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The hole truth

You've seen them — those
odd planters that look
like buildings with win-
dows and balconies on
their sides. Maybe you've
planted strawberries in
them. Or maybe you've
just never understood.

A ﬂying leap
Discgolfhas beenaround
since the 1960s, starting
on college campuscs.
Loved by many alrcady, it
is also experiencing a re-
surgence as a great option
for those looking to get
social and get outside.
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[cosystcm foundation

Soil is not just “dirt.” It's
a living ecosystem teem-
ing with nutrients, organic
matter and billions of or-
ganisms — embracing 59
percent of all life.

Want to subscribe?

It costs just $25 per year (including postage). Just call
410-822-4025 or e-mail circulation@americanfarm.com.
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ADVANTAGES TO OPEN & CLOSED CELL SPRAY FOAM:

* Energy efficient homes

A reduction of heating & air conditioning t T you cqp
reduction of heating & air conditioning tonnage wt”ca” : b"l[d(‘/
- Draft free environment! 1744
* Improved indoor air quality
- Comfort throughout the home Q TRidgely, MD
* Quiet homes @ ron@foamworksllc.com

 + Eco-Friendly!

-+ Dust Free! LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

‘For ‘Free Etimates Contact Ron

410-924-4819 MHIC#126344
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Whiplash comes with a change of pace

Spring didn’t just arrive — it
came in like Miley and her pro-
verbial wrecking ball, like it had
something to prove.

After what felt like one of the
longest, coldest, snowiest winters
in recent memory, we've finally
made it.

You can almost hear the col-
lective exhale. The windows are
open, the days are longer, the sun
is sticking around past dinner-
time, and everything feels a little
lighter.

Sort of.

Because right alongside that
fresh-air, open-window energy
comes a pace that can feel ... a
little aggressive. One minute
you're fully leaning into winter
mode — cozy nights, slower
schedules, nowhere to be — and

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

Sweet Simplicity

By Kristine George

the next you're staring at a cal-
endar that somehow filled itself
overnight.

And if you're feeling a bit
thrown off by it all, you're defi-
nitely not alone.

One of the trickiest parts of
this seasonal shift isn’t the weath-
er — it’s the whiplash that comes

with the change of pace.

Winter, by nature, gives us
permission to slow down. Nights
are quieter, schedules are lighter,
and no one questions you being
in your pajamas before 8 p.m.

But spring? Spring hits fast.
And while we are absolutely here
for it, we're also trying to catch
up to it.

Suddenly the calendar fills up
with practices, games, concerts,
events, and obligations — espe-
cially if you have kids. It can feel
like going from hibernation to a
full sprint overnight, with very
little time to stretch in between.

So how do you keep it all
together without burning out by
May?

Here are a few of my tried-
and-true strategies (PAGE 50)

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



SIMPLY THE BRAVE

“FIRST RESPONDERS & MILITARY, ACTIVE OR RETIRED, GET
5% OFF LIST PRICE ON SCAG EQUIPMENT

‘ty re5|dent|a;4

. POWER EQUIPMENT e
AISIMPLY %
*“THE BEST. -

5 - v Tl . 52"to 61" decks
FACTORY AUTHORIZED Suspension Seat
4 SALES, __PAIRTS 'AN‘SER‘-V.ICE “ E - Ground speeds up to 10 MPH

106 Washington Street, Cambridge, MD
Esr WWWw. easternserwcecorporatlon com
EASTERN SERVIGE 410-228-0300

Family owned and operated since 1938

INSTANT DISCOUNT ON EXISTING STOCK
UP TO $400 00 DON’T MISS OUT'

*Instock Units Only

106 Washington Street, Cambridge, MD EASTERN SERVICE

41 0'2 2 8'03 00 Family owned and operated since 1938

easternservicecorporation.com
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There is no reason you can’t have a small vegetable patch or container garden somewhere to produce fresh tomatoes,

lettuce and cucumbers for your salad.

X ¥
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There’s no reason to not have a garden

Interest in home-grown fruit and
vegetable gardening is continuing
to grow.

Customers are asking more ques-
tions about starting seeds and how
and where to grow vegetables.

Interest in raised bed gardening,
growing vegetables in containers,
and even how to use pallets, in
growing vegetables is becoming
more and more popular.

The rising costs of food, the
use of chemicals in the growing
of fresh fruits and vegetables, the
lack of enough water and climate
change in vegetable growing re-
gions are some of the reasons for
this trend, not to mention the joy
of growing your own!

“Growing your own” is a trend
that will only continue to expand.

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

Ken-Do Attitude

By Ken Morgan

There is no reason you can’t have
a small vegetable patch or container
garden somewhere to produce fresh
tomatoes, lettuce and cucumbers
for your salad.

May is the most active month for
beginning to plant vegetables.

8

The soil is warming up and the
last frost date normally has past.

Begin by planting seeds for green
beans, lima beans, cucumbers,
squash and sweet corn.

Transplants of tomatoes, egg-
plants and peppers, okra, and sweet
potatoes all should be planted this
month.

Plant in well-drained soil, en-
riched with Leafgro or some other
compost, use a liquid starter fertil-
izer for both seeds and transplants.

I also recommend an organic
fertilizer be worked in the soil next
to the transplants.

Use a high calcium fertilizer such
as Espoma’s Tomato tone to pre-
vent blossom-end-rot, for tomatoes
and peppers.

Remember to check (PAGE 44)

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



= GHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

Power Equipment, Contractor Supply, Rental Equipment, Landscape Material,
Gardening, Lumber, Electrical, Decorative Gravel, Hardware, Plumbing, Mulch/Stone,
Footwear, Propane Filling Station

NEW Scissor Lift available for rent at Choptank Supply.
Please give us a caII for details, pricing and avallablllty

e liee CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

': NI E“ESTO £ HOURS 802 Crystal Avenue, Denton, MD 21629
Miﬁldaytﬁm Fri}f;; 410.479.1233 - www.choptanksupply.com o L
6:00AM - 6:00PM LIKE US on Facebook! Delivery Available
NEW WEEKEND HOURS on Bulk MU|Ch!
Saturday 7:00AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00AM - 3:00 PM &

RENTAL.
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Tall Bearded Iris offers a rainbow of colors

Gardening Tips

By Ginny Rosenkranz

May is when the temperatures
are finally starting to stay warm

without the chance of a cold frost

during the evening,

It is also the month that Tall
Bearded Iris plants, also called
“common flag, "begins to open
their colorful lowers that bloom
in a rainbow of colors.

Most bloom in May while there
are a few that rebloom in the
cooler months in the autumn.

These beautiful perennial plants
thrive in full sun and rich, well
drained soils.

Iris has strong, above ground
rhizomes that need to be planted
about an inch above the soil line
and lightly mulched without cov-
ering the rhizome.

Colorful fragrant flowers grow
on 2- to 3-foot-tall stems that rise
above the sword shaped green
leaves.

Each stalk will produce up to 6
flowers. The flowers have three
inner petals that stand erect and
are called ‘standards’ and three
outer petals that spread then arch
downwards called “fall.”

The petals come in many colors
ranging from soft light purples to
dark rich purples that are often
thought black.

Other colors include all shades
of blue, soft pale pink through

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

Most Tall Bearded Iris plants, like this Grand Canyon Sunset, bloom in May

while there are a few that will later rebloom in the cooler months in the au-

tumn.

reds, all shades of yellow to or-
ange and pure white.

The standards and the falls can
be the same colors or contrasting
colors while some have a white
blotch on the “falls.”

Some have colorful veins that
contrast to the bright blooms. The
petals can have a smooth margin
while others are ruffled or lightly
wavy.

Only the “fall” petals have the
bright orange or yellow (some-
times white) stamens which give
the flowers their common name
of Bearded Ixis.

There are thousands of colorful
Irises but only hundreds that are
re-blooming, and every catalog
that sells Iris will present a color-
ful list with interesting names.

“Immortality” is probably the

10

(Photo by Ginny Rosenkranz)

most famous re-blooming Iris,
with pure white, softly ruffled pet-
als while “Grand Canyon” sunset
has soft yellow orange ruffled
standards and purple falls that are
edged in light orange with orange
veins and bright orange fluffy
stamens.

The plants spread by creeping
rhizomes that grow in clumps
over the ground and should be
divided with the oldest part of the
rhizome removed before replant-
ing.

These colorful, easy to grow
flowers are deer and drought tol-
erant, thriving on the sandy, well
drained soils of the Shore. ">

(Editor’s Note: Ginny Rosenkranz is
a commercial horticulture specialist with
the University of Maryland Exten-

sion.)

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



Our NEW Cambridge Bl;ahch
Opens on Monday, May 11th!

Come by and bank with us at our new location at

320 Sunburst Highway

Drive-Thru Lanes, 24 Hour ATM and Friendly Customer Service!

UEENSTOWN

BANK ——

(410) 827-8881
www.QueenstownBank.com
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Strawherry
pots aren’t
for the fruit

‘Windows’ make for efficient displays

Story by Jessica Damiano
Photos courtesy Associated Press

ou’ve seen them — those
Y odd planters that look like
buildings with windows and
balconies on their sides. Maybe
you’ve planted strawberries in
them. Or maybe you’ve just never
understood them

Typically made of terracotta,
the pots are usually tall and urn-
shaped, but shorter, wider op-
tions atre also available.

They are, in fact, strawberry
pots, and those windows are in-
tended to hold soil and strawbet-
ries, keeping them off the ground
as they grow and, therefore, pro-
tecting them from rotting.

But think outside the pot,
and you’ll find they make lovely
(and efficient) displays for other
plants, too.

Striking yet practical displays

The fenestrated containers can
be planted with succulents like
hens and chicks.

Consider the orange and yel-
low “Gold Nugget”or the silver-
haired “Cobweb” varieties for an
eye-catching display.

In colder areas, the whole pot
can be brought indoors for win-
ter; just ensure the succulents
get ample sunlight, and avoid
overwatering,

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

A lushly planted strawberry pot can serve as a focal point in a suc-
culent garden.

12
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Or create a space-saving culi-
nary herb garden by filling the
“balcony” pockets with cooking
essentials such as parsley, sage,
thyme, mint and oregano, placing
the smaller species at the bottom
of the pot and larger ones higher
up.

Then plant a tall herb like rose-
mary or basil in the opening at
the top and — voilal — you’ve
created an instant centerpiece.

You might even incorporate a
few dwarf marigolds for color.

Herbs, too, can be brought in-
doors and grown (and used!) in
the kitchen over winter.

Colorful trailing florals and vines

Trailing flowers and vines make
a statement as they spill from
the containers’ openings. Keep it
monochrome, or plant a rainbow
of colors for a dazzling display.

Trailing geraniums, petunias,
and chartreuse or purple sweet
potato vines can be alternated
around the sides of the pot.

A dramatic grass, like Cordy-
line “Festival,” can be planted at
the top of larger planters, black
mondo grass in smaller ones.

Nasturtiums, million bells, trail-
ing verbena and sweet alyssum
also lend themselves nicely to
the pots.

Green ivies provide a more un-
derstated aesthetic.

If you don’t have a lot of sun-
light, consider combining dif-
ferent varieties of caladium and
coleus for a colorful display.

Keeping it sufficiently watered

Regardless of what you’re plant-
ing, ensuring water reaches the
roots of every plant in a straw-
berry pot can pose a bit of a
challenge — but there’s an easy
solution.

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

pot with side openings.

Cut a piece of PVC piping
slightly longer than the pot’s
height, then drill holes 2 inches
apart along its sides.

At planting time, add potting
mix up to the pot’s bottom open-
ings, then position the pipe verti-
cally in the center.

Insert plants through the holes
(from the inside out), add more
potting mix to reach the next level
of openings and add more plants.

Repeat until you reach the top
of the pot, packing the soil tightly
as you go.

Water and fertilize through the
pipe, which will be hidden as the

14

Everbearing strawberries grow in an aptly-named strawberry pot, a vertical

centerpiece plant grows.

Strawberry pots are available
in various materials, but the
traditional versions are made of
clay, which can crack in freezing
temperatures.

If your area experiences cold
winters, bring them indoors in
autumn, either emptied of their
annuals, cleaned and stored, or
still housing tropicals, evergreens
ot herbs, and treat them as house-
plants over winter. ">

(Editor’s note: Jessica Damiano
writes weekly gardening columns
for the AP and publishes the award-
winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter.)

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



FeRSEEDS ARND
STARTED PLANTSH
cUsToM
PASTURE SEED &

GRASS SEED MIXES
® __

STARTED PLANTS: ARRIVING MAY IST

. ! -
13612 FIRST sTREeT 410-820-2388
OLLOW USON FACEBOOK

F
QUEEN ANNE, MD 21657 0 TALBOT AGSUPPLY, INC.
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LANDSCAPING

—
Design Build & Maintenance

N
e

Call today to schedule a free consultation.

410-739-6800 / 410-827-9614

i www.fahobsonlandscaping.com

PAWS UP
SHUTTLE

Paws Up Shuttle, LLC ;

Concierge Pet Tiandhort « Pet Care o Training '

Private, Safe, Reliable Pet Transport to:
Veterinarian «» Groomer + Day Cate

Thainer « Spwalthloﬂutd i
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| Thank you to all of our
customers, friends and family ‘

for making our first year in
business such an amazing one. |
We look forward to serving you |
for many years to come! il

LawnCare Angels

Antique & Gift Shop |
332 Weiner Ave, Harrington DE "

302-223-3382 il

Lawncareangelslic@outlook.com

SHOP ONLINE: I

Lawncareangelsanthueandg|ftsh0p com |
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@ KITCHENEBATH

UDLY SERVINGTHE EASTERN SHORE. "

WWW.SPKITCHENANDBATH.COM

410-777-9256 | Located in Park Plaza - 580 Suite C Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am to 4pm or By Appointment
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As with traditional golf, to win at disc golf, you are aiming for the lowest amount of throws per hole and ultimately for
the whole round. A round of disc golf, typically has nine or 18 holes per course, with players starting at a tee. The hole
is completed when the disc is either in the outside tray or within the chains of the basket.

Disc-cover golf another way

Story by Leslie Milby

T here’s the crack of the bat
in baseball, the swoosh of
the net in basketball, ... and for disc
golf? It is the jangle of the chains
when the disc hits the cup.

You may have seen disc golf
and its chain link baskets when
visiting parks or recreation areas,
and it may even be parked on your
bucket list for “one day.”

With the weather getting nice,
you may be surprised how easy it
is to give disc golf a try.

Disc golf is a great way to get
active without a lot of investment,
financially or otherwise.

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

“Disc golf is an ideal activity for
all ages,” said Matthew Provench-
er, owner of Off Course Disc
Golf. “It is a ‘low-impact, high-
engagement’ sport — meaning
it has a minimal footprint on the
environment but provides a great
outdoor experience. It’s also in-
credibly accessible; a high-quality
disc costs about $20, and most
courses are free to play.”

The game in one form or an-
other has been around since the
1960s, starting on multiple college
campuses. Loved by many already,
itis also experiencing a resurgence
as a great option for those look-
ing to get social and get outside.

18

You won’t even need to break
into a run - unless you have your
kids chase down the discs to wear
them down.

Since 2020, more than 6,000
courses have been established
worldwide, according to UDisc’s
annual Disc Golf Growth Report,
and 89 percent of courses are free
to use. Annual disc golf participa-
tion has grown 86 percent since
2020, as measured in rounds, ac-
cording to the report.

Disc golf has many similarities
to traditional golf, but also some
differences, of “course.”

The prices for starters, from the
equipment being more affordable

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



to the courses themselves often
being free, or at most, entry fee
to a park.

Like ball golf, to win at disc
golf, you are aiming for the lowest
amount of throws per hole and
ultimately for the whole round.

A round of disc golf, typically
has 9 or 18 holes per course, with
players starting at a tee. The hole
is completed when the disc is ei-
ther in the outside tray or within
the chains of the basket.

To play locally, there is a course
at Tuckahoe State Park in Ridgely,
Schumacher Pond in Salisbury
and Trap Pond and Killens Pond
State Parks in Delaware. If you
get hooked, check out the UDisc
website or app to find new spots
on the go or vacation. As the discs
are easy to pack, carry them with
you when traveling to find courses
nearby. Several resort style hotels
are starting to be put in courses,
including the Chesapeake Hyatt
and Resort in Cambridge.

Provencher’s mobile Off Course
Disc Golf shop, which often pops
up at tournaments and local gath-
erings, offers everything needed
to ease in, even lessons. His top
tip is to start with a lower-speed,
lightweight disc.

“They are much easier to con-
trol when you’re finding your
rhythm,” he said.

Discs feature a series of four
numbers that denote the speed,
glide, turn and fade. For a begin-
ner, his recommendation is to
start with putters and midrange
discs to develop proper form. A
starter pack typically includes a
putter, midrange and driver discs.

Sporting goods stores and on-
line retailers are other options for
equipment.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

Matthew Provencher’s mobile Off Course Disc Golf shop, which often pops

up at tournaments and local gatherings, offers equipment and lessons to get

started in the sport.

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed
with the types, or go for a more
advanced style to try to go faster
before you get accurate, but
Provencher cautions new players
to try to set themselves up for
success.

Like regular golf, there are dif-
ferent shots and distances need
different discs.

There are great tutorials online
for learning the rules and when to

19

(Photo courtesy Matthew Provencher)

use which disc.

You could also consider reach-
ing out in social media groups to
find a local pro.

From backhands to putts, and
yes, there are faults and penalties
as well, you can ease in learning
the rules before taking on a more
competitive or serious game.

If your crowd is over the play-
ground and cornholed out, a disc
golf basket to your backyard

May 2026 ¢ Shore Home & Garden



could be their next outdoor ob-
session.

“A portable backyard basketis a
great investment for those look-
ing to improve,” Provencher said.
“They are surprisingly affordable,
often costing around $100.”

Provencher is also part of the
enthusiast team working on get-
ting a disc golf course at Talbot
County’s John F. Ford Park.

Unlike a regular high mainte-
nance golf course, disc golf eas-
ily assimilates to an established
recreation area at an investment
and upkeep costs lower than many
recreational endeavors. Catering
to several groups in our commu-
nity, it would offer an outlet for
those who may not have another
way of recreation or stress relief.

A fundraising tournament is
scheduled for May 2 and 3 at the

Annual disc golf participation has grown 86 percent since 2020, as measured
in rounds, according to UDisc’s annual Disc Golf Growth Report. Most courses
are free to play.

(Photo courtesy Matthew Provencher)

park, located at 629 Diamond to showing the positive impact a
Street in Easton. Provencher said permanent course could have on

he hopes these events will be “key  the park.” s~z
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Choose from our popular, vibrant
_“Sunshine Bouquets”, grab and go arrangements,
plants, wreaths and many more gift ideas...

410'820 7575‘|‘WWW monterayfarms com®
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Farms Flower S[h]@@k
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Open Every Saturday
8 am - 1 pm or until sold out,
é % come @@[ﬁ&y

: located in front of t
n{ w..~ Easton Market Square building, .

Harrison St.
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« TREE REMOVALS Coll For A
« PRUNING FREE
«STUMP GRINDING it
« EMERGENCY STORM RESPONSE

* CABLING AND BRACING,
c D L L l H S * LIGHTNING PROTECTION
* FERTILIZATION
Tws * PLANT HEALTH CARE:
including Disease diagnosis and management,
Integrated Pest Management, and
Pet friendly Mosquito and Tick control

" 410-829-2799

We are a locally owned, family owned, and veteran owned company and we
are focused on proper tree care, safety, integrity, and being a
blessing to all our customers! - CTE Team

ANS 'Y v

_.m --

HI:I: 3

Collins Tree‘Experts

5.0 68 Google reviews %‘
“We had both minor and major pruning done to about a
dozen trees, plus one cabled. Rob, son Michael and the
rest of the crew did a great job at a fair price. They
executed the plan and even took care of additional items
that they discovered. Cleanup was great and they were
very respectful of the property. Office operations and
communication were also great.” - J_D

QUALIFICATIONS:
Maryland Tree Expert License # 2269 | International Society of Arborists #MA 6320A | Certified Tree Safety Professional #2805 i
Pesticide Applicator’s License #33968-63473 | Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ) | Certified First Aid/CPR g

WWW.COLLINSTREEEXPERTS.COM
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TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS INC.

Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years.
A NPCA Certified Precast Plant.

PRE CAST
« Septic Tanks
* Pump Tanks
* Holding Tanks
* Grease Traps A\
* Septic Pipe & Supplies &

Norweco Wastewater
Treatment Systems & Service

26425 Hobbs Rd. | Denton, MD

Visit our website for a complete list ﬂ 1-800-773-9128 - 410-479-0914 - Denton, MD
of products & services. Hours: Monday - Friday 6 am - 5 pm.

s Y Builders' ||@. @ . O
EFirstSource ig Floostey all
LET'S GET READY T0 GET OUTSIDE N~

WITH QUALITY DECKING

Antiques - Vintage - Artisans
Fun Stuff - Fanstastic Finds

OVER 40 VENDORS FOR
Opcn to the public, stop by and ask our spccmlwts s for ﬂsszstmzce/ YOUR ENJOYMENT
8401 Ocean Gateway, Easton, MD Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10 AM - 4 PM

Trex 410-822-4880 w 125 Kemp Ln. - Easton - 410.936.7400
@ Timberlech  Hrs.: 6:30 am- 4 pm Mon-Fri SPACES AVAILABLE FOR RENT
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Everything you need to create
your backyard paradise! g

Ao

We carry Bedding Plants, Geraniums, Perennials, Proven
Winners, Grasses, Hanging Baskets and so much more!

We also carry a wide range of tropicals such as: Palm trees
from winter hardy windmill to tropical palms from 3’ to 14’ tall.
Foxtail, Adonida, coconut, fan, sago - all shapes and sizes!.

1418 Main St. Stevensville, MD
410-533-4585

Hours: Mon.-Sun. 9 am - 6 pm
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Bus trip scheduled to visit Mount Vernon

DENTON — The Caroline
County Garden Club is inviting
members of the public to join them
on a bus trip to Mount Vernon to
explore George Washington’s home
and gardens, and to experience
activities celebrating the 250th an-
niversary of the United States.
The cost is $125 and includes

R e /

coach bus transportation, a private,
docent-led tour of the recently
renovated mansion, admission to
the grounds, gardens and outbuild-
ings, Visitor and Education Center,
and access to “Patriots Path,” a
Revolutionary War encampment.

Lunch is on your own on the site,
but snacks will be provided.

The bus departs the Denton
Food Lion parking lot at 8:15 a.m.,
and the Route 50/404 Park and
Ride at 8:40 a.m..

The trip will go, rain or shine, and
tickets are non-refundable.

For mote information and to
reserve tickets, call 240-419-9177.

~a

spring native plant sale, open house on May 14

EASTON — Master Gardeners
and the University of Maryland
Extension office in Talbot County
are hosting a spring native plant sale
and program open-house on Thurs-
day, May 14 at the UMD-Extension
office at 28577 Mary’s Ct., from 2-6
p.m., rain or shine.

In addition to mingling with a
group of passionate and knowl-
edgeable gardeners, you can pur-
chase native plants, ask questions
about your landscape, or learn more
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about our “Bay-Wise” landscapes
program. Visitors can seck advice
about growing plants and providing
friendly habitats for local wildlife
like songbirds, butterflies, and bees.
Master Gardeners are volunteers
trained by the University of Mary-
land Extension, who will provide
recommendations to help you make
the right plant selections for your
growing conditions.

The native plant sale will feature
six wonderful plants that improve

24

landscapes and are adaptable to lo-
cal conditions: bee balm, little blue-
stem grass, swamp milkweed, nod-
ding onion, garden phlox “Jeana,”
and narrow leaf mountain mint.

With limited number of each
species, availability of plants is first
come, first serve.

The proceeds from this event will
help support the many community
projects and educational programs
maintained by the Master Garden-
ers in Talbot County. ~&>
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Senior Resource Fair slated for May 20

EASTON — Seniors, caregivers
and their families get ready for the
annual Senior Resource Fair.

It is organized by Talbot County
Commission on the Aging.

The event is Wednesday, May 20
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

It will take place, rain or shine.

Attendees will have the opportu-

nity to speak directly with service
providers and to learn more about
the support systems in our com-
munity.

There will be health screenings,
raffle prizes, giveaways, excercise
classes and a chorus!

Food will be available for pur-
chase from Catering by Jamie.

Free transportation to the fair is
provided by Delmarva Community
Transit. To schedule a ride, call 410-
822-4155.

The Fair is located at the Easton
Volunteer Fire Department, 315
Leonard Rick Drive, Easton.

Admission and parking are free..

.g\?

Garden Club hosts spring flower show on May 9

DENTON — The Caroline
County Garden Club is invit-
ing members of the public to its
“Through The Garden Gate,” a
spring flower show on May 9.

The event will take place from 1-4
p.m., at the Caroline County Public

Library, 100 Market Street.

Admission is free.

The show will feature six floral
design categories, 16 horticulture
categories, and a special exhibit
category, “America the Beautiful:
Celebrating 250 Years.”

Members of the public may place
entries in the horticulture division
and special exhibit category.

For more information about the
show e-mail ccgardenclubinfo@
gmail.com or call 410-253-9540.

~

Monday - Sunday
10-6

Oysters, Shrimp,
Soft Crabs, Scallops,
Clams, Fish,
Homemade Crab
Cakes

CRABS
ARE HERE

410-822-5019
1021 N. Washington Street, Easton, MD 21601

GAY’S SEAFOOD & DELI

DELI HOURS
N\ Monday - Saturday 6-5

DINE IN or
CARRY OUT

Subs - Salads
Sandwiches

Fresh Baked Desserts

and Daily Specials

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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Bayshore Iris
Society hosting
‘Happy birthday

America’

EASTON — The Bayshore Iris
Society, affiliated with the Ameri-
can Iris Society, is excited to mark
America’s 250th Birthday with a
special Iris Show titled “Happy
Birthday America” Join us at the
Talbot County Free Library, 100
West Dover Street, Easton, MD
21601, on Friday, May 8.

The show will be open for public
viewing from 1pm to 3pm and is
officially accredited by the AIS,
judged by their certified judges, and
features ribbon awards. We warmly
invite everyone to enjoy the stun-
ning irises thriving on our Eastern
Shore.

The Iris Show welcomes public
participation! If you’re unsure how
to enter your blooms, attend our
informative program at the Talbot
County Free Library on Wednesday,
April 29 at 2:30 p.m.

Local iris hybridizer Pat McNeal
will demonstrate how to select, cut,
groom, and display your iris for the
show.

Entry tags and schedules will also
be provided for entering your flow-
ering iris on Friday, May 8 between
9 am. and 10 a.m.

Arriving at 9 a.m. gives BIS mem-
bers ample time to assist with your
entries.

Featured Sections include flower-
ing Iris stalks, individual Iris blos-
soms, container-grown flowering
Irises, and floral designs in this
accredited event.

With thousands of different Iris-
es registered with the AIS — and
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around 1,000 new introductions
annually — there’s plenty of variety
to showcase.

If you plan to compete, please
arrive promptly at 9am on Friday,
May 8 so BIS members can help
with entries; all flowers must be
checked in by 10am.

To select a quality specimen,
choose a stalk with well-balanced
branching and at least one fresh,
open flower.

Cut the stalk just above ground
level with a sharp, clean knife, place
itin water, and bring it to the library.

Containers will be available if
needed, but we recommend using
cleaned wine bottles for your iris
stems.

Soak empty bottles overnight in
hot water with oxygen based stain

26

removet, like Oxyclean, to remove
all labels, scrub off any residue,
rinse, and fill with clean water.

Event attendees may also join
the Bayshore Iris Society for $10
per year. BIS meets most months
on the third Wednesday in Easton.

Members learn to grow and show
Irises, to maintain display gardens,
tour Iris gardens, and participate in
our fun events.

For mote information, e-mail Pat
McNeal at irisladypat@yahoo.com
or Terry Holman at theresehol-
man(@gmail.com.

The Bayshore Iris Society is a
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization
and a member of the American Iris
Society, Region 4. Visit our Face-
book page: https:/ /www.facebook.
com/BayshorelrisSociety/. =
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Zippy Lawnz

Your Lawn Service Replacement

We can replace your lawn service with an automated
robotic lawn mowing system

quiet, consistent, reliable results
a fresh cut look everyday, all season long

Better Lawnz, No More Hassles, Lower Price
www/zippylawnz.com/membership

«gJ A7/ onThe Stage @ OCC
é Joe Alterman

With
Guest Vocalist
Lena Seikaly

di="
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Locally Owned & Operated

Competitive Pricing

Quick & Superior Service

_PATUNENT

728893
1.2 01879 G

Call Today, Start
Cleaning Up Tomorrow!

888-728-8936
WWW, paxcos.com

3

UG Y

WE BUY BOATS

We often purchase boats directly from
our customers for an even easier
experience. Whether it’s turnkey or
needs some TLC, we will evaluate your
options for an effortless transcation!

WHISTLE Serving Maryland

YACHT SERVICES and Delaware
Call/Text: 410.570.9150 | ryan@whistleys.com

Visit us at www.whistleys.com for more information

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026
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PATUXENT

—ROLL-OFF

888-728-8936
Order Today!

@ Reasons for Dumpster Rental:
Cleaning projects
De-cluttering
Junk Removal
Foreclosures
Landscaping
Moving in/out
Remodeling/Renovation
Roof tear-off
Small or large construction projects

NEM
, hO’T) @0{ for

DRIVEWAY
DUMPSTERS

1 nersl

¢ Pool Filling ® Bulkwater Delivery

Reliable Service 7 Days a Week
Danny Gambrill, Owner

WATEERBOY

POOL WATER SERVICE
410-726-3110

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



Give Mom a Mother s Day Feast and a Treat She Can’t Beat!

*Fresh Crab Meat
*Shrimp Cocktail =
*Housemade Salads & Soups
*Smith Island Cakes

*Coastal Key Lime Pies

316 Glebe Rd., Easton, MD

Q%ﬂh@/ is Our Specml@’ CAP TAIN’S KETCH oﬁce@mpmim};etchset/y,‘oodwm
Since 1982 g q Seagooz’ | 410-820-7177

BUCKET LISTER TRAVELS GEFORE YoU GO, PLAN
“ LINDSAY LISTER WITH# 4 PRO

INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT ALG\/PR@ ACC

443.786.5335 | EASTON, MD aste
LINZYBLISTER@GMAIL.COM LINDSAYLISTER.INTELETRAVEL.COM C:I.Il.E LR
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Soil is not just“dirt.” It’s a living ecosystem teeming with nutrients, organic matter and billions of organisms like bacte-
ria, fungi, insects and invertebrates like worms.

Soil is the foundation of your
garden. Keep it healthy!

Story by Jessica Damiano
Photos courtesy Associated Press

e all dream of it A
W breathtaking, lush, ver-
dant garden that nourishes our
souls and makes us the envy of the
neighborhood.

But the garden is a structure,
and like any structure, it requires
a good foundation.

That’s where soil health comes
in.
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Soil is not just “dirt.” It’s a
living ecosystem teeming with
nutrients, organic matter and bil-
lions of organisms like bacteria,
fungi, insects and invertebrates
like worms.

That ecosystem is estimated
to be home to 59 percent of all
life, “making it the singular most
biodiverse habitat on Earth,” ac-
cording to a 2023 research article
published in the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sci-
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ences.

Soil organisms keep harmful or-
ganisms in check, break down or-
ganic matter into natural fertilizer,
distribute oxygen and aerate the
soil to optimize water drainage.

Keeping it healthy is paramount
to your garden’s success.

Make sure your soil meets
plants’ moisture needs

Before planting, assess your
soil’s structure.

Sand drains too quickly, while

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



heavy clay retains too much water.
Neither will properly meet most
plants’ moisture requirements.

Improve either soil type by
spreading 3-4 inches of compost,
leat mold or well-rotted manure
over the area, then use a broad
fork to gently turn it in 6-12
inches deep.

Don’t overdo it; the end result
should be lumpy, not powdery.

Aggressive turning or tilling
harms microorganisms, kills ben-
eficial insects and earthworms,
increases erosion, removes air
pockets, releases carbon into the
atmosphere and brings dormant
weed seeds to the surface, where
conditions are perfect for their
growth.

It also moves nutrient-rich top-
soil down, replacing it with less-
fertile soil from below.

In subsequent years, simply
spread the organic matter over the
soil and allow it to work its way
down naturally as it decomposes.

Check your soil pH

What is your soil’s pH level?
Each plant type thrives only
within a specific pH range.

Learn your plants’ target range,
then check your soil’s value with
a home test kit.

If its level is outside the ideal
range, raise it by incorporat-
ing garden lime or lower it with
elemental sulfur, following the
dosing directions on the package
label.

While you’re at it, check nutri-
ent levels to ensure the soil is
rich in nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium — the three essential
macronutrients for plant health.
The results will guide your fertil-
izer strategy.

You can buy a separate test kit

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

Aggressive turning or tilling harms microorganisms, kills beneficial insects
and earthworms, increases erosion, removes air pockets, releases carbon into
the atmosphere and brings dormant weed seeds to the surface, where condi-
tions are perfect for their growth. It also moves nutrient-rich topsoil down,
replacing it with less-fertile soil from below.

or look for a combination pH-
nutrient kit.

Both are inexpensive and widely
available.

Alternately, call your local co-
operative extension office; many
provide soil tests and guidance for
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a nominal fee.
Healthy soil doesn’t
happen overnight
For the best results, focus on
building soil health slowly rather
than relying on quick fixes, which
are typically short-lived.

May 2026 « Shore Home & Garden



(2,4,6, & 8Yard)

A Local Family Business

info@talbotwaste.com
410-829-8644
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Learn your plants’ target range, then check your soil’s
value with a home test kit. If its level is outside the ideal
range, raise it by incorporating garden lime or lower it
with elemental sulfur, following the dosing directions on
the package label.

This means opting for slow-release fertilizers and
organic matter, such as compost, rather than using
fast-release synthetic fertilizers. Save fast-release
options for emergencies when you need to resolve
a nutrient deficiency quickly to save a plant.

Avoid walking on soil in beds, borders and the
lawn.

Doing so risks compacting the soil, which closes
vital air pockets, inhibits water flow and makes it
difficult for roots to grow through.

Most plants growing in compacted soil will be
stunted or otherwise fail to thrive.

Bare soil leads to erosion, nutrient deficiencies,
moisture loss and the death of microorganisms. It
also rolls out the welcome mat for weeds.

Plant something or cover the soil with a thick layer
of undyed organic mulch like shredded bark, wood
chips, straw or dry leaves.

Spread 2-3 inches of mulch around plants in beds
and borders, too.

It will retain moisture, keep soil temperature even
and discourage weeds.

Just keep it a couple of inches away from plant
crowns and stems to avoid rotting. *~g

(Editors note: Jessica Damiano writes weekly garden-
ing columns for the AP and publishes the award-winning
Weekly Dirt Newsletter.)
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TALBOT

LAND MANAGEMENT
Easton, MD

® Septic Systems ® Driveways

¢ Sewer Connections/ ® Lot Clearing
el ® Grading/Drainage

® Roll Off Dumpsters

410-463-9770

alex@talbotlandmanagement.com

® Demolition

No job too big or too small
call today for a FREE
consultation and estimate.

WWW.ROBINSNESTFLORAL.COM

Summer Hours:
foson monrsor . 410-822-8700 iy
/ - - aturday 8-5,
,' Easton, MD 21601 Sunday 104
MUST HAVE ASE CARD FOR SALE PRICES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION. NOT VALID WITH

ORDERS FOR FRESH FLOWERS OR DELIVERIES. NOT VALID ON HOUSE ACCOUNT. VALID WITH CASH, CREDIT,
CHECK. MHIC 3132241
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LET’S START YOUR SPRING OFF TO A GREAT START. COME SEE US!!!

9449 OCEAN GATEWAY, EASTON MD 21601
(410) 822-8866 OPEN TUES - FRI 8 TO 5PM & SAT 8 TO 2PM

AUTHORIZED -

 DEALRR -

Lic # MD MASTER 01-4795

Turn to the experts

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

servicing the Eastern Shore for
eI EEN O 40 years and counting! Now HIRI NG
as $76 /month X
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED Installers & Service Techs
UNIT BROKEN? Qhen experience matters Call now or email resume

$300 OFF !

—————————————— | e — = = = ey
1

1

DUCTLESS SYSTEM 1

1

1

Steele Dilling (owner) has been

$1,000 OFF .. $25 OFF

: |
1 1
INSTALLATION OF NEW SYSTEM 1
1, ANY SERVICE CALL !
1
1 1 Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 5/31/26

Call for details! 1 Must be presented at time of service.
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< COME VISIT
“ AN EASTRIDGE GARDEN for ALL your
PLANTS and GIFT GIVING IDEAS!

We lnewre & llarege sapilly of Anmualls,
BerennialsyireesyShrubsyHerbsfand
\VegetablelBlants!

Mother’s Day
is Sunday,
May 10th!

156 OFF

Lengs Sdleaiion of il home ceeor angl
onefofikindfgifts!!

An .Eas.tridge Garden

Garden Center & Gift Shop
533 DULIN CLARK RD * CENTREVILLE, MD 21617

410-758-3650 e

HOURS: TUES-SAT 9-5 | SUNDAY 10-4
*Closed Mondays*

WWW.EASTRIDGEGARDEN.COM

cag N Do you have an event
youd like to share with our
readers?
Send them along!

BUT DON’T FORGET
We need them by the 15th of the
month prior to your event,
in order to make press deadline

>

Send to:
Sheila@shorehomeandgarden.com

o T iy

Farm Store & Kitchen Deweg Farm Kltchen
1919 Allabands Mill Rd 200 Cullen St
Camden-Wyoming, DE Dewey Beach, DE

302.697.2141 302.227.8680

Visit Fifers.com
for U-Pick and Event Details!
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Backyard Birds

By Ron Ketter

Baltimore
Oriole

(Editor’s note: Ron Ketter is a member
of the Talbot Bird Club and a Maryland
Ornithological Society board member.)
P associated with Maryland than

the Baltimore Oriole.

Whether identified as the State
Bird of Maryland or associated with
Baltimore’s major-league baseball
team, the Baltimore Oriole has
long been tied to the history of
Maryland.

In 1698, a shipment of “Birds
& beasts of Curiosity” sent from
Maryland to England included
several “Baltemore Birds.” In 1731,
Mark Catesby described and il-
lustrated the “Baltimore Bird” in
his Natural History of Carolina,

Florida and the Bahama Islands.
He noted how the plumage re-

erhaps no bird is more closely

sembled the coat of arms colors
of Sir George Calvert, 1st Lord of
Baltimore.

Based on Catesby’s documenta-
tion, Carl Linnaeus included the
species in his 1758 scientific publi-
cation Systema Naturae, noting its
similarity to old world (Europe and

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

Asia) orioles belonging to the fam-
ily Oriolidae. That’s how it became
known as the Baltimore Oriole.
Despite their similarities, New
World Orioles (those found in the
Americas) are not closely related
to Oriolidae species. Instead, they
belong to a family of birds called Ic-
teridae, which include species com-
monly referred to as “blackbirds.”
Baltimore Orioles are summer
residents of the Eastern Shore,
typically arriving during the last
half of April. They prefer decidu-
ous trees, mainly open woodlands,
forest edges, orchards, parks, river
or creck edges, and backyards. Their
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breed throughout the United States
east of the Rockies, extending into
the southern parts of Canada. They
overwinter from Mexico, through
Central America, and into the
northern parts of South America.

Baltimore Orioles are medium
sized songbirds, slightly smaller
and more slender than American
Robins. They have long, thick-based
bills that come to a sharp point.
Adult males are bright orange with
mostly black wings and a solid black
head.

They have a single, broad white
wing-bar, with white edges on their
wing feathers. Females and im-
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matures are yellow-orange on the
breast, with a grayish head and back,
and two white wing bars.

The musical song of a Baltimore
Oriole is a series of clear whistling
notes, flute-like in quality, tied to-
gether in brief phrases. Some of
the mnemonics used to describe
the song include whistling “chitty
chitty bang bang”, “Here, here, come
right here, dear”, and “Here I am!
Look at me!”

While the male is the primary
songster, females sometimes sing,
although their songs mostly con-
sist of a few descending, whistling
notes rather than the more complex

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

Baltimore Orioles are medium sized songbirds,
slightly smaller and more slender than Ameri-
can Robins. They have long, thick-based bills
that come to a sharp point.

(Photo by Ron Ketter)

songs performed by males.

As soon as they arrive on their
breeding grounds, male Baltimore
Orioles claim territory and try to
attract a mate.

Males enthusiastically court fe-
males by singing, hopping in front
of her, and bowing while lowering
his wings and fanning his tail. While
some females ignore these displays,
others will sing back and give a
wing-quiver display by fanning her
tail and fluttering her wings.

Once a pair bond is established,
nest building begins. Oriole nests
resemble an enclosed basket woven
from plant material (PAGE 48)
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Feeders can
welcome

Orioles on
deck

Story by Leslie Milby

ummingbirds and their

feeders may be one of
the more popular bird niches,
but if you are looking to cater
to another fun-to-watch bird,
try attracting orioles.

In Maryland, two main types
of orioles return from the
winter for breeding season.

The most popular is the
Baltimore Oriole.

Their trademark black and
orange feathers are named for
the First Lord of Baltimore,
Sir George Calvert, whose
coat of arms were of the same
color.

The second type found lo-
cally are the Orchard Orioles,
who have a darker copper
orange coloring,

There are several other Ori-
ole species, but many such as
the Bullock’s Oriole or Audu-
bon Oriole prefer the drier
temperatures of the western
United States.

With both varieties, the
males are more vibrantly col-
ored with the females having
more dull hues, though with
every molt, the ladies get
brighter and brighter. The
males are also known for their
singing, which resembles a

flute type tone.
Where female (PAGE 49)
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Trappe museum hosting annual plant sale

TRAPPE — The Rural Life
Museum of Trappe will host its
annual plant sale on May 9 from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The event will be held at 29241
Backtown Rd.

Pop-up retail
shop, seeks
community

donations

EASTON — The Neighbor-
hood Service Center of Talbot
County is preparing to open a new
retail shop in downtown Easton.

The new pop-up shop, The
Neighborhood Exchange, is located
downtown, across the street from
the Avalon Theattre in the former
Lu-Ev Framing Shop & Gallery
space.

The shop is planned to open on
May 1 for Easton’s First Friday Gal-
lery Walk and May Day festivities,
with the store’s houts to be an-
nounced on NSC’s Facebook page.

The organization is currently
seeking donations of furniture,
home décor, artwork, lamps, and
hardcover books in good to excel-
lent condition.

Donations will help furnish the
store and ensure a diverse, afford-
able inventory.

More information about the
organization and its programs is
available at nsctalbotmd.org/about.

For donation details or inquiries,
e-mail donations@nsctalbotmd.
org. T
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The plant sale features the same
great quality as in prior year with
flowers, vegetables and herbs, or-

ganizers said.
The event is strategically sched-
uled to happen, just in time for

Mother’s Day and spring planting
Preorders are welcome by calling
410-476-4857 or by e-mailing them
to rurallifemuseum@gmail.com
The event is slated to happen rain
ot shine. *»

Neighborhood Service Center volunteer Judy Burke brings out a display ta-
ble at the new Neighborhood Exchange charity thrift shop opening May 1 in

Easton.

(Photo courtesy Neighborhood Service Center)
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j 62,{6/ AS WE CELEBRATE 42 YEARS OF GORGEOUS ART AND THE ARTISTS WHO CREATE IT!

@W Fine CQulls, MAY 157,206

PREVIEW PARTY

FRIDAY EVENING AT 6PM
MAY 15, 2026 - $100 PER PERSON

Enjoy cocktails & hors d’oeuvres
Award ceremony
First opportunity to see and purchase the art
Live music, sip and stroll among friends

Meet the artists

EXHIBITION AND SALE
’ 3 SATURDAY, MAY 16, 10-5, $5
. ﬁ:‘ﬂ.ﬂ,_w »B‘ett”pa;gé::h‘_v“&rﬁdngmu“es" SUNDAY, MAY ]7, ]0-4, $5

(Gala Preview guests may attend the show all weekend)

£ ot s'm\ OXFORDCC.ORG FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION

493311 | W AFGWealthor

BG 56C E BLOWER

e
7

FS56 RCE
WEEDEATER
was $259.00
now 229.00

RMA 480
CORDLESS
PUSH MOWER

THROUGH W i ) WD 30099
YOURSPRING V1" EEE=r=ry

410-479-1233

T O D O L I S T . 1 www.choptanksupply.com

Eastern Service Corp.
106 Washington St., - Cambridge, MD

REAL STIHL. FIND YOURS. 410-228-0300

www.easternserwcecorporation.com
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WHOLESALE & RETAIL

landscapers Welcome!

Hydrangeas, Pansies, Perennials,
Vegetables & Annuals

Hog Island Rd. « Preston, MD

410-673-7361
Hours: Mon-Sat 9-5 | Sunday 10-3 0

i

"SUSTRAWBERRY TREATS, U-PICK, FAMILY FUN
& FARM FESTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES!!

“THE DIRT"ON EMIILY'S FARM TOUR TALK”
SUNDAY"MAY 17TH ® 1PM : GROWING STRAWBERRIES

LIVE MUSIC W/GABE WILLEY
SUNDAY MAY 24TH 1PM-3PM

STRAWBERRY PICK & SIP EVENING-ON THE FARM
SATURDAY MAY 30TH 4PM-7PM

EMILY'S

PRODUCE & FARM MARKET

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

Cloek
GRANDFATﬁﬁR V;e also ﬂx wa.ll &
CLOCK REPAIR | mantelclocks

Celebrating 75 Years!
marylandclock@gmail.com

301-262-5300 | 410-798-6380

43+4 SOLOMONS ISLAND RD
HARWOOD, MD 207%6

W - GRANDFATHER
' *WALL
s MANTEL
*ANTIQUE
* MODERN
M | .BATTERY
Cotmy| One Year Warranty!

Professional Service Worth The Drive!
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Cftrppy Y polleess @%/

Skip the Flowers Give Her a Clean House nstead

CLEANING SERVICE

Reliable & Flexible ® A Women-Owned Local Company
Background-Checked ¢ FREE ESTIMATES

* @Gift Certificates Available *
Schedule a cleaning appointment today!

410.251.2838 | TidewaterCleaningService.com

Join Us
Down by the River

Free concert series held at the waterfront gazebo
overlooking the beautiful Nanticoke River CiH ESTACPIE AMLE

chair or’blanket and A t 6‘66 ﬂa&w
enjoy the' music’ s :

AT THE CHESAPEAKE BAY MARITIME MUSEUM

Savor the
Shore

MUSIC ON THE NANTICOKE 4-7 R
May; 16thrand July:/18th
Food and Refreshments will be St MICHARLY. MD -
available to purchase.
Town of Vienna | 410-376-3442

CBMM.ORG

www.shorehomeandgarden.com May 2026 o Shore Home & Garden




T hMay JUSEnng a be‘llhz"

87 lykofachekvalleyReniskmontisioiizillodierspromisdelicareloell=likedblossoms

* Lily of the valley has many
sym bolic meanings —from

serenity, purity and innocence, to

* A member of the plant family
Asteraceae, Lily of the Valley is related
to élSpd}’ZZg%S, hosta, yucca, agave,
snake plant and spider plant.

humility, humbleness and freshness.

* They are often favored for
bridal bouquets because
of their symbolism of joy, good
fortune, purity, innocence, and
other qualities associated with

young love and weddings.

o All parts of the plant are heavily Z0XZc¢
_’ for humans and a number of animals to

consume, especially cats, dogs and horses.

* Despite the toxicity of all parts
of the plant, it is perfectly safe
to smell lily of the valley, and its
beautiful scent has been used in
aromatherapy to treat depression,

relieve anxiety and reduce stress.

4
3 .
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Re-Elect Terry Dayton Wheatley
For
Register of Wills-Dorchester County

BECAUSE EXPERIENCE DOES COUNT

Worked in the legal field since | was 17 years old
25 years with Senator and Attorney

Senator Frederick C. Malkus-13 years as his
Administrative Assistant in Annapolis

3 Years with Law Firm of Wilson & Collison

7 Years as Deputy Register of Wills

10 Years as Chief Deputy of Register of Wills
Appointed Register of Wills by the Judges of the
Orphans’ Court on November 3, 2020

Various Training in the Administration of
Estates and Trusis

b J By Authority of: Vickie L. Bramble, Treasurer

<« ¢+ ANNUAL
TALBOT HUMANE
YARD SALE
JUNE 6, 2026
8A- NOON

RESERVE YOUR SPOT
TODAY!

HTTPS://WWW.TALBOTHUMANE.ORG /ANNUAL-
TALBOT-HUMANE-YARD-SALE-JUNE-6TH/

¥ 7894 Ocean Gateway
! Easton, MD 21601
410-822-0107
TALBOT

HUMANE www.talbothumane.org

'
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(FROM PAGE 8)

the pH for your soil which should
be between 6.0 and 6.8 for most
vegetables.

Be sure to water after planting
and provide enough soil moisture
(rain or irrigation) for the first three
weeks for root establishment.

Wiatch for eatly spring pests which
also begin to become active now.

Aphids, cabbage worms, cu-
cumber beetles, Colorado potato
beetles are just a few of the pest to
check for. Use organic pesticides to
prevent chemical residues on your
vegetables.

To prevent weeds, put down a
weed barrier landscape fabric. For
a more organic method consider
using layers of newspaper or even
cardboard boxes with straw on top
to prevent weeds from growing in
between plants and plant rows.

Mowing the lawn is now in full
force. Keep your blades sharp as
not to pull or tear the grass blades.

Mow often enough so you never
have to cut off more than a third
of the grass in order to maintain
the recommended height of 3 to
4 inches. Remember to irrigate the
lawn to give your lawn at least an
inch of moisture a week.

If weeds are a problem, I recom-
mend Bonide’s Weed Beater Ultra.
It will kill more than 200 varieties
of lawn weeds including, dandeli-
ons, plantain, chickweed, ground
ivy, clover and many more, without
harming the lawn.

As the tulips finish blooming,
consider applying Espoma’s Bulb-
tone or Bonemeal at the recom-
mend rate of 4-6 pounds per 100
square feet. This will help peren-
nialize any newly planted bulbs, as
well as feeding established bulbs to
help with bigger and more blooms
for next year.

Don’t be tempted to cut back the
foliage until it becomes completely

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026
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Mowing the lawn is now in full force. Keep your blades sharp as not to pull or

tear the grass blades. Mow often enough so you never have to cut off more
than a third of the grass in order to maintain the recommended height of 3 to

4 inches.

yellow. The sun will feed the bulb as
long as the leaves are green.

Fill in the gaps left by the passing
of spring flowering bulbs by plant-
ing annual flowers that will bloom
all summer long,

Prune back the branches of your
forsythia and other just finished
spring woody plants.

Prune out any thin or diseased
branches and never take more
than a third of the total plant mass
when pruning, This will insure new
healthy growth for the plant.

May is also the time when many
tropical blooming plants become
available for use around your deck
ot pool.

Hibiscus, Mandevilla and many
other tropical blooming varieties
are available and all need a full sun
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location to insure proper blooming.

Pick a day of the week and do
weekly feeding with Super Bloom
by Scotts the first and third week
of the month and a tablespoon of
Epsom Salt to one gallon of water
the second and fourth week of the
month.

This will insure continued bloom-
ing the entire growing season.

This method works well also for
annual hanging baskets and con-
tainer plants.

Remember flowers for Mom and
have a Happy May, a Happy Moth-
er’s Day, and of course, Happy
Gardening! >

(Editors Note: Ken Morgan is the
owner of Robin’s Nest Floral and Gar-
den Center in Easton, Md. This colunmn
originally ran in the May 2025 issue.)

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



EVENTS & HOURS

: DUFR
- www.smokeycatlavender.com ﬁ%

Smokey Cat Lavender Farm
5090 Long Swamp Rd, Federalsburg, Maryland

revised 4/22/26
2026 Events
May 22 - Plant Sale
May 23 - Plant Sale
June 3 - Oyster Shell Decoupage Workshop
June 4 - Sound Bath with Shayne & Farm Tour
June 6 - Salted Suds-Sun Catcher Workshop
June 13 - Lavender Festival
June 17 - Summer Garden Party with
Vintage Family Farm and Caroline Co. Garden Club
June 19 - Lavender Wreath Workshop
June 24 - Farm Girl Felts Workshop
July 1 - Sip & Paint with Michelle

OPEN
y# 2026 Hours
& June 3rd - July 3rd

Wednesday 4pm-7pm
Thursday dpm-7pm
Friday 9am-4pm
Saturday 9am-4pm

May 29, 30 & 31

9AM - 4 PM
133 N. Washington St. in Easton

Next to the old Safeway store

—

S

M b L™ . o (ARDEN CLUB

EASTERN SHORE

For the Benefit of the Scholarship Fund
of the Garden Club of the Eastern Shore |

Fuarded (963

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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May Events at Wrights Market

SPRING FLING

Saturday May 9th - 8:30 - 6:00 pm
Wright's howewade sha
jrics & e creaw are readly for
your Mother's Day colebratinu.

SAVE 10%

In-Store Purchases Only
Unique gifts, flowers
& garden items

STIRAWBERRY ARIIS &

CRARIFFAIR

Saturday, May 16, 2026
10 AM to 2 PM

It's All About Strawberries:
*Homemade Strawberry Pies
*Homemade Strawberry Ice cream
*Strawberry Lemonade
*Strawberry Shortcake
*Chocolate Cover Strawberries

Family Fun Includes:

*U-Pick Strawberry Patch *
» Bounce House * Horseback Rides*
* Face Painting* Fun Zone

Art & Craft Fair

Check out the local Art & Craft
Vendors.
VENDORS WANTED - Registration
forms available at the register, on
our website or facebook

BBQ Chicken, Burger & Hotdogs
Provided by
Mardela Spring Fire Company

410.742.8845
9300 Old Railroad Rd, Mardela Springs, MD
www.wrightsmarket.com
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¢, 800-482-8009 L
C 443-867-7330 30 YEARS!

v RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING
v CONSTRUCTION CLEANING
v WINDOW CLEANING

v * Specializing in AirBnB and VRBO Units *

ONE TIME - WEEKLY - Bl WEEKLY - MONTHLY

No Contracts! - FREE ESTIMATES - Bonded & Insured

OWNER: CHRIS MACMILLAN CLEANINGBYDETAILS@GMAIL.COM

77 y @
443-258-1042
MILES CREEK Call us for a Free Quote!

Serving Talbot, Queen Anne’s, Dorchester, Caroline, Kent, Wicomico, Worcester
Counties in Maryland | Sussex & Kent County in Delaware

Irrigation System Installation
Irrigation Repair
Irrigation Maintenance
Landscape Lighting
Water Features
Experienced &
Certified Technicians

Ongoing Support & Maintenance

info@milescreek.com

milescreekirrigationandlighting.com
- T O
Shore Home & Garden « May 2026 46 www.shorehomeandgarden.com




What’s behind the name?

O

Ridgely carries name of preacher, railroad owner

(Editor’s note: When it comes to his-
torical significance, Marylands Eastern
Shore can stand with just about any
other area of the United States. 1ts car-
ried through today in the names given to
towns, rivers, streets and creeks, but more
than 200 years later, their origins may
not be so widely known. Drawing from
“Discover Why It’s Called ...,” a 1990
booklet by Jobhn Dexter Nilsson, here is
one of those stories.)

idgely is a fully-planned city.
In 1867, several business-

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

men under the name Maryland
and Baltimore Land Association
planned a city on a site along the
Maryland and Delaware Railroad
near land owned by Rev. Green-
bury W. Ridgely, who held several
thousand acres in the area.

Rev. Ridgely already had interests
in the construction of a Queen-
stown and Harrington Railroad,
and to assure his cooperation, the
businessmen agreed to name their
town after him.

It was surveyed, mapped and
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promoted but under-financed, so
that by 1868 the effort failed.

But the town continued to exist,
and its borders are still square and
its main street wide as originally
laid out.

Rev. Ridgely was from Lexing-
ton, Ky., educated as a lawyer and
a one-time law partner of Henry
Clay, a US. Senator celebrated as
the “Great Compromiser.”

Ridgely later joined the ministry
and held services at several church-
es. He’s buried at Hillsboro. =%
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Male orioles are more vibrantly colored with the females having more dull hues, though with every molt, the ladies get
brighter and brighter. Where female orioles shine is the nest building. The nest they create hangs and droops down
from the branches like a pouch.

(FROM PAGE 37)

and hanging below a slender tree
branch.

The female builds the nest with
the male sometimes helping by
providing nesting material.

The female builds the nest in
3 stages. She first crafts an outer
bowl using flexible plant, animal, or
human-made fibers that provide the
main support for the nest.

Springy fibers are used for the
second stage by making an inner
bowl to maintain the nest’s shape.
Finally, downy feathers are used to
create the nest lining,

The female works with one fiber

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

at time, often clinging upside down
from the main twig or branch to
weave the fiber into the nest.

This painstaking work can take
from seven to 15 days to complete.

A typical nest has four or five
eggs.

Only the female incubates for
around two weeks until the eggs
hatch.

Both parents then feed the nest-
lings by bringing caterpillars and
soft parts of other insects (from
grasshoppers and dragonflies) to
the nest.

The young fledge after 12 or 13
days. Parents continue to feed the
fledglings for another two weeks, at
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(Photo by Ron Ketter)

which time the young are on their
own. By late summer, Baltimore
Orioles begin migrating to parts
south.

Currently, there are estimated to
be 12 million Baltimore Orioles.
They have been declining steadily at
an average rate of about 1.5% per
year over the last 50 years. Dutch
elm disease devastated American
Elm habitat, and with it the pre-
ferred nesting trees of Baltimore
Orioles.

This spring, keep watch for an
orange and black bird and listen for
alively tune. You might be fortunate
to see our state bird, the Baltimore
Oriole. *a»
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(FROM PAGE 37)

orioles shine is the nest building.
Choosing to nest up high, they
are terrific weavers using whatever
they can grab — grasses, stray
string, horse hair, etc.

The nest they create hangs and
droops down from the branches
like a pouch. To help them out,
leave some short pieces of yarn
or twine, under 4 inches or so in
length, outside for them to incor-
porate into their nests.

How can you attract and feed
an oriole family in your own
backyard? If you are already a
bird enthusiast with a bright and
colorful garden, you are in good
shape.

Orioles are also tempted by
bright colors and love any trumpet
shaped flowers you may already
have for the pollinators and hum-
mingbirds.

Orioles also have more slender
and pointed beaks that are great
at nibbling on fruits, and they’ll
feed on apples, berries and even
bananas that may be out.

The bulk of their diet is a large
variety of insects including cat-
erpillars.

If you’d really like to attract
Orioles in particular, it’s no dif-
ferent than bribing your children
or husband, simply offer their
favorite foods.

Orioles have a particular love
for both oranges and dark grape
jelly.

You can certainly invest in a
feeder from a nature or garden
shop.

Most oriole feeders are trimmed
in orange, their favorite color.

Many also look like a little bird
patio or gazebo, with a cover-

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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Bird enthusiasts may choose to invest in a feeder from a nature or garden
shop. Many oriole feeders are trimmed in orange, their favorite color.

ing to protect the orange or jelly
from rain and to help keep a bit
of shade.

Some also offer space for a
nectar as well as a spot to skewer
an orange and fill with grape jelly,
making it a bit easier to keep up
with all your dinner guests.

If you are lucky enough to land
both orioles and hummingbirds
though, you may need to watch
out for one group becoming ter-
ritorial or blocking out the other.

Like with any bird feeder, keep
nectar and fruits fresh and un-
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(Photo by Leslie Milby)

spoiled. As the temperatures rise,
your offerings will spoil quicker
but that is also the time when the
birds need the nectar the most.

Should you choose to offer jelly,
make sure you select a natural
variety with as little added ingre-
dients as possible.

If you’re eager to feed orioles
before getting a feeder, drop a
halved orange in a suet feeder or
even just dangle one by a string.

A small pot of jelly can also be
stuck amongst your bright flowers.

May 2026 ¢ Shore Home & Garden



(FROM PAGE 6)

to help May be what it’s supposed

to be — a season of recharge and

refresh, not total exhaustion.
Baby Steps

The first thing to remember
is that you don’t have to match
spring’s energy right away. It’s
okay to ease in — in fact, it’s bet-
ter that way. There’s a lot of pres-
sure to say yes to everything this
time of year: every sport, every
gathering, every opportunity to be
outside.

But a packed schedule doesn’t
automatically mean a happy one.
Choosing a few priorities that re-
ally matter to your family — and
letting the rest go without guilt
— can make the whole season feel
more manageable and actually
enjoyable.

Visual Schedules Are Your Friend

As someone who works with

little ones by day, I can’t overstate
the power of a visual schedule.
There’s something about seeing

it all laid out that makes life feel
instantly more manageable. It
helps you not only stay organized,
but also anticipate what’s coming
instead of constantly reacting.

I keep it simple: A giant white-
board where I map out the
month.

[ start with our non-negotiables
— meetings, church, youth group
— and then fill in the extras. It
doesn’t have to be fancy. A plan-
ner, a shared app, or even a piece
of paper works just as well.

The goal is to get everything out
of your head and into one place
so you're not carrying it around
mentally all the time.

When schedules start overlap-
ping (and they will), having
that visual can be the difference
between feeling in control and

completely overwhelmed.
Stick to the Routines that Matter

When everything else feels busy,
routines become your anchor.

Building in a few predictable
moments during the week —
things that don’t change — can
help keep everyone grounded.

For me, Sunday night dinners
are non-negotiable. My boys have
so much going on between school,
work, and their own social lives
that it can feel like we're all ships
passing in the night.

That one consistent time togeth-
er gives us a reset. It’s something I
can count on, plan for, and look
forward to, even in the busiest
weeks.

Whether it’s a weekly family
dinner, a standing workout, or
a slow weekend morning, those
small routines create breathing
room in an otherwise full sched-
ule. Protect them.

DON’S TREE FARM

6396 Hickman Rd (Rt. 16) Greenwood, DE
302-349-0555 - www.donstreefarm.com

TREES FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

Evergreens for Privacy
Deciduous for Shade
% Ornamentals for Beauty
Fruit Trees for Taste
Tropical Palm Trees

Christmas Trees for Xmas
Stop paying retail

Get More Tree

For Your Dollar!

DRIVE A LITTLE,
SAVE A LOT!

45 MINUTES FROM THE BAY BRIDGE

Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-2
Weekdays by Appointment

OPEN END OF JUNE TO SEPTEMBER

e

VINTAGE FAMILY FARMS

A HERITAGE AND HEIRLOOM HOMESTEAD

Check Out Our Evenls for 2026!
Summer UPick Flower Fields

Build Your Own Bouquet Field provides over
30 different Summer annuals to purchase by
the cup. Make your own arrangements.
Starting end of June to September!

Sunflower Nighta!

Runs in July as we transform our tulip field

into a sunflower field that highlights various

types of sunflowers.

*Sunflower Nights’s evening picking 67:'>po_rbt;?’n.ities include
food trucks, flowertainment evem;:s, mu:sj‘c\qnd more!*

WWW. VINTAGEFAMILYFARMS.COM

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026
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Be Prepared (Even If
You’re Not a “Prep Person”)
I've never been someone who
loves meal prepping, but there’s
something about spring that
makes it feel ... necessary — and
oddly satisfying.
Maybe it’s the return of grilling
season or just the reality of being

things ready ahead of time makes
a huge difference.

Think simple: Cut fruit,
prepped snacks, a pasta salad in
the fridge, or something you can
throw on the grill quickly.

Beyond food, even small things
like laying out sports gear the

Crystal clear water
for your pool, ponds,
and industrial sites.

RKD LLC Pool Water Delivery
5.0

Contact us

Owned &
Operated by
Ronnee Divon

before the
rush hits!

Proudly serving the Maryland
Eastern Shore and Delaware!

rkdllcpoolwater@gmail.com

www.shorehomeandgarden.com 51

on the go more, but having a few

night before or keeping a grab-
and-go bin in the car can save you
from those last-minute scrambles.

When evenings start to feel like
a race from one thing to the next,
a little preparation goes a long
way in keeping things calm(ish).

Most importantly, give yourself
some grace during this transition.

Shifting out of winter mode
takes time. Youre not just adjust-
ing your schedule — you're ad-
justing your energy, your routines,
and your expectations.

Spring is meant to feel joyful,
not overwhelming.

And finding a pace that works
for your family — even if it looks
different from everyone else’s — is
what actually makes the season
feel as good as we've all been wait-
ing for.=»

(Editors Note: Kristine George is
a freelance journalist who resides in
Easton.)
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Antique Discovery

w = &
By DeeDee Wood

Gifts for
Mother's
Day

(Editor’s note: DeeDee Wood is the
owner of Black Cat Curiosities, an online

antiques research and sales venue.)
other’s Day was established
M in the United States in 1914.
Ann Jarvis, a social activist,
conceived the holiday to honor her
mother, and all women who served
in that role.

President Woodrow Wilson made
it a national holiday, declaring the
second Sunday in May as officially
Mother’s Day. Gift giving followed
suit after the holiday was declared,
to celebrate all mothers on the holi-
day. Antiques are now a great way to
still celebrate the woman who holds
a central role in so many lives.

Ideas for antique gift giving for
mom, of course, follow the taste
of an individual. Mother has to like
historic objects, things that tell a
history, or useful items that can still
be used today, but are beautiful to

regard and at the same time utilize.
Antiques are often thought of as a

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

perfect gift for the central female
in anyone’s life, because they tell a
story, and celebrate, perhaps, her
childhood or past as well.

Sterling or silverplated objects
give a nod to yesterday, and have
a classy, timeless appearance when
unwrapped. A useful fruit bowl,
spoon, flatware set or chalice for
flowers would certainly receive an
approving nod from the matriarch,
as a thoughtful, tasteful gift.

Ideas range from silver tea sets,
spoons, cups, vessels of many kinds
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for kitchen service, or a simple silver
flower vase. Remember to add the
silver polishing créme to a silver gift,
as some polishing will be required
down the road.

Objects that fit onto a vanity or
bedroom dresser top are a feminine
gift with much appeal.

Objects that can be procured in
an antique store for Mom in this
genre would include brush and
comb sets, perfume bottles that
spray with an atomizer, antique
handheld mirrors, compacts, gilded

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



Vintage and antique dolls and doll accessories, such as a doll-
house or dollhouse items and furniture, toy tea sets and porce-
lain European dolls are a great reminder to a mother’s childhood.

picture frames with a picture of her
children inserted, and a variety of
other objects, such as jewelry boxes,
cosmetic containers and statuary,
just to name a few.

Vanity sets are always a beautiful
addition to this area of the home,
and can often have multiple parts
to them, such as bottles with lids,
sitting on a mirrored stand on the
vanity.

Antique jewelry, of course, is a
great gift for Mother, and there is
such a wide variety of types, they

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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are impossible to completely list.
One could go high end with gold,
sterling, gemstones and diamonds,
or more conventional and senti-
mental, such as vintage jewelry
from the 1940s and 50s,

Mid-century to modern designs
of atomic clusters, clip on earrings,
statements necklaces and other
beautiful rhinestone creations.
Mom unwrapping a beautiful
piece of historic or vintage jewelry
always brings joy to the eyes of all
involved.
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Vintage or antique household ob-
jects are always a hit for a Mother’s
Day gift. Decoration of the home is
still important, no matter what time
period, and even in modern times, a
touch of the old can tie everything
together in a decoration scheme.

Ideas for mom in this genre
include tasteful antique vases that
can be utilized for flowers or just to
decorate. Paintings and wall art are
always a hit, if tasteful and match-
ing to the existing décor.

Small antique clocks that tick
time away through the day, kitchen
antiques like old kitchen cooking
tools, antique mixers, copper molds
for the wall-they all add a touch
of elegance and interest, even in a
modern home.

Observing what is already in
mother’s home helps dictate how to
find a matching antique for useful-
ness or beautiful décor.

Last but not least, vintage and
antique dolls and doll accessories,
such as a dollhouse or dollhouse
items and furniture, toy tea sets
and porcelain European dolls are a
great reminder to a mother’s child-
hood, or her mother’s journey, and
she might already have a few to add
her new addition to on a guest bed.

They could be tucked away on a
shelf, dresser, or perhaps even on
the mantel, along with other me-
mentos of memory.

Mother’s Day is a day to celebrate
the central matriarchal figure in the
lives of those who celebrate her.
Giving the gift of antiques, along
with a tasteful vintage card, tells
her that her family cares about her
past, as well as her sentiments of
childhood, youth and memories.

Wrapping a stunning antique that
was hand selected by the giver is
always a way to make Mother feel
special on her special day. *ys»
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Food For Thought

By Deborah Walker

Homemade
strawberry
shortcake is
a can't-miss

(Editor’s note: Deborah Walker is the
anthor of “An Eastern Shore Special:
Recipes from the Heart.” She has written

about food and recipes for 15 years, She
resides in Ocean City.)

pring is finally upon us
and fresh strawberries are

ruby red and drenched

with sweetness.

There are many ways to serve
America’s favorite fruit, but home-
made shortcake is show-stopper
and rich in tradition.

But somewhere through the
process of modernism and the
fast pace of society, shortcuts
have changed the structure and
experience of a good old-fashioned
shortcake.

We will take a detailed look at
how to bring this dessert back to its
original deliciousness and add a few
twists for the ultimate strawberry
shortcake.

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

Strawberry Shortcake with Vanilla Ice Cream
and Strawberries and Strawberry Sauce

Biscuits

- 1 small container (5-count) of
your favorite Grand biscuits

Cook the biscuits according to the
instructions on the package. Allow
to cool. Using a serrated knife, cut
the biscuits in half (horizontally).

Strawberries

« 1 quart strawberries
Wash the strawberries and strainin
a mesh strainer. Slice most of them,
but leave five whole strawberries
to top each individual shortcake as
a garnish.

Whipped Cream
« 1 Extra Creamy Reddi-wip

Whipped Dairy Cream Topping

Place the whipped dairy cream
canister in the freezer 15 minutes
before using.

Strawberry Pie Filling
« 21 ounces of favorite strawberry

pie filling.
Place filling in a pan and heat over
medium-low heat for 2 minutes.

Shortcake originated in 16th cen-
tury Britain as a crumbly, biscuit-
like cake.

It became popular in the U.S.
by the mid-1800s, evolving into a
popular summer dessert featuring
split biscuits, fresh strawberries,
and cream.

Eventually the biscuit-like cake
was replaced with sponge cake and
whipped cream. Let us deconstruct
this dish so clarity and adjustments
come to the forefront.

When a recipe calls for only a
few ingredients, it is imperative that
each component takes the dish to
another level so cohesion and tasti-
ness is at its finest.

That being said, contrast in tex-
ture is a must, and crunchy biscuits
contribute more than soft sponge
cake. Also, the biscuits will hold up
better and prevent sogginess.

The following recipe includes
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Vanilla Ice Cream
« 1 container of favorite Ice Cream.
Preparation

1. Remove some of the center of
each top and bottom half of the
cooked biscuit.

2. Place a dollop of whipped cream
on the serving plate.

3. Then place the bottom half of
the biscuit on top of the whipped
cream. Add a layer of sliced straw-
berries. Gently press the strawber-
ries into the indentation of the bis-
cuit. Add a big scoop of vanilla ice
cream.

4. Crown the shortcake with the
top half of the biscuit. Drizzle the
strawberry pie filling directly on
top of the biscuit. Add another dol-
lop of whipped cream and top with
a whole strawberry. Repeat this
process for the remaining short-
cakes.

(Recipe makes five
shortcakes.)

strawberry

strawberries, ice cream, whipped
cream, and strawberry sauce.
Therefore, grand biscuits are highly
suggested.

Removing some of the cooked
biscuit filling to form an indenta-
tion in each half allows you to pack
the shortcake with more ingredients
and keeps the fixings of the short-
cake in place for a more stackable
dessert.

Place the whipped cream in the
freezer for 15 minutes before as-
sembling the dessert.

Otherwise, the whipped cream
will melt and not hold its shape
when piping which is not attractive
to the eye.

Now that we have covered im-
portant tips to follow, let us review
the exact order when plating the
strawberry shortcake.

Place a dollop of whipped cream
on the serving plate. This will act

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



as a glue for the bottom half of
the biscuit.

Load up the bottom half of the
biscuit with sliced strawberties.

Then gently press down, leaving a
slight indentation in the center for
the big scoop of ice cream. An ice
cream scoop makes the presenta-
tion much more impressive and
allows one to pack more ice cream
in each scoop.

Then crown it with the top half
of the biscuit. Again, the indenta-
tion in the top half will help secure
the ice cream.

The dessert needs a drizzle of
sauce to reinforce the theme of
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Secret Ingredient:
‘Beauty.

“Through simplicity comes great
beauty.”
— Anonymous

strawberries and give it a wow
factor. There is no need for fuss,
simply warm strawberry jam or
strawberry pie filling slightly for a
finished look.

The sauce should be drizzled on
top of the biscuit.

The piece de resistance is a big
dollop of whipped cream and a
whole strawberry as a garnish.
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As you can see this dessert is

simple but is well thought out for
the perfect bite.

Fresh strawberries and straw-
berry sauce highlight the essence
of the dessert. Biscuits give it the
much-needed contrast in consis-
tency which is a must in every dish.

Ice cream gives it height and rich-
ness, and who does not adore a big
squirt of fluffy whipped cream?

Strawberry shortcake with vanilla
ice cream smothered in strawberries
and strawberry sauce is yammy, fun,
and easy to make.

Children and adults will give this
dessert thumbs up. Enjoy! =
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Now we’re cooking!

| Flavor Meets Function |

Rainbow Tuna Bowls

How Busy Families Can Balance Time, Taste and Nutrition

FEATURE IMPACT

n those precious few minutes between waking up and heading

out the door or arriving home from school pickup. the pantry 1s a

common destination. Seeking a grab-and-go lunch, sending your

student off with a bite of protein or searching for an afiernoon
snack can leave you scanning the shelves for a go-to solution.

With snackers increasingly mindful about what they put in their
bodies, you’re not alone 1f you're looking for a snacking shakeup —
in fact, in a recent survey conducted by Bumble Bee Seafoods and
FleishmanHillard’s TRUE Global Intelligence, 50% of Americans
agreed it’s hard to find snacks that meet all their needs. According to
the survey, people are looking for foods that offer:

= “Bang for their buck” (78%)

= Affordability (61%)

m Protem packed (51%)

m Meet specilic dietary goals (48%)
= Easy to eat on the go (35%)

Among all factors, however, 70% said great taste is most important,
proving flavor remains the single biggest driver of snacking decisions.

In response to demand for powerhouse snacks that do it all while
tasting amazing, Bumble Bee Snackers easy-open, single-serve cans are
shaking up snack time with a variety of bold flavors that are perfect for
any tume, place, budget or craving.

The vartous unique flavors can be eaten right from the can and are
perfect for snacking occasions, from zesty Lemon Pepper to bold and
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savory Hickory Smoke, tastebud-tingling Sweet Heat, spicy Thai Chili
and nostalgic Tuna Salad while traditionalists can opt for classic Chunk
Light Tuna.

“Snacking has evolved,” said Dana Kowal, senior director brand
marketing and corporate affairs at Bumble Bee Seafoods. “People want
it all: bold flavor, real protein and grab-and-go simplicity — and they
want it at a price that makes sense.”

The 3-ounce cans are premixed and can be enjoyed straight from the
can, paired with crackers or veggies, or tossed in salads, sandwiches or
wraps. To tun them into quick, family-friendly dinners or make-ahead
lunches, consider these adorably colorful and crave-worthy Rainbow
Tuna Bowls balanced with sweet mango, creamy avocado, crisp radish
and spicy tuna.

For a perfect addition to your game day spread, these Bang Bang
Tuna Sliders are spicy, creamy, crunchy and easier to make than
they look with just a few ingredients and fun flavor. Tuna is topped
with a layer of coleslaw and spicy mayo to solve those afternoon
hunger pangs whether you're in the office or enjoying the comforts
of home.

When dinnertime calls for a busy-season meal that’s light yet filling,
Garden Farro Tuna Salad is a must-save recipe to add to your rotation.
It’s bright, herbaceous and offers easy expenmentation — simply swap
similar ingredients based on what’s fresh and in-season or make it all
your own with your family’s favorite produce.

To find more snacking solutions that are packed with flavor while
saving time and money, visit BumbleBee.com.
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Rainbow Tuna Bowls
Servings: 2

2 cups cooked
sushi rice

2 radishes, sliced

1 can Bumble Bee
Snackers Sweet
Heat Tuna

1 mango, cubed

3 tablespoons shelled
edamame

1 avocado, sliced

1/4 cup shredded

red cabbage = 3 QB CAT
2 tablespoons thinly : W BUNA
sliced scallion f y N\
furikake, for serving v NS T
Sriracha, for serving .
In two shallow bowls, layer
rice on bottom then evenly . |
divide radish, tuna, mango, [ = " HT TUNA
edamame, avocado, cabbage e THA‘ GH”_l
and scallion. Sprinkle with — =
furikake and Sriracha.

Bang Bang Tuna Sliders

Bang Bang Tuna Sliders 1 can Bumble Bee Snackers Thai Chili
Tuna, included whole chili minced
and reserved

4 slider buns

Garden Farro Tuna Salad Servings: 2

Servings: 4 8 ounces tri-color shredded cabbage ) o )
(coleslaw mix) In small bowl, mix cabbage, lime juice, oil
2 quarts salted water 2 tablespoons fresh lime juice and salt.
1 cup pearled farro (1 lime) In another small bowl, mix mayo, chili
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil 2 tablespoons olive oil sauce and minced chili from tuna can.
3 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 1/2 teaspoon sea salt On bottom of each bun, evenly divide layer
(1 lemon) 1/4 cup mayo of coleslaw followed by tuna. Drizzle sauce
2 tablespoons chopped fresh 2 tablespoons sweet Thai chili sauce over top, to taste. Cap with top bun and serve.

dill, basil or mint
1 tablespoon honey
1/2 teaspoon sea salt
1 can Bumble Bee Snackers
Tuna Salad
6 small radishes or
1 cucumber, sliced
1 cup cherry tomatoes, halved
1/2 cup roasted hazelnuts
freshly ground black pepper,
to taste
crumbled feta or goat cheese,
for serving (optional)

In medium pot over high heat, bring
water to boil. Add farro, reduce heat
and simmer uncovered until tender,
20-30 minutes. Drain; do not rinse.

In large bowl, whisk oil. lemon
Juice, herbs, honey and salt. Stir in
cooked farro to evenly coat; set aside
or refrigerate to cool.

Once farro is chilled or at room
temperature, fold in tuna, radish or
cucumber and tomato. Sprinkle with
nuts and black pepper, to taste. Serve
with cheese, 1f desired. Garden Farro Tuna Salad
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‘She shed’ sale to benefit local students

EASTON — Since 1999, the
Garden Club of the Eastern Shote
has awarded an annual merit-based
scholarship to a graduating high
school senior who attends school
in Talbot County or who is home
schooled.

The award is given at Awards
Night to a senior who expects to
major in horticulture, landscape
architecture or design, botany, envi-
ronmental science or a related field
in college, community college, or a
certified program.

More than 29 scholarships have
been awarded totaling approxi-
mately $70,000 dollars since the
award was established 27 years ago.

The GCES holds a major bi-
annual fundraising event to raise
money for its merit- based scholar-

ships. This year’s fund raiser is the
return of the exciting “She Shed”
Sale event which will be held this
time on May 29 and 30 from 9 a.m
to 4 p.m. and May 31 from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in an historic home at 133
Washington Street in Faston, with
plenty of parking next door in the
old Safeway parking lot. .

The She Shed Sale committee
has been collecting wonderful like-
new items for the sale for several
months and hopes that shoppers
will arrive ready to buy the assorted
eclectic items. Mark your calendar
for fun and amazing bargains!

The quality of candidates in 2025
made it possible for the GCES to
select a total of three scholarship
winners.

St. Michaels High School gradu-

Embroidery
Digital Heat Press

Vinyl Graphics

Chesapeake
@fgpfﬁé‘sg

Promotional ltems

ate Madelynne Plog received $6,000
to pursue studies in shoreline
sustainability and marine sciences
at UNC Wilmington. Receiving a
$3,000 scholarship, Easton High
School graduate Olivia Orrell
hoped to pursue the agriculture
program at Chesapeake College.
Kiera Bertrand, a St. Michaels High
School graduate, received a $3,000
scholarship and planned to study
wildlife biology at Salisbury Univer-
sity. Proceeds from the GCES fun-
draisers make it possible to award
generous scholarships each year.

For more information about
GCES programs, how to apply for a
scholarship, or to make a contribu-
tion to the scholarship fund, write
to GCES, PO. Box 1924, Easton
MD, 21601.%»

Celebrating 97 years!
=t

Saslern Shore

Nurseriesdnac,

Happy
Mothers Day

Since

Encore Azaleas, Knock Out
Roses, Endless Summer

ChesapeakeGraphics.com |

410-643-6402 |

401 Brookletts Ave Easton b
customerserviceechesapeakegraphics.com

MHIC #50061

Kevin Lomax

Painting Contractor

Interior

Exterior

Cell:  410-924-6122

Shore Home & Garden « May 2026

58

Hydrangia
=, 7
30104 Dover Rd.

Easton, MD 21601 4108221320

97 yearg in buginess over 30,000 plants in etock

How do you ‘like’” us now?

Have you had a chance to check out our
Facebook page? ... This site promises to offer
more interaction for our readers — both with our
editors and staff, and with each other. Post your
photos and ideas that you'd like to share, and enjoy
highlights of that month’s issue of Shore Home &
Garden Magazine. Visit us at hteps://www.facebook.
com/ShoreHomeGardenMagazine,
and “like” us today!
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CRAWL SPACE ENCAPSULATION
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INSULATION COMPANY

Keep Your Home Comfortable,
Dry, and Efficient This Spring
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From attic insulation to crawl space moisture control,
we help get your home ready for spring.

Save up to $15,000 with Utility Rebates

Basement Waterproofing Crawl Space Encapsulation

Air Sealing & Insulation Heating & Cooling
Energy Audits }-‘-!-‘,A‘é Structural Repair
PERFORMANCE

8625 Brooks Drive, Easton, MD 21601




JASON'S

COMPUTER SERVICES

YOUR EASTERN SHORE
COMPUTER REPAIR, SALES SPECIALIST
& MANAGED SERVICES

REMOTE SERVICE

NEW COMPUTERS

x

COMPUTER SERVICE

r WHAT'S UPT MEDIA %

EASTERN SHORE

WE REPAIR

| Maintenance
On-Line Backup
Data Recovery
Broken Laptop Screen
Virus Removal

jcscomp.net Computer Upgrades

Call Today! 9231 CENTREVILLE ROAD

410.8209467 @ EASTON, MD



