 percent of  consumers activities, 65 percent of  consumers 
cite improving health — controlling cite improving health — controlling 
ingredients, eating fewer processed ingredients, eating fewer processed 
foods, and knowing where their foods, and knowing where their 
food comes from. food comes from. 

Saving money follows at 53 Saving money follows at 53 
percent, and 49 percent point to percent, and 49 percent point to 
improved well-being, including re-improved well-being, including re-
duced stress, a sense of  accomplish-duced stress, a sense of  accomplish-
ment, and time spent with family. ment, and time spent with family. 

Control over what they consume Control over what they consume 
or use is cited by 37 percent, sus-or use is cited by 37 percent, sus-
tainability and reducing waste by tainability and reducing waste by 
27 percent, and family or lifestyle 27 percent, and family or lifestyle 
changes by 26 percent.changes by 26 percent.

The pattern points to a single The pattern points to a single 
organizing idea: people are seeking organizing idea: people are seeking 
greater control over what enters greater control over what enters 
their homes — over ingredients, their homes — over ingredients, 
over spending, and over how food over spending, and over how food 
gets made.gets made.

A habit, not an identity
The gap between behavior and The gap between behavior and 

self-perception is the study’s most self-perception is the study’s most 
striking result. striking result. 

While 43.9 percent of  consumers While 43.9 percent of  consumers 
say these activities are part of  their say these activities are part of  their 

weekly routine, only 7.3 percent weekly routine, only 7.3 percent 
identify a self-sufficient lifestyle identify a self-sufficient lifestyle 
as core to how they live. Another as core to how they live. Another 
21.0 percent identify very strongly 21.0 percent identify very strongly 
and 31.7 percent moderately, while and 31.7 percent moderately, while 
25.9 percent identify only slightly 25.9 percent identify only slightly 
and 14.1 percent not at all.and 14.1 percent not at all.

“The behavior is mainstream, the “The behavior is mainstream, the 
identity isn’t,” said Inga Verbicka, identity isn’t,” said Inga Verbicka, 
director of  strategic insights at director of  strategic insights at 
Curion. “People are baking their Curion. “People are baking their 
own bread and freezing their own own bread and freezing their own 
produce, and if  you asked them produce, and if  you asked them 
whether they’re homesteaders, most whether they’re homesteaders, most 
would say no. They’d say they’re just would say no. They’d say they’re just 
cooking dinner. That’s not a move-cooking dinner. That’s not a move-
ment — it’s a habit, and habits are ment — it’s a habit, and habits are 
far more durable than movements.”far more durable than movements.”

Poll results pointed to structural Poll results pointed to structural 
pressures rather than inspiration. pressures rather than inspiration. 
Health or wellness changes, per-Health or wellness changes, per-
sonal or family, are cited by 40.7 sonal or family, are cited by 40.7 
percent as a life change that moved percent as a life change that moved 
them toward home-based activity, them toward home-based activity, 
and financial pressure and cost of  and financial pressure and cost of  
living by 39.1 percent. Changes in living by 39.1 percent. Changes in 
work style are cited by 22.9 percent work style are cited by 22.9 percent 

MM
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and becoming a parent or expand-and becoming a parent or expand-
ing a family by 22.7 percent.ing a family by 22.7 percent.

Social media and online inspira-Social media and online inspira-
tion rank near the bottom of  the tion rank near the bottom of  the 
reasons consumers give, at 13.3 reasons consumers give, at 13.3 
percent.percent.

And 26.1 percent say no major And 26.1 percent say no major 
life change prompted the shift at life change prompted the shift at 
all — pointing to an established all — pointing to an established 
orientation rather than a reaction orientation rather than a reaction 
to circumstance.to circumstance.

In analyzing the results, Verbicka In analyzing the results, Verbicka 

said a behavior this widespread, this said a behavior this widespread, this 
routine, and this disconnected from routine, and this disconnected from 
any trend cycle warrants a different any trend cycle warrants a different 
kind of  attention than a passing kind of  attention than a passing 
consumer fad.consumer fad.

“This wasn’t created by a content “This wasn’t created by a content 
cycle, so it won’t be retired by one,” cycle, so it won’t be retired by one,” 
adds Verbicka. “When nearly half  adds Verbicka. “When nearly half  
of  these consumers tell you the of  these consumers tell you the 
payoff  is well-being — less stress, payoff  is well-being — less stress, 
time with family, the feeling of  hav-time with family, the feeling of  hav-
ing pulled it off  — they’re not ask-ing pulled it off  — they’re not ask-

ing anyone to take the work away. ing anyone to take the work away. 
They’re telling you the work is part They’re telling you the work is part 
of  the point. of  the point. 

“Brands that read this as consum-“Brands that read this as consum-
ers opting out are going to miss ers opting out are going to miss 
what’s actually happening — which what’s actually happening — which 
is consumers deciding, deliberately, is consumers deciding, deliberately, 
what they want to make themselves what they want to make themselves 
and where they still want help. and where they still want help. 
Knowing which side of  that line Knowing which side of  that line 
your product sits on is the work your product sits on is the work 
worth doing right now.”worth doing right now.”
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(Editor’s note: When it comes to his-
torical significance, Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore can stand with just about any 
other area of  the United States. It’s car-
ried through today in the names given to 
towns, rivers, streets and creeks, but more 
than 200 years later, their origins may 
not be so widely known. Drawing from 
“Discover Why It’s Called ...,” a 1990 
booklet by John Dexter Nilsson, here is 
one  of  those stories.)

ngland’s Queen Anne had 17 
children 12 who died shortly 
after birth and the others 

quite young.
Upon her death in 1714, succes-

sion passed from the Stuarts to the 
Hanoverians, with George I ruling 

1714-27 and George II (1727-60). 
George II had three sons and five 
daughters, one of  whom was a prin-
cess named Anne, and she married 
Prince William of  Orange in 1734.

For early settlers, the head of  
navigation on a river was almost 
always site of  a town, transfer point 

from boats to land transportation. 
The village at the head of  the 

Manokin River was Princess Anne, 
laid out in 1733, and was named 
for the princess. It’s main street was 
named Prince William Street for her 
husband.

It became the county seat in 
1742 when Worcester County was 
split off  and the old courthouse at 
Dwindling Creek was too far away 
from the center of  the new county 
area.

Princess Anne still retains its 
Colonial-era atmosphere, with 
several  early buildings, one private 
cottage built in 1705, another, the 
Washington Hotel and built in 1744, 
is still in use.

E

Princess Anne offers a significant nod to royalty
  What’s behind the name?What’s behind the name?

BUYING? SELLING? 
NEED AN AGENT?

Why Choose Erene?
• Dedicated and continuous 

advocacy for her clients
• Strategic Marketing 

• Active communication 
throughout the entire 

process

More New Construction homes for sale!
Check out FB for videos!

170 Jennifer Rd #102, Annapolis,  MD 21401 |  Office: 410-224-2200

Let me help you invest in your future! Whether you’re a 
first time buyer, upsizing, downsizing, or looking to move. 

I’m happy to help you find your dream home! 

SOLD!SOLD!

AFTER ONLY 14 DAYSAFTER ONLY 14 DAYS
          ON THE MARKET!          ON THE MARKET!

3 BDR 2 BATHS 1,320 SQ FT3 BDR 2 BATHS 1,320 SQ FT
NEW CONSTRUCTION! 

BY LOMAXX CUSTOM HOMES 

$239.9K $239.9K 
FederalsburgFederalsburg

$432.5K $432.5K 
HurlockHurlock

3 BDR 2.5BATHS 1,989 SQ FT3 BDR 2.5BATHS 1,989 SQ FT
2.12 ACRES!

$274.9K $274.9K 
CambridgeCambridge

3 BDR 2 BATHS 1,232 SQ FT3 BDR 2 BATHS 1,232 SQ FT
NEW CONSTRUCTION! 

BY LOMAXX CUSTOM HOMES 

Direct: (410) 829-6675
Office: (410) 224-2200
Erene@katrisrealtor.com
Katrisrealtor.com

Erene 
     Katris

Katris Realtor Katris_Realtor
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www.spkitchenandbath.com
410-777-9256 | Located in Park Plaza • 580 Suite C Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am to 4pm or By Appointment

Proudly serving the Eastern ShoreProudly serving the Eastern Shore
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Custom Cabinetry at Custom Cabinetry at 
a reasonable cost!a reasonable cost!

Oak • Maple • Cherry • Oak • Maple • Cherry • 
Hickory • Walnut • Hickory • Walnut • 

ALL WOOD CONSTRUCTIONALL WOOD CONSTRUCTION
*MANY STAINS & PAINT CHOICES* *MANY STAINS & PAINT CHOICES* 

 * 5-WEEK DELIVERY*  * 5-WEEK DELIVERY* 
*INSTALLATION AVAILABLE!**INSTALLATION AVAILABLE!*

410-778-2228410-778-2228
Chestertown, MD Chestertown, MD 

CHESAPEAKE 
CABINETRY

Johnny MautzJohnny Mautz
Re-Elect

Nobody works harder, nobody cares more.
By Authority, Friends of Johnny Mautz, Rendy Lomax, Treasurer

Johnny Mautz has 
been a strong, 
effective voice for 
our watermen, 
farmers and our 
Eastern Shore’s 
unique natural 
resources and way 
of life.

Endorsed by The Maryland Farm Bureau

Caroline · DorchesterCaroline · Dorchester
Talbot · WicomicoTalbot · Wicomico

Maryland
 State Senator

Quality is Our Specialty
Since 1982

316 Glebe Rd., Easton, MD
office@captainsketchseafood.com

410-820-7177

Make Back Make Back 
To School To School 

A Little Easier!A Little Easier!
 Introducing Family Meals
• Comes with 2 LB Steamed Shrimp or 
   4 Regular Crab Cakes 
•  Your choice of 2 side dishes 1 LB each 
• Your choice of Baked Good,
   Cheddar Biscuits or Cornbread

TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.
“A Towers Family Business”“A Towers Family Business”

26425 Hobbs Rd. | Denton, MD
 1-800-773-9128 - 410-479-0914 - Denton, MD

Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years. Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years. 
A NPCA Certified Precast Plant. A NPCA Certified Precast Plant. 

Visit our website for a complete list 
of products & services. Hours: Monday - Friday 6 am - 5 pm. 

PRE CAST
• Septic Tanks
• Pump Tanks
• Holding Tanks
• Grease Traps
• Septic Pipe & Supplies

Norweco Wastewater 
Treatment Systems & Service
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Quality is Our Specialty
Since 1982

316 Glebe Rd., Easton, MD
office@captainsketchseafood.com

410-820-7177

Make Back Make Back 
To School To School 

A Little Easier!A Little Easier!
 Introducing Family Meals
• Comes with 2 LB Steamed Shrimp or 
   4 Regular Crab Cakes 
•  Your choice of 2 side dishes 1 LB each 
• Your choice of Baked Good,
   Cheddar Biscuits or Cornbread

DISCOVEREASTON.C
OM

TO LEARN MORE

SPONSORED B
Y:

GIANT PUMPKIN TRAIL | PUMPKIN PAINTING
LIVE MUSIC | FALL SPECIALS  | OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT

GLASS PUMPKIN BLOWING | CAR SHOW
FIRE JUGGLING | KID’S ACTIVITIES 

EASTON’S
fall kickoff
DOWNTOWN EASTON | OCT. 2ND & 3RD

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

PLATINUM SPONSORS: PREMIERE SPONSORS:

GOLD SPONSORS:

SILVER SPONSORS:

TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.
“A Towers Family Business”“A Towers Family Business”

26425 Hobbs Rd. | Denton, MD
 1-800-773-9128 - 410-479-0914 - Denton, MD

Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years. Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years. 
A NPCA Certified Precast Plant. A NPCA Certified Precast Plant. 

Visit our website for a complete list 
of products & services. Hours: Monday - Friday 6 am - 5 pm. 

PRE CAST
• Septic Tanks
• Pump Tanks
• Holding Tanks
• Grease Traps
• Septic Pipe & Supplies

Norweco Wastewater 
Treatment Systems & Service
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ew sights in nature are more 
remarkable than a Monarch 
butterfly riding the autumn 

winds southward, traveling hun-
dreds or even thousands of  miles 
toward a destination it has never 
seen before.

Every year, millions of  mon-
archs participate in one of  North 
America’s most extraordinary mi-
grations. The eastern population 
travels from breeding grounds 
across the United States and 
southern Canada to overwinter-

ing forests in central Mexico. A 
smaller western population mi-
grates to coastal California. The 
journey is remarkable not only for 
its distance, but because no single 
monarch completes the entire an-
nual cycle. Instead, several genera-
tions carry the migration forward.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice describes monarchs as one of  
North America’s most recogniz-
able migratory species. Eastern 
monarchs can travel nearly 3,000 
miles between their northern 
breeding grounds and their win-
tering sites in Mexico. The butter-

flies that make the fall journey are 
known as the “migratory genera-
tion” and can live for as long as 
eight or nine months—far longer 
than the two to six weeks typical 
of  other generations.

A migration passed from gen-
eration to generation

The monarch’s annual cycle 
begins in late winter and spring 
when butterflies leave their Mexi-
can wintering grounds and begin 
moving north. They lay eggs on 
milkweed along the way, and those 
eggs develop into caterpillars and 
then adult butterflies.

F
Story by Sean Clougherty

Monarch Migration
Nature’s extraordinary journey needs our help

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service describes monarchs as one of North America’s most recognizable migratory species. 
Eastern monarchs can travel nearly 3,000 miles between their northern breeding grounds and their wintering sites in 
Mexico.
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The new generations continue 
northward, eventually reaching 
the northern United States and 
southern Canada. During late 
summer and fall, the process 
reverses. The special migratory 
generation emerges and begins 
the long trip south.

What makes the migration 
especially fascinating is that the 
butterflies arriving in Mexico have 
never made the journey before. 
Yet they somehow navigate to the 
same general overwintering region 
used by generations before them.

In Mexico, monarchs gather 
by the millions in high-elevation 
oyamel fir forests. Scientists moni-
tor their abundance by measuring 
the amount of  forest occupied by 
overwintering colonies rather than 
attempting to count individual 
butterflies. That measurement 
provides a useful indicator of  the 
population’s overall health.

A dramatic decline
For as staggering an achieve-

ment it is for monarchs to com-
plete the migration, the species’ 
decline in numbers is equally and 
conversely monumental. 

According to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, an estimated 380 
million eastern monarchs made 
the journey to Mexico in the mid-
1990s. Today, the eastern popula-
tion is estimated to have declined 
by about 80 percent. The western 
population has fared even worse, 
declining by more than 95 percent 
since the 1980s.

Another way of  seeing the 
decline is through the amount 
of  forest occupied by monarchs 
in Mexico. The long-term trend 
since then has been downward, 
despite substantial year-to-year 
fluctuations.

There is, however, some encour-

aging news.
During the 2025-26 winter 

season, monarchs occupied ap-
proximately 7.24 acres of  forest 
in Mexico, a 64 percent increase 
from the 4.42 acres recorded the 
previous winter. The increase 
followed a nearly 100 percent 
increase the year before.

That is welcome news—but it 
should not be confused with a 
recovery. A few good years do 
not erase decades of  decline. The 
population remains far below 
historical levels. For comparison, 
WWF and its partners reported 
that nearly 45 acres of  forest were 

occupied by monarch colonies 
during the winter of  1995-96.

The recent increase demon-
strates something important, 
however: Monarch populations 
can respond positively when 
weather and habitat conditions 
improve.

What is threatening 
the migration?

There is not one single threat 
to the monarch butterfly. It is 
the cumulative effect of  changes 
occurring across thousands of  
miles of  migration and breeding 
habitat.

Loss of  milkweed is one of  the 

Monarchs depend on relatively small areas of forest in Mexico and California 
where they can survive the winter.
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biggest problems. Monarch cat-
erpillars can eat only milkweed. 
Adult butterflies feed on nectar 
from many kinds of  flowering 
plants, but without milkweed 
there is nowhere for monarchs 
to lay their eggs and no food for 
their caterpillars.

The loss of  milkweed and 
flowering habitat has occurred 
through development, changes 
in land management, intensive 
agriculture, herbicide use and 
the removal of  vegetation along 
roadsides and other open spaces. 
The Xerces Society notes that the 
widespread adoption of  herbi-
cide-resistant crops contributed 
to significant milkweed loss in 
agricultural areas.

Pesticides are another con-
cern. Insecticides can directly kill 
monarchs and other beneficial 
insects. Herbicides can eliminate 
milkweed and flowering plants 
that monarchs need. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service identi-
fies pesticide exposure as one of  
the significant threats facing the 
species.

Drought can reduce milkweed 
and nectar plants. Severe storms 
can kill migrating butterflies. Un-
usual temperatures can disrupt 
the timing of  plant growth and 
flowering. Conditions in the Mexi-
can overwintering forests can also 
affect survival. WWF reported 
that favorable weather, including 
less severe drought along portions 
of  the migration route, helped 
contribute to the 2025 population 
increase.

Loss and degradation of  over-
wintering habitat also matter. 
Monarchs depend on relatively 
small areas of  forest in Mexico 
and California where they can 

survive the winter. Illegal logging, 
fires, drought and other forms of  
forest degradation can damage 
those sites. The 2024-25 survey 
in Mexico found that 6.30 acres 
of  forest had been degraded, with 
illegal logging accounting for the 
largest share of  the documented 
damage.

What can gardeners do to help?
The good news is that helping 

monarchs does not require own-
ing hundreds of  acres.

A backyard, farm, schoolyard, 
church property, park or roadside 
can become part of  the monarch’s 
migration corridor.

The most important step is to 
plant native milkweed. Because 
monarch caterpillars depend ex-
clusively on milkweed, providing 
the right species in appropriate 
locations can create breeding 
habitat where none previously 
existed.

But  mi lkweed  a lone  i sn’t 
enough. Adult monarchs need 
nectar throughout the growing 
season. Planting a variety of  
native flowers that bloom from 
spring through fall provides food 
during migration and breeding. 
The Xerces Society specifically 
recommends a combination of  

native milkweed and nectar-pro-
ducing plants.

Gardeners can also:
• Choose native plants rather 

than relying exclusively on orna-
mental plants.

• Leave some areas of  a proper-
ty unmowed during periods when 
monarchs and other pollinators 
are using them.

• Avoid removing milkweed 
simply because it is sometimes 
considered a weed.

• Provide flowering plants from 
spring through fall rather than 
having a garden that blooms for 
only a few weeks.

• Participate in monarch and 
pollinator monitoring programs 
so scientists can better understand 
population changes.

Just like the millions of  but-
terflies forming an unequalled 
specatacle of  nature every year,  
doing their part to keep the spe-
cies’ life cycle turning and turn-
ing, keeping monarch migration 
moving in the right direction will 
take millions of  small efforts to 
create something much larger 
— a continent-wide network of  
habitat giving the monarch a bet-
ter chance to complete one of  
nature’s greatest journeys.
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GAY’S SEAFOOD & DELI
DELI HOURS

Monday - Saturday 6-5 
DINE IN or 
CARRY OUT

Subs - Salads
Sandwiches

Fresh Baked Desserts
and Daily Specials

SEAFOOD MARKET
Monday - Sunday

10-6

Oysters, Shrimp, 
Soft Crabs, Scallops, 

Clams, Fish, 
Homemade Crab 

Cakes

410-822-5019

STEAMED 
CRABS 

ARE HERE

1021 N. Washington Street, Easton, MD 21601

9399 Ocean Gateway
Easton, MD 21601 410-822-8700

Summer Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8-6, 

Saturday 8-5, 
Sunday 10-4

MUST HAVE ASE CARD FOR SALE PRICES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION. NOT VALID WITH 
ORDERS FOR FRESH FLOWERS OR DELIVERIES. NOT VALID ON HOUSE ACCOUNT. VALID WITH CASH, CREDIT, 
CHECK. MHIC 3132241

WWW.ROBINSNESTFLORAL.COMWWW.ROBINSNESTFLORAL.COM

Full Service Landscaping ServicesFull Service Landscaping Services
            

PLAN NOW FOR FALL LANDSCAPING PLAN NOW FOR FALL LANDSCAPING 
PROJECTS & MAINTENANCEPROJECTS & MAINTENANCE

Free ConsultationsFree Consultations
Call   410-822-8700Call   410-822-8700
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CHOPTANK SUPPLY INC
802 Crystal Ave., - Denton, MD - 410-479-1233

www.choptanksupply.com

EASTERN SERVICE CORP.
106 Washington St., - Cambridge, MD - 410-228-0300

www.easternservicecorporation.com

Bundle Like A Boss.Bundle Like A Boss.

TALBOTTALBOT
LAND MANAGEMENTLAND MANAGEMENT

• Septic Systems
• Sewer Connections/
   Repairs
• Demolition

• Driveways
• Lot Clearing
• Grading/Drainage
• Roll Off Dumpsters

410-463-9770410-463-9770
alex@talbotlandmanagement.com

Easton, MD
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TALBOTTALBOT
LAND MANAGEMENTLAND MANAGEMENT

• Septic Systems
• Sewer Connections/
   Repairs
• Demolition

• Driveways
• Lot Clearing
• Grading/Drainage
• Roll Off Dumpsters

410-463-9770410-463-9770
alex@talbotlandmanagement.com

Easton, MD

LINDSAY LISTERLINDSAY LISTER
INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENTINDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT
443.786.5335 | EASTON, MD443.786.5335 | EASTON, MD
LINZYBLISTER@GMAIL.COM   LINDSAYLISTER.INTELETRAVEL.COMLINZYBLISTER@GMAIL.COM   LINDSAYLISTER.INTELETRAVEL.COM

BUCKET LISTER TRAVELSBUCKET LISTER TRAVELS

ACC

DEFINED LUXURY DEFINED LUXURY 
YOUR FOREVERYOUR FOREVER

 BEGINS WHERE THE  BEGINS WHERE THE 
TURQUOISE WATER TURQUOISE WATER 
MEETS THE SANDMEETS THE SAND 

BEFORE YOU GO, PLAN BEFORE YOU GO, PLAN 
WITH A PROWITH A PRO  

CERTIFIED IN CERTIFIED IN 
LUXURY DESTINATION LUXURY DESTINATION 

WEDDINGS AND WEDDINGS AND 
HONEYMOONS HONEYMOONS 
EXPERIENCESEXPERIENCES
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hat does it mean when 
brown patches show up 

in a perfectly healthy lawn? The 
truth is, it could be anything 
from drought to dog urine, fun-
gal diseases, pests or too much 
fertilizer.

But many homeowners auto-
matically blame grubs.

The problem with this is that 
it’s often not the case, and even if  
grubs are present, small popula-
tions are not problematic.

Treatment should only be ap-
plied after confirming a true grub 
infestation. 

Fortunately, there’s a simple 
way to check, but action must be 
taken during a specific window 
of  time to be effective. And that 
time is nigh.

How to know whether 
grubs are the culprit

Grubs are the early life forms 
of  beetles, including European 
chafers, and Asiatic, Japanese and 
Oriental beetles. 

They live close to the surface 
under lawns and other plants, 
where they feed on roots, discon-
necting the roots from the plants’ 

top growth.
Confirming their presence is 

easy: Dig up a 3- to 4-inch-deep 
(7.6 to 10 centimeters), 12-inch-
square (930 square centimeters) 
section of  symptomatic lawn that 
partially overlaps the border of  
healthy grass.

If  there are grubs in the lawn, 

the whitish, brown-headed, half-
inch to 1-inch-long (1 to 2.5 
centimeters) beetle larvae, which 
resemble shrimp, will be visible 
either on the underlying soil or 
on the underside of  the sod-like 
square you removed. 

They’re generally curled into the 
shape of  the letter C.

W

Story by Jessica Damiano
Photo courtesy Associated Press

How to test 
your lawn 
for grubs 
and what 

to do if  you 
find them
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Fewer than 10 grubs per square 
foot of  soil is normal and does 
not indicate an infestation, so 
you should not take any action. 
Instead, seek out other potential 
causes.

If grubs are the problem, 
what’s the solution?

Treatment against grubs should 

only be applied if  there are 10 or 
more of  the insects present un-
der the section of  turf  that you 
removed. 

Heavily infested lawn sections 
will easily roll up like a carpet 
when you attempt to remove 
them, their roots severed by the 
feeding insects.

Because grubs are most vulnera-
ble to pest-control measures when 
they are young, those measures 
will only be effective if  applied in 
late summer.

Milky spore powder is a natural 
product that targets only Japanese 
beetle grubs. 

Unfortunately, it’s not always 
easy to discern between the spe-
cies. 

If  you are certain your grubs 
are the Japanese variety, you can 
give it a try, but success rates are 
mixed, with better outcomes re-
ported in warmer regions.

Beneficial nematodes are mi-
croscopic, non-segmented worms 
that attack soil-dwelling insects, 
including all types of  grubs. 

They’re a more universal ap-
proach, with higher success rates. 

They, too, are natural, as they 
already exist in the soil; you would 
just be adding more. 

The nematodes work by infect-
ing grubs with a bacterium that 
can kill them in as little as 48 
hours.

There are a number nematode 
species available, so read package 
labels and look for the Heter-
orhabditis bacteriophora (Hb) 
strain, which specifically targets 
grubs.

To optimize effectiveness, water 
the soil well before applying either 
treatment.

Avoid using chemical treat-
ments, which can be toxic to 
earthworms, honeybees and other 
pollinators, pets and wildlife. 

Some are even toxic to humans.

(Editor’s note: Jessica Damiano 
writes weekly gardening columns 
for the AP and publishes the award-
winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter.)

If there are grubs in the lawn, the whitish, brown-headed, half-
inch to 1-inch-long (1 to 2.5 centimeters) beetle larvae, which re-
semble shrimp, will be visible either on the underlying soil or on 
the underside of the sod-like square you removed. They’re gen-
erally curled into the shape of the letter C.
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Indoor Craft & Yard 
Sale set for Denton
DENTON — The Indoor Craft & Yard Sale to 

benefit the Caroline County 4-H Program will be 
held on Saturday, Oct. 24 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Caroline County 4-H Park, located at 8230 Detour 
Road (off  Route 16 . 

All vendors Are welcome: Crafters, Direct Sale 
consultants (which will be kept to one consultant per 
venue), household items, furniture, jewelry, antiques, 
horse tack, tools, pet items and more!!  

Food will be available for sale at the event. The build-
ing is handicap accessible.  

Cost is $15 per table.  Set up will be on Friday, Octo-
ber 23rd from 6-8pm or Saturday, Oct. 24  from 6-7am.

Early deadline to ensure a space will be Oct. 2.
Proceeds from sale of  table spaces will benefit the 

Caroline County 4-H Programs — including schol-
arships, club needs, leadership and service learning 
activities.

For more information or to reserve a space, call 
Joanne Wooters at 410-479-0565 or e-mail caroco4h-
craftshow@gmail.com.

Professional Service Worth The Drive! 

301-262-5300 | 410-798-6380 

One Year Warranty!

Celebrating 75 Years!Celebrating 75 Years!

We also fix wall &
mantel clocks

GRANDFATHER 
CLOCK REPAIR

•GRANDFATHER 
•WALL 

• MANTEL 
•ANTIQUE 
• MODERN 
•BATTERY

www.marylandclockcompany.com

4379 SOLOMONS ISLAND RD 4379 SOLOMONS ISLAND RD 
HARWOOD, MD 20776HARWOOD, MD 20776

marylandclock@gmail.com

Maryland Clock CompanyMaryland Clock Company

“Johnny is a hard working, sincere younger gentleman 
that believes in our local communities and takes those 
beliefs with him to the Maryland Senate and fights 
for what is right for the people of Dorchester, Talbot, 
Wicomico and Caroline counties.”
 ~ Byrd “Bird Dog” Wheeler
  Talbot County Resident 
  Eastern Shore Legend

“Johnny has done a great job as our senator 
and I am voting for him for again. He is a 
local guy and is in touch with the issues that 
matter the most to the Shore.” 
 ~ Chris Corkell & Savannah
  Caroline County Resident

By Authority, Friends of Johnny Mautz, Rendy Lomax, Treasurer

Johnny MautzJohnny Mautz
Re-Elect

Caroline · DorchesterCaroline · Dorchester
Talbot · WicomicoTalbot · Wicomico

Maryland
 State Senator

Nobody works harder, nobody cares more.

Sheila@shorehomeandgarden.com
Send to:

Please send us your Events

Do you have an event 
you’d like to share with our 

readers? 
Send them along!

 BUT DON’T FORGET
We need them by the 15th of the 

month prior to your event, 
in order to make press deadline



September 2026 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      39       

REFRIGERATION  HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING, INC. Lic # MD MASTER 01-4795

UNIT BROKEN?
Get FREE 2nd opinion  

HUMIDIFIERS   •  PROGRAMMABLE  THERMOSTATS  •  AIR CLEANERS

FINANCING AVAILABLE!
Payments as low as 

$76 /month NOW HIRING
Installers & Service Techs
Call now or email resume

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
 Must be presented at time of service. 

Not valid with any other o�er.  Exp.   9/30/26

$300 OFF
DUCTLESS SYSTEM 

Call now for details.
Not valid with any other o�er. Exp.  9/30/26

$1,000 OFF
INSTALLATION OF NEW SYSTEM

Call for details!
Not valid with any other o�er. Exp.  9/30/26

sales@ steeleshvac.com       WWW.STEELESHVAC.COM       410-643-0005  /  410-479-5560

Steele Dilling (owner) has been 
servicing the Eastern Shore for 

40 years and counting!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
When  experience  matters 

– call  Steele

443-988-9953
LANGLEYPAINTINGSERVICES.COM

*We are budget friendly*

CALL FOR A CALL FOR A 
FREE QUOTE!FREE QUOTE!

We     Paint!
REQUEST AN

APPOINTMENT

INTERIOR
PAINTING

EXTERIOR
PAINTING

POWER 
WASHING

MHIC #140483 BONDED & INSURED 

CHECK OUT OUR WORK ON OUR FACEBOOK! 
@LANGLEYPAINTINGSERVICES

PROUDLY SERVING QUEEN ANNE’S, KENT, CAROLINE, TALBOT, DORCHESTER COUNTIES!

VETERAN                                 OWNED                                    
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$15 per person pre-registration, $20 onsite
Onsite Registration/check in begins at 7:30am
Registrants receive launch, T-shirt, water bottle, 

          raffle ticket for prizes & other goodies!
                ⁜ Raffle Winners must be onsite to win

Music             Vendors           Coffee Truck            great prizes

Sunday, September 20 , 2026 @ 9amth

Martinak State Park Boat Landing

Join us for service and then a
2 mile paddle on the beautiful choptank river 

 For more info call 410-479-1882 or email cachd.bhealth@maryland.gov

scan to save
time to register

a special service of remembrance with local clergy beginning at 8:00am 

$15 per person pre-registration, $20 onsite
Onsite Registration/check in begins at 7:30am
Registrants receive launch, T-shirt, water bottle, 

          raffle ticket for prizes & other goodies!
                ⁜ Raffle Winners must be onsite to win

Music             Vendors           Coffee Truck            great prizes

Sunday, September 20 , 2026 @ 9amth

Martinak State Park Boat Landing

Join us for service and then a
2 mile paddle on the beautiful choptank river 

 For more info call 410-479-1882 or email cachd.bhealth@maryland.gov

scan to save
time to register

a special service of remembrance with local clergy beginning at 8:00am 

$15 per person pre-registration, $20 onsite
Onsite Registration/check in begins at 7:30am
Registrants receive launch, T-shirt, water bottle, 

          raffle ticket for prizes & other goodies!
                ⁜ Raffle Winners must be onsite to win

Music             Vendors           Coffee Truck            great prizes

Sunday, September 20 , 2026 @ 9amth

Martinak State Park Boat Landing

Join us for service and then a
2 mile paddle on the beautiful choptank river 

 For more info call 410-479-1882 or email cachd.bhealth@maryland.gov

scan to save
time to register

a special service of remembrance with local clergy beginning at 8:00am 

$15 per person pre-registration, $20 onsite
Onsite Registration/check in begins at 7:30am
Registrants receive launch, T-shirt, water bottle, 

          raffle ticket for prizes & other goodies!
                ⁜ Raffle Winners must be onsite to win

Music             Vendors           Coffee Truck            great prizes

Sunday, September 20 , 2026 @ 9amth

Martinak State Park Boat Landing

Join us for service and then a
2 mile paddle on the beautiful choptank river 

 For more info call 410-479-1882 or email cachd.bhealth@maryland.gov

scan to save
time to register

a special service of remembrance with local clergy beginning at 8:00am 

We can’t
wait to
see you!

$15 per person pre-registration, $20 onsite
Onsite Registration/check in begins at 7:30am
Registrants receive launch, T-shirt, water bottle, 

          raffle ticket for prizes & other goodies!
                ⁜ Raffle Winners must be onsite to win

Music             Vendors           Coffee Truck            great prizes

Sunday, September 20 , 2026 @ 9amth

Martinak State Park Boat Landing

Join us for service and then a
2 mile paddle on the beautiful choptank river 

 For more info call 410-479-1882 or email cachd.bhealth@maryland.gov

scan to save
time to register

a special service of remembrance with local clergy beginning at 8:00am 
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WHOLESALE & RETAIL
Landscapers Welcome!

Mums, Pansies, Ornamental kale, Ornamental 
cabbage, Ornamental Peppers, and 

Fall vegetables. Plus more!

Hog Island Rd. • Preston, MD

410-673-7361
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5 | Sunday 10-3

Opening September 1st!

Hurlock Fall Fest & Train RideHurlock Fall Fest & Train Ride  
Saturday, October 3, 2026Saturday, October 3, 2026

ALL ABOARD FOR THE HURLOCK ALL ABOARD FOR THE HURLOCK 
FALL FESTIVAL EXPRESS!FALL FESTIVAL EXPRESS!

TICKETS ON SALE AT THE HURLOCK TOWN OFFICE  8 A.M. TO 4 P.M. MON.-FRI.TICKETS ON SALE AT THE HURLOCK TOWN OFFICE  8 A.M. TO 4 P.M. MON.-FRI.
Limited tickets can be purchased at the train station the day of the event first come, first served.Limited tickets can be purchased at the train station the day of the event first come, first served.

Town of Hurlock, 311 Charles Street, PO Box 327, Hurlock, MD  21643 Phone: 410-943-4181Town of Hurlock, 311 Charles Street, PO Box 327, Hurlock, MD  21643 Phone: 410-943-4181

Parade down Main Street at 10 a.m. Train Rides $10.00 per personParade down Main Street at 10 a.m. Train Rides $10.00 per person
Train Departures from: Hurlock Train Station – Gay StreetTrain Departures from: Hurlock Train Station – Gay Street
11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m.11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 2:00 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

CRAFT VENDORS 8AM-4PM CRAFT VENDORS 8AM-4PM 
AROUND THE TRAIN STATION AROUND THE TRAIN STATION 
THE LITTLE FARM DE PETTING THE LITTLE FARM DE PETTING 
ZOO, PONY RIDES AND FACE ZOO, PONY RIDES AND FACE 
PAINTING 11 A.M. TO 2 P.M.PAINTING 11 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
FOOD VENDORSFOOD VENDORS

ENTERTAINMENT INCLUDES:ENTERTAINMENT INCLUDES:
CHAINBREAK BAND 11AM-2PMCHAINBREAK BAND 11AM-2PM
DJ BUDDY BLOOMDJ BUDDY BLOOM
LAST CALL BANDLAST CALL BAND
FISHMOBILE - STROLLING MAGICIANFISHMOBILE - STROLLING MAGICIAN
MEET THE DISNEY PRINCESS FROM MEET THE DISNEY PRINCESS FROM 
EASTERN SHORE DANCE ACADEMY.EASTERN SHORE DANCE ACADEMY.

SILENT AUCTION AT ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHSILENT AUCTION AT ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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(Editor’s note: Ron Ketter is a member 
of  the Talbot Bird Club and a Maryland 
Ornithological Society board member.)

arolina Wrens are common 
backyard birds that can be 
found year around on the 

Eastern Shore. Their range covers 
most of  the eastern United States. 

They are small birds, only about 
5 inches long. They are reddish-
brown above, buffy-orange below, 
with white on their chin and throat. 
A white stripe extends from above 
their eye to their nape. They have 
a dark, slender, decurved bill. Both 
sexes are similar.

Sometimes they are difficult to 
see as they creep through vegeta-
tion while searching for food. Other 
times, Carolina Wrens are quite 
energetic, hopping around as they 
perch on a branch or patio furniture 
with tails cocked, singing loudly.

Carolina Wrens more than com-
pensate for their diminutive size 
through boisterous song. The song 
is notable for both volume and 
frequency. 

Only the male sings. The song is 

often described as a loud “teakettle, 
teakettle, teakettle.” In one study, a 
captive male repeated its song close 
to 3,000 times in a single day!

Males and females may form pair 
bonds anytime during the year. 
Once formed, they pair for life, 
staying on their territory through-
out the year to forage and breed.

The male builds several rudimen-
tary nests and leaves it up to the 
female to choose the best one. Once 
the female selects the nest, the pair 
finishes the nest together. 

Various materials are used, includ-
ing dried grass, pine needles, dead 

leaves, bark strips, snakeskin, and 
even bits of  paper, plastic, or string. 
A typical nest is shaped as a dome 
with a side entrance.

Carolina Wrens are quite re-
sourceful in selecting places to build 
nests. They are often found inside 
flowerpots, hanging planters, or 
mailboxes, under propane tank lids, 
and even in boots or pockets of  
coats left outside or in sheds.

Once the nest is finished, the 
female lays from three to seven 
eggs. Only the female incubates. 
The male visits her frequently, often 
bringing food.

By Ron Ketter

Bac
kya

rd B
irds

Carolina
Wren

C 



September 2026 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      43       

After about two weeks, the eggs 
hatch. The female eats the eggshell, 
providing her an important source 
of  calcium. The female continues 
to stay on the nest, brooding the 
young to keep them warm for the 
next several days. During this time, 
the male brings food to the nest, 
giving it to the female who then 
feeds it to the young.

After around four days, the 
young are large enough and have 
sufficient feather coverage to keep 
warm without the female needing 
to brood them. The female joins 
her mate in bringing food to the 

nest. During the next week to 10 
days, both sexes participate equally 
in feeding their babies.

Nestlings are fed a variety of  in-
sects, including butterfly and moth 
larva, spiders, crickets, grasshop-
pers, and beetles.

When it comes time for the young 
to fledge, parents visit the nest with-
out food to encourage the young to 
leave the nest. The young depart by 
hopping out of  the nest or taking 
very short flights of  no more than 
a few feet at a time. 

They are particularly vulnerable 
during this time, so they tend to 

find shelter in bushes or brush piles 
to stay safe from predators.

Parents continue to feed young 
out of  the nest for another three 
to four weeks. Parental duties are 
equally divided between the male 
and female, unless the pair is start-
ing another clutch. If  that occurs, 
the male continues to feed the 
fledglings while the female starts to 
incubate the next set of  eggs.

While Carolina Wrens do not 
migrate, they show sensitivity to 
cold weather. At night or during 
very cold days, they will seek ref-
uge in nest boxes or in brush piles 
sheltered from the wind.

While Carolina Wrens’ diet con-
sists mostly of  insects, it is supple-
mented with small amounts of  
plant matter, such as berries and 
seeds from bayberry, sweetgum, 
and poison ivy. 

They will also visit feeders con-
taining suet, seeds, or peanuts dur-
ing the winter months.

The Carolina Wren population 
has increased over the last half  
century. They seem to adapt well 
to most human activity, including 
benefitting from backyard feeders 
and artificial nestboxes that help 
them through the winter.

You can take several steps to 
attract Carolina Wrens to your 
backyard. Put up a nestbox or, if  
you have one, leave it up during 
the winter to serve as a place they 
can roost to stay warm. Construct 
a brush pile on your property. 

Reduce the use of  insecticides 
to make sure they have plenty of  
insects as a food source. And put up 
a feeder with suet, peanuts, or seeds.

By taking these steps, and with a 
little luck, you may be greeted by the 
cheerful song of  the Carolina Wren.

Carolina Wrens are quite resourceful in selecting places to build 
nests.  They are often found inside flowerpots, hanging plant-
ers, or mailboxes, under propane tank lids, and even in boots or 
pockets of coats left outside or in sheds.

(Photo by Ron Ketter)



Shore Home & Garden • September 2026       www.shorehomeandgarden.com      44       

    How Enlightening!How Enlightening!

Remember, Mum’s the wordRemember, Mum’s the word
• The name Chrysanthemum comes 
from the Greek words “khrusos,” meaning 

gold and “anthemom,” meaning flower.

(Information courtesy https://funflowerfacts.wordpress.com(Information courtesy https://funflowerfacts.wordpress.com

Shore Home & GardenShore Home & Garden •  • September 2026September 2026              www.shorehomeandgarden.com      www.shorehomeandgarden.com      4444              

• As an indoor houseplant, it can help 
remove toxins from the air.

• Chrysanthemum tea is a popular 
drink in China. Not only is it tasty, it 

also has many health benefits.

• Blooms can be as small as 
1 centimeter or as large as 25 centimeters.

• In some European countries, the 
chrysanthemum is considered the

 flower of death and is typically used 
in funerals and on graves.• Pyrethrum is used as a 

natural insecticide.

• In 1966, the chrysanthemum was chosen 
as the official flower of Chicago.

• Chrysanthemum is considered 
the birth flower for November.

• In Australia, it is traditionally 
given to mothers for Mother’s Day.
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“Johnny Mautz possesses all the key traits 
that make for an outstanding Senator...
integrity, competence and a dedication to 
serving people.”
 ~ Ann Morris
  Owner, ABM Property Services
  Wicomico County Resident

By Authority, Friends of Johnny Mautz, Rendy Lomax, Treasurer

“I am voting for Johnny because he 
is always there if you need him.”
 ~ Maria Jenkins
  Talbot County Resident

Johnny MautzJohnny Mautz
Re-Elect

Caroline · DorchesterCaroline · Dorchester
Talbot · WicomicoTalbot · Wicomico

Maryland
 State Senator

Nobody works harder, nobody cares more.

• ROOFING
• SIDING
• WINDOWS
• DECKS
• GUTTERS
• BATHROOMS
• KITCHENS

...plus much more!

443-653-7832 
410-725-8430

MHIC
#153887

REYESCONSTRUCTIONLLCMD.COM

REYES REYES 
CONSTRUCTION, LLC.

Mark your Calendar for Fall Fun atMark your Calendar for Fall Fun at
 Wrights Market in Mardela Springs Wrights Market in Mardela Springs

COMMUNITY YARD SALE
Saturday, September 19, 2026

7:30 a.m.-Noon
Lots of vendors and 
Treasures... Join us!

All vendors must be set-up 
by 7:30 a.m. Gates open at 
6:30 a.m. for set-up 
(just $10/space 
*see cashier for registration 
form and for more details )
Please return registration
form by Thursday 
Sept. 17th.

SWEET POTATO PALOOZA 
Saturday, September 26, 2026 

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
EVERYTHING SWEET POTATO

Pies, ice cream, biscuits & other goodies.
LOCAL VENDORS - REGISTER ONLINE OR AT THE MARKET

410-742-8845

Fun Zone Includes:
Pumpkin bounce pad, zip line, corn maze, tricycle track, straw 
maze, petting zoo, train rides, tether ball, wagon b-ball & more! 

Horseback rides an additional fee.
www.wrightsmarket.com MARDELA BBQ CHICKEN.

FALL HARVEST FUN OPENS
Every Weekend Starting

September 25 - November 1, 2026
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Get your fall decorations and fall treats after 
having family fun in our fun zone.
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liflower. Root vegetables like carrots, beets, radishes, 
turnips and even greens like kale and collards do well 
planted from seed in the fall. Selected herbs like basil, 
Thai basil, parsley, dill, cilantro, chives and thyme do 
well planted in the fall. Beside this core list of  reliable 
fall vegetable crops other considerations also include 
cabbage, bok choy, garlic, kohlrabi, onions and sugar 
snap peas. 

Many of  these crops can be harvested throughout 
the fall and depending on the frost well into winter. 

I can remember some of  the sweetest most flavor-
ful broccoli I have even eaten was harvested on New 
Year’s Eve. So whether you are first time gardener or a 
long-time pro, here are a few tips to help your vegetable 
garden transition from summer into fall. 

1. Pick the right spot. Choose a location that gets 
at least 6 to 8 hours of  sunlight daily. As mentioned 
earlier, be sure to refresh beds with compost or organic 
matter after cleaning our spent summer plants.

2. Timing matters, be sure to plant early as planting 
seeds to late will not allow for the plants to mature 
before cold sets in. According to the Old Farmers Al-
manac, chances of  frost can begin around the middle 
of  October, with the fall frost date happening around 
November second to the seventh. Consider frost 
covers to help extend the growing season and protect 
plants from a freeze.

3. If  sowing seeds, be sure to keep them consistently 
moist. Newly planted seeds need steady moisture to 
not only germinate, but help them grow and thrive.

4. If  needed be sure to thin out seedlings that could 
crowd roots and can limit growth.

September is spring bulb planting time. They are easy 
to plant, require a minimum of  care, and will reward 
you with beautiful displays of  color in the spring. 

Good drainage is essential for all spring bulbs, so 
select a location with no standing water. Bulbs are 
heavy feeders, especially of  phosphorus and potash.

We suggest using an organic fertilizer such as Bulb-
tone or Bonemeal, both of  which are excellent slow 
release form of  phosphorous and will result in a bigger 
flower bloom, with more intense color. 

When planting be sure that each hole is three times 
as deep as the bulb is tall, and apply one tablespoon 
of  fertilizer in each hole, before covering the hole with 
soil. Be sure to apply water to the area as needed un-
sure proper rooting before the ground freezes. Happy 
Gardening!

(Editor’s Note: Ken Morgan is the owner of  Robin’s Nest (Editor’s Note: Ken Morgan is the owner of  Robin’s Nest 
Floral and Garden Center in Easton, Md.)Floral and Garden Center in Easton, Md.)

(FROM PAGE 8)          

Saturday, September 26, 2026
1–4 pm at Adkins Arboretum

Live Music • Local Food & Beer

with

Tickets online at
adkinsarboretum.org

12610 Eveland Rd • Ridgely, MD
 410-634-2847

Spend a relaxing 
afternoon of live 
music with good 
friends in an 
incomparable 
natural setting.

Cheers to

our sponsors!
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September 25th at 5:30pm
Tickets $10

Photo Credit: Lehigh University

100 Years of Aerospace Engineering100 Years of Aerospace Engineering

The progress made in the past 100 years of aerospace engineering has been nothing short of
spectacular--from the Wright brothers, to the landings on the Moon, deep space probes and rovers on

Mars, and many commercial successes, like Boeing's 787 Dreamliner. Professor Terry J. Hart brings
this history to life and shares many personal stories from his career in aviation and space flight. 

With
Professor Terry J. Hart

OXFORDCC.ORGOXFORDCC.ORG

Kevin Lomax
Painting Contractor

Interior
Exterior Cell:    410-924-6122

MHIC #50061

30104 Dover Rd.
Easton, MD 21601 410-822-1320

97 years in business over 30,000 plants in stock

Celebrating 97 years!
FALL IS FOR 
PLANTING

Crape Myrtles in 
Bloom start at $10.00

10 for $75
Larger sizes available.

easternshorenurseries.com

Check out our 
new website!

Have you had a chance to check out our new Facebook 

page? ... This site promises to offer more interaction for our 

readers — both with our editors and staff, and with each 

other. Post your photos and ideas that you’d like to share, 

and enjoy highlights of that month’s issue of Shore Home & 

Garden Magazine. Visit us at https://www.facebook.com/

ShoreHomeGardenMagazine, and “like” us today!

How do you ‘like’ us now?
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tivities return, appointments pile 
up, and before we know it, Octo-
ber is staring us in the face.

Take a few minutes to look 
beyond this week and see what the 
next month or two holds. 

Add the things you already 
know about — appointments, 
birthdays, school events, practices, 
days off and other commitments. 
I find that simply knowing what’s 
coming makes life feel a little less 
chaotic.

Sweet Simplicity Hack: Take a 
photo or screenshot of any paper 
schedules you receive and add im-
portant dates to your phone imme-
diately. That permission slip sitting 
on the counter isn’t nearly as helpful 
as a reminder that pops up when 
you actually need it.

Reset Your Meals
After a summer of vacations, 

cookouts, eating on the go and 
plenty of “What do you want for 
dinner?” conversations, 

September is a great time to 
simplify weeknight meals. Instead 
of searching for new recipes every 
week, make a list of 10 or so easy 
dinners your family already likes. 

Tacos, spaghetti, breakfast for 
dinner, grilled cheese and soup — 
it doesn’t have to be exciting. It 
just has to get everyone fed! 

Sweet Simplicity Hack: Be-
fore grocery shopping, plan meals 
around what you already have in 
your freezer and pantry. You’ll save 
money, waste less food and probably 
discover a few things you forgot you 
bought. Some of my friends like to 
do a “No Spend September” and you 
can absolutely combine that freezer 
purge with your own challenge — 
you will appreciate that savings 
when it comes time for Christmas 
shopping!

Reset One Cluttered Space
 Notice I said “one.” September 

does not require a whole-house 
organizing project! 

Choose the spot that causes you 
the most frustration every day. 

Maybe it’s the kitchen coun-
ter where everything lands, the 
entryway overflowing with shoes, 
your bathroom cabinet or even 
your car. 

Set a timer for 20 or 30 minutes 
and tackle just that space.

Sometimes one small area that’s 
functioning better makes the 
whole house feel a little more 
manageable.

Sweet Simplicity Hack: Set a 
timer for 20 minutes and grab an 
empty laundry basket. Anything 
that belongs somewhere else goes into 
the basket. When your timer goes 
off, walk through the house and put 
those items away.

Reset Your Morning
You don’t need a 5 a.m. wake-up 

call, meditation session and color-
coded morning checklist to make 
mornings run more smoothly. 

Thank goodness — the night 
owl in me runs strong!

Instead, think about the one 
thing that repeatedly causes stress. 
Are you looking for keys? 

Making lunches at the last 
minute? Searching for something 
to wear? 

Running back inside for the 
water bottle someone forgot?

Fix that one thing.
Sweet Simplicity Hack: Do a five-

minute “tomorrow prep” before bed. 
Check the weather and calendar, 
put anything that needs to leave the 
house by the door and make sure 
you know what you’re wearing. Five 
minutes at night can save 15 frantic 
ones in the morning. For me, having 
my breakfast and lunch prepped 
makes such a difference in whether 
I walk into school relaxed and ready 
to face the day — or roll into that 
parking lot on three wheels, playing 
catch up all day!

Reset Your Spending
Summer can be expensive. Vaca-

(FROM PAGE 6)          

Instead of searching for new recipes every week, make a list of 10 or so easy 
dinners your family already likes. It doesn’t have to be exciting. It just has to 
get everyone fed! 
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tions, day trips, eating out and 
back-to-school shopping all add 
up, making September a perfect 
time for a little financial reset.

This doesn’t have to mean a 
strict no-spend month. Simply 
pay attention again. 

Look through your subscrip-
tions, check recent spending and 
decide where you can pull back 
for a few weeks. 

Sweet Simplicity Hack: Try a “use 
what we have” week. Shop your 
pantry, freezer and bathroom cabi-
nets before buying more. It’s amaz-
ing how many meals — and how 
much shampoo — we already own.

Reset Your Evening
A calmer morning often starts 

the night before.
I’m not suggesting spending 

an hour cleaning the house every 
evening. 

In fact, I’d suggest the opposite. 
Give yourself 10 minutes.

Clear the kitchen counter. Load 
the dishwasher. Put away what-
ever has accumulated in the main 
living area. 

Check tomorrow’s calendar and 
plug in the devices everyone will 
need.

 Then stop.
Sweet Simplicity Hack: Set a ten-

minute timer and involve everyone 
who lives in the house. You’d be 
surprised how much a family can 
accomplish when everyone knows 
they’re only cleaning until the timer 
goes off.

Reset Something Just for You 
Not every reset needs to make 

us more organized or productive. 
Think about something that 

makes you feel more like yourself 
that may have gotten pushed aside 
during the busyness of summer. 

Maybe it’s reading before bed, 
taking an evening walk, work-
ing on a hobby, calling a friend, 

sitting outside with your morning 
coffee or simply going to bed a 
little earlier.

Put one of those things back 
into your routine.

September may feel like a new 
year, but that doesn’t mean we 
need a whole new version of 
ourselves. 

Sometimes the best reset is sim-
ply figuring out what makes life 
work a little better — and making 
room for more of it.

Because before we know it, the 
holidays will be here. 

And if a few simple September 
resets can help us head into that 
busy season feeling a little more 
organized, a little less rushed and 
a little more present, I’d say that’s 
a pretty sweet way to start the 
“new year.”

(Editor’s Note: Kristine George is 
a freelance journalist who resides in 
Easton.)

√ RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING

√ CONSTRUCTION CLEANING

√ WINDOW CLEANING

√ * Specializing in AirBnB and VRBO Units *

800-482-8009
443-867-7330

Owner: Chris Macmillan cleaningbydetails@gmail.com

CUSTOMIZE A SCHEDULE THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU!CUSTOMIZE A SCHEDULE THAT’S RIGHT FOR YOU!

One time - Weekly - Bi Weekly - Monthly

No Contracts! • FREE ESTIMATES • Bonded & Insured

EFFECTIVE AND
TRUSTWORTHY 

FOR OVER 
30 YEARS!

D C SA Detailed Cleaning ServiceA Detailed Cleaning Service
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8401 Ocean Gateway, Easton, MD | 410-822-4880
Hrs.: 6:30 am- 4 pm Mon-Fri

CUSTOM-MADE, HIGH-PERFORMANCE WINDOW AND DOOR 
PRODUCTS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS

QUALITY WINDOWSQUALITY WINDOWS

Open to the public, stop by and ask 
our specialists for assistance!

A T  T H E  C H E S A P E A K E  B A Y  M A R I T I M E  M U S E U M

SUNDAYS

FREECBMM admission 
& PATRIOT cruises

for children (17 & under) every Sunday!

213 N. Talbot St., St. Michaels cbmm.org

AUTO INSURANCE

We work to meet your 
specific needs

HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
Feel confident that your home is protected

WE HAVE OPTIONS

AUTO | HOME | BUSINESS
8662 Alicia Dr | Easton, MD |  office@tldaniels.com

410-822-5000 EXT. 2

Don’t settle for high rate insurance. 
Call us for options to save you money.

Since 1984 8662 ALICIA DR.
EASTON, MD 21601

8662 ALICIA DR.
EASTON, MD 21601
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(Editor’s note: DeeDee Wood is the 
owner of  Black Cat Curiosities, an online 
antiques research and sales venue.)

s you pull into the quaint, 
picturesque town of  Preston, 
Md., you will see an impressive 

house on Main Street, the Wilson/
Noble House, the oldest house in 
Preston, built in 1850.

It is also the Preston Historical 
Society, where I recently caught 
up with Karen Coleman Gibbons-
Neff, Donations Director, for a 
tour and discussion of  all things 
historical and antique. 

The society property is not only 
a house museum, but has a 1980 
addition built in the back, housing 
many local artifacts and historical 
treasures, as well as several outside 
buildings, including a small chapel, 
a local farm creamery building 
and equipment/farm “waterman” 
building. The grounds here are 

stately, with mature pecan trees 
dropping early fall nuts, a wrought-
iron surround on the porch of  the 
home from days gone by, grinding 
wheels from the local Linchester 
Mill, and beautiful landscaping. In-
side are artifacts and history of  the 
people of  Preston and surrounding 
areas. 

The large museum addition on 
the back of  the home fits nicely into 
a step up into a home tour. In the 
addition, you will find displays on 

local school artifacts, a counter and 
pharmacy items from a local estab-
lishment, tomato/canning industry 
artifacts and information, Preston 
151 Line Trucking, a display on the 
historic African American town of  
Jonestown, military displays, pine 
derby box racing and so much 
more. 

There are many antiques to con-
sider in both areas of  the addition 
and home, as well as the outside 
waterman building. Visitors can 
consider farm machinery, watermen 
tools, old toys, furniture, local relics 
of  all sorts and hundreds of  other 
objects, which include an old safe, 
rare photos, business antiques, signs 
and more. 

The museum is well organized 
and contains interesting tid-bits 
from a by-gone era, such as a 
display on Sallie Dean and her 
infamous story from Harmony 
from the late 1800s, a display on 
Jean Patchett, a famous 1940s-50s 
model and glamorous icon, born 
in Preston, and more information 
about local businesses, homes and 
local flavors. 

There was a Friendship Quilt 
displayed in the hall, from 1936. 
Gibbons-Neff  was excited about 
this item. “It was made by the la-
dies of  Hog Creek, Maryland. My 
grandmother and my aunts have 
their names on this quilt. They 
grew up here,” local pride obvious 
in her voice. 

The museum has a lot of  local 
pride. Within the 1850 portion 
house museum, there are several oil 
paintings adorned on walls, painted 
by one of  the original dwellers of  

There”s a schoolhouse display in the museum. The Preston Historical Society 
is located at 167 Main St. and open the last two Saturdays of each month.

By DeeDee Wood

Ant
ique

 Dis
cov

ery
A 

Preston Historical Society, Preston, Md.
 Antique Discovery ‘Road Trip,’ Part 2 Antique Discovery ‘Road Trip,’ Part 2
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the home, a M. E. Noble. There are 
period pieces of  furniture, a spin-
ning wheel from the local town of  
Choptank, Local Preston Fire De-
partment antiques and equipment, 
an upstairs with child antiques and 
a bedroom with historic beds, and 
many antique items displayed in 
proper fashion for a home of  this 
era. “The house is set up to look like a 
house from the 19th century,” Karen 
explained. 

The Preston Historical Society is 
located at 167 Main St. in Preston 
and open the last 2 Saturdays of  the 
month, from 10am-2pm and closed 
from December-March. They have a 
Halloween Haunted porch on Hal-
loween night for trick-or-treaters, a 
Veteran’s celebration in November, 
a Santa’s Workshop at the end of  
November and more. For more in-
formation, see their website at www.
prestonhistoricalsociety.com.

Karen Coleman Gibbons-Neff stands in front of her family’s heirloom quilt.

(Photos courtesy DeeDee Wood)

"Dining in Colonial Maryland"
Cookbook author and historian

Joyce M. White.
Speaker presentation with a food

tasting included!

Oxford
Community Center

September 10th @ 5:00 PM

The Oxford Community Center and The Oxford Museum Present

Tickets $10
OXFORDCC.ORG
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(Editor’s note: Deborah Walker is the 
author of  “An Eastern Shore Special: 
Recipes from the Heart.” She has written 
about food and recipes for 15 years, She 
resides in Ocean City.)

ndividualism is a theory where 
political, economic and social 
independence of an individual 

are based on a person’s interest, ini-
tiative, and action.

This philosophy of  distinction 
emulsifies into areas of  authenticity. 
Imagine a world where convention-
alism prevails and uniqueness does 
not exist.

Cooking is no exception. Per-
sonal preference, level of  skill, and 
creativity blend to form the perfect 
bite. That being said, how often do 
we serve barbecued chicken? 

This American tradition evolved 
from Caribbean and Southern pit 
traditions and has continued to be-
come a favorite style of  preparation 
among home cooks and culinary 
competitions.

Barbecue sauces and styles are 

numerous, and the possibilities are 
endless. So how does one stand out? 
What makes their sauce exception-
al? And how can your presentation 
go beyond predictability? 

The concept of  singularity seems 
simple but in actuality it may be 
more complex than one thinks. The 

key to success is the details. 
May I go one step further, and 

suggest that the smaller the specif-
ics, the more important it is and 
allows one to surpass the bound-
aries of  tradition and conformity. 
Thinking out of  the box is the salt 
and pepper of  gastronomy. 

The chemistry of  barbecue sauce 
relies on a careful balance of  acid-
ity, sweetness, and thickeners. 

Each one has their specific pur-
pose and together forms a lip-
smacking topper that excites the 
palette and has the senses drooling 
for more. 

The trinity of  sweet, salty, and 
spicy is classic and hard to beat. 

When plating food, think of  your 
plate as a blank canvass. Every item 
has purpose and even empty spaces 
are a conscious decision. 

A chef  is not only a cook but also 
an artist. 

That brings us to the subject of  
Frenching chicken legs or more 
commonly known as making chick-
en lollipops.

By Deborah Walker
Foo

d Fo
r Th

oug
ht

The key to success is in the details

II
Secret Ingredient:  

‘Diversity.’
“A garden’s beauty never lies in one 
flower.”

— Matshona Dhliwayo 

Frenching Chicken Legs
1. Remove the outer edge and core 
of the pineapple. Grill both sides. 
Set aside.

Blackberry Barbecue Sauce
 • 3 cups fresh blackberries
 • 5 chipotle peppers from a can of 
Chipotle peppers in Adobe sauce
 • 1/3 cup chopped yellow onion
 • Half-cup apple cider vinegar
 • Half-cup packed dark brown sug-
ar
 • Third-cup molasses
 • 3/4-cup ketchup
 • 2 tablespoons Worcestershire 
sauce

 • 1 tablespoon Chinese hot oil
 • 1 tablespoon liquid smoke
 • 1 teaspoon dry mustard
 • 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
 • kosher salt and ground pepper to 
taste

 1. Combine all of the ingredients 
in a food processor and blend until 
smooth.
 2. Simmer the ingredients until it 
thickens.
 3. Strain through a metal sieve.

Grilling
 1. Spray the grill racks with cook-
ing spray.

 2. Heat grill to medium-high.
 3. Grill the chicken legs until they 
are two-thirds done.
 4. Using a pastry brush, apply a 
heavy coat of blackberry barbeque 
sauce to both sides of the chicken 
legs. Make sure the entire leg is 
coated with sauce.
 5. Allow chicken to get a good sear 
on both sides.
 6. Just before serving, apply one 
more coat of blackberry barbeque 
sauce to both sides.
 7. Add a light dusting of kosher 
salt, freshly ground black pepper, 
and a few fresh blackberries as a 
garnish.

Blackberry Barbecued Chicken Lollipops
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Frenching a chicken leg means the 
cutting and scraping the meat, skin, 
and tendons away from the bottom 
bone to make it clean and neat. You 
will need a sharp paring knife and 
kitchen scissors.

Using your paring knife, slice all 
the way around the narrow end of  
the drumstick to cut through the 
skin and meat down to the bone. 

Place a paper towel on the main 
part of  the chicken leg, push the 
bulk of  the chicken away from the 
base of  the knuckle bone. 

Snip away any connective tissue 

and hanging tendons. Make sure 
you pull out the thin splinter-like 
bone if  it runs alongside of  the 
main bone.

Cut off  the small upper knuckle 
and scrape the exposed bone so it 
looks white and neat. 

If  you have never done this be-
fore, you might want to watch a 
video of  this process. Once you do 
it, it is easy, and makes for a much 
nicer and refined way of  presenting 
chicken legs.

If  you are a fan of  barbecue, con-
sider blackberry barbecue chicken 

lollipops. Blackberries are in season 
and are a fresh foundation for the 
sauce. 

It is proper to pick up barbecued 
chicken legs with your fingers. 
Chicken lollipops are fun and even 
more finger friendly which is always 
a good thing. 

Trust me, your guests will appre-
ciate the extra effort.

Company is coming and barbecue 
is on the menu, consider black-
berry barbecued chicken lollipops. 
“Wow” will be the theme with every 
bite. Enjoy!
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• Sept. 5, 8:30 a.m., “Cars & Cof-
fee” at the OCC. Sponsored by 
Prestige Auto Vault, Eat Sprout & 
Doc’s Sunset Grille. Come enjoy 
the incredible array of  automobiles! 
Weather dependent. Free, coffee 
and nibbles provided. All are wel-
come. Save the date: Wednesday, 
Oct. 7 for the ‘Brandywine Valley 
Tour’ — a fall twist on the road 
rally! Daily drivers welcome. 

• Sept. 10, 5:00 p.m., “Dining 
in Colonial Maryland,” a 250th 
program. Cookbook author and 
historian Joyce M. White will be 
speaking about historic foodways 
and material culture. The talk in-
cludes a buffet of  food from the 
time prepared by Momma Maria’s. 
In partnership with the Oxford Mu-
seum. Tickets are $10 per person, 
cash bar with historic cordials. All 
are welcome. RSVP at oxfordcc.org.

• Sept. 17, 5:30 p.m., “Constitu-
tion Day” with Judge Davis. The 
Oxford Community Center pres-
ents its second annual program to 

celebrate Constitution and Citizen-
ship Day, the federally designated 
day that celebrates the signing of  
the Constitution in 1787. The pro-
gram will address the meaning of  
the Rule of  Law and its relationship 
to the Constitution. The speaker is 
the Honorable Andre Davis, the 
former city solicitor for Baltimore 
and a former federal judge serving 
on both the U.S. Court of  Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit and the 
United States District Court for 
Maryland. There is no charge for 
the event, which includes a cash bar 
and nibbles. All are welcome. RSVP 
online at oxfordcc.org. Citizenship 
Day Special: Scottish Highland 
Creamery is donating 10 percent 
of  ice cream sales to the OCC.
Grab your scoops before or after 
the event!

• Sept. 25, 5:30 p.m., “Aerospace 
Talk” with astronaut Terry J. Hart. 
Come meet the astronaut who rode 
in the 1984 “Challenger” Space 
Shuttle! The progress made in the 

past 100 years of  aerospace engi-
neering has been nothing short of  
spectacular. Hart brings this history 
to life and shares many personal 
stories from his career in aviation 
and space flight. Tickets are $10 per 
person. Cash bar and nibbles. All 
are welcome. RSVP at oxfordcc.org.

• Sept. 30, 3 p.m., OCC Classic 
Cinema Club and the Oxford Mu-
seum Presents “1776,” a historical 
Musical Drama starring William 
Daniels, Howard da Silva, Donald 
Madden, John Cullem, Ken How-
ard, and Blythe Danner. The film is 
a fictionalized account of  the event 
leading up to the signing of  the 
Declaration of  Independence in the 
summer of  1776. The film starts at 
3 p.m., with an introduction by the 
committee chairs and a Q&A after 
the film. Partnership with the Ox-
ford Museum. Popcorn and water 
are provided. You’re welcome to 
bring your own snacks. No charge. 
All are welcome. RSVP online at 
oxfordcc.org.

Oxford Community Center calender of events

Ebenezer Theater to host ‘Book Talk’
EASTON — Though Claire 

McCardell has largely been erased 
from history, much of  what we 
wear traces back to the ingenious, 
rebellious mind of  this Maryland-
born fashion designer. 

The inventor of  ballet flats, spa-
ghetti straps, and mix-and-match 
separates, she built an empire at a 
time when women rarely made the 
upper echelons of  business.

Elizabeth Evitts Dickinson brings 
McCardell’s story back in to the 
light in writing that is relentlessly 
compelling, reaching well beyond 
the interests of fashion.

The Ebenezer Theater will host a 

“Book Talk,”featuring author Dick-
inson on Sept. 13 at 2 p.m. There is 
no admission fee.

“In the hands of Dickinson, this 
is more than just the biography of 
a fashion revolutionary,” writes the 
New York Times: “It is a story of the 
fight for women’s identity and, in-
cidentally, the birth of an American 
industry.” 

Dickinson will offer a presenta-
tion on McCardell before joining 
Shore Lit Founder/Director Kerry 
Folan in conversation about the 
book. 

Copies of “Claire McCardell: The 

Designer Who Set Women Free 
”will be available for sale on site via 
Flying Cloud Books. A book sign-
ing will follow the talk.

Registration is required and can 
be accessed by visiting shorelit.org. 

The program is presented in 
partnership with Shore Lit, Flying 
Cloud Booksellers, and the Talbot 
Historical Society. 

For questions about accessibility, 
contact Kerry Folan at easternshore-
lit@gmail.com.

Register by visiting https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/1994071503546.



September 2026 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      59       



Shore Home & Garden • September 2026       www.shorehomeandgarden.com      60       


