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Residential • Commercial 

410-820-8701 or 1-888-MR-ROOTER
For more info or to schedule appt., contact marsha@mrrootermdde.com

Fast 24 Hour 7 day a week 
service - call anytime.

• Septic Tank Cleaning
• Sewer Rooter Service
• Drainfield Restoration
• High Pressure Water Jetting

Serving Talbot, Caroline, Dorchester, Kent and Queen Anne Counties.

Don’t ruin the 
sweet smell of 

Summer with odor from 
an overfl owing septic system.

SEPTIC • SEWER • DRAIN

Septage Management 
For A Cleaner Environment

• NEW! Precision Trenchless Pipe Repair
No Dig – No Mess – No Fuss.

• Video Pipeline Inspection
• Goulds Pumps
• Trenchless pipe repair

Always there when
 you need us 24/7

®
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1212   
 With their bright colors, 
summertime scent and 
refreshing taste, a home-
grown citrus is a tempting 
pick for customers seeing 
them at local nurseries.

Barndominium mania!
 ‘Barndominiums’ are 
gaining popularity. Living 
in a barn-like building is 
a point of pride for many 
homeowners attracted to 
their rural look and feel.

1818

Give citrus trees a try?Give citrus trees a try?

Stretch it out for three seasons!  
  Spring and summer means it’s a 
prime time for plants flowering and 
looking their best. Plants that carry 
their beauty into a third season can 
keep a garden or flower bed vibrant.

2626
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802 Crystal Avenue, Denton, MD 21629
410.479.1233 - www.choptanksupply.com

LIKE US on Facebook!

Give us a call for pricing and 
rental reservations!

CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.
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 Decorative 
Gravel 

 Pavers 

 Equipment 
Rental 

 Hardware 
 

COME SEE US FOR YOUR DIY PROJECTS, 
BIG OR SMALL! 

 
NEED LUMBER?   

We’ve got you covered!! 

802 Crystal Avenue, Denton, MD  21629 
(right behind B&R Auto Parts) 

410.479.1233  www.choptanksupply.com 

We also 
carry  

PAINT! 
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$129.95

Delivery Available on 
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CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

©2017 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

Find the right products for your project and expert advice at True Value®.

®BARGAINS    MONTHof 
the

Mar17 BOM Ad - Zones TXZ

Gal. Extended Control 
Weed & Grass Killer  
L 161 996 B4  While supplies last.
* $3 mail-in rebate. Limit 2 rebates.  
Customer responsible for taxes and fees. 

SAVE 25% or more

4999
6-Cu.-Ft. Steel Wheelbarrow  
Seamless metal tray. Pneumatic wheel with 
2-ply tire.  T 588 683 1  While supplies last. 

2299

 -300
sale price

mail-in rebate*

2399

 -200
sale price

mail-in rebate*

1999
FINAL PRICE

2199
FINAL PRICE

5,000-Sq.-Ft. Coverage
30-0-4 Turf Builder® with 
Halts® Crabgrass Preventer  
L 161 991 40  While supplies last. 
* $2 mail-in rebate. Limit 2 rebates.  
Customer responsible for taxes and fees.

4299
30-Lb. Dog Food  
High prairie formula: bison, venison 
and lamb. Grain free.  H 159 992 1   
While supplies last. 

HOT DEAL!499
20-Lb. Wild Bird Food 
L 501 272 1  While supplies last. 

10-Lb. Black Oil Sunflower 
Bird Seed  L 106 118 1  
While supplies last. 

YOUR CHOICE

SAVE 35% or more

799
YOUR CHOICE

HOT DEAL!

NaturalAire Microparticle Furnace Filters
 Choose 16x20x1, 16x25x1, 20x20x1 or 20x25x1.  
F 214 021, 023, 026, 028 F6  
While supplies last.

CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.
802 Crystal Avenue
Denton, MD 21629

(410) 479-1233
www.choptanksupply.com

                                 Store Hours
Monday - Friday   6:00AM - 6:00PM
Saturday               7:00AM - 2:00PM
Sunday                 9:00AM - 1:00PM

Sale ends 3/31/2017

FREE Shipping to our store on your TrueValue.com orders.

NEW STORE HOURS 
Monday thru Friday    
 6:00AM -  6:00PM 

NEW WEEKEND HOURS
Saturday 7:00AM  - 4:00 PM  
Sunday 9:00AM – 3:00 PM

Delivery Available 
on Bulk Mulch!

NEW Scissor Lift available for rent at Choptank Supply. 
Please give us a call for details, pricing and availability. 
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This time a year ago, my family 
adopted our first golden retriever 
— a giant, lovable ball of fluff we 
affectionately named Adley. 

He joined our basset hound 
sisters and two cats at home, 
instantly doubling the chaos and 
tripling the joy. 

While most days, my husband 
refers to him as “Captain Chaos,” 
Adley and his fur siblings have 
become one of our family’s big-
gest sources of stress relief.

This became especially clear 
this past summer, when we said 
goodbye to our oldest basset 
hound, Scarlett. 

She had been with us for more 
than a decade, and her passing 
left a heavy silence in the house. 

It was Adley — goofy, affec-
tionate, ever-present Adley — 
who helped ease that ache. 

Whether he knew we needed 
extra snuggles or was simply 
being his loving self, he was a 
comfort in the achingly quiet 

moments when grief felt too big 
for words. 

Pets, it turns out, are not only 
our companions in joy but also 
our anchors in sorrow.

And we’re far from alone in 
this. 

Pets of all shapes and sizes offer 
a surprising yet powerful source 
of emotional support. 

Whether it comes with four 
legs, feathers, or even scales, sci-
ence shows that owning a pet can 
have measurable effects on brain 
chemistry — including increas-
ing levels of serotonin, the “feel-
good” neurotransmitter.

So, how do you know what 
works for you? 

The key isn’t the 

Pets help us feel better, a tail wag at a time

By Kristine George
Swe

et S
imp

licit
y

(PAGE 30)          

Monteray Farm’s Flower ShackMonteray Farm’s Flower Shack

410.820.7575 | www.monterayfarms.com410.820.7575 | www.monterayfarms.com

See You Saturday!See You Saturday!
Open 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m

located in front of the 
Easton Market Square building, Harrison St.

We have fresh bouquets, 
plants and garden inspired gifts!
Come see our new, clean, natural, 

handcrafted candles, salves and dog treats.

The Shack’s stocked with The Shack’s stocked with 
all you need to brighten all you need to brighten 

anyone’s dayanyone’s day
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www.easternservicecorp.com
106 Washington Street, Cambridge, MD

410-228-0300

 Where the best deals on lawn and 
garden equipment are found!

Finally an 
affordable 
compact 
tractor.

#1 Professional 
Grade Trailers

Tackle those yard 
chores with the top 
rated handheld power 
equipment

Since 1961 the most 
recognized name in 
mowing equipment

106 Washington Street, Cambridge, MD
410-228-0300

EASTERN SERVICE. WHERE SERVICE IS PART OF EVERY SALE.
GET YOUR BEST DEAL 

THIS SEASON ON A SCAG 
ZERO TURN. 

JUST ANNOUNCED GET A 
FREE* EXTENDED 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY ON SELECT 

MODELS

 SCAG IS SIMPLY THE BEST 
BEST IN DURABILITY! 

BEST IN VALUE!
* Call for details.
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Welcome to June, the first month 
of  summer and it is National Peren-
nial Plant Month. 

Perennial plants offer a low-
maintenance planting solution for 
long lasting beauty. 

Unlike annual plants that need 
replanting every season, perennial 
plants, once they are established 
come back year after year. 

They offer many different vibrant 
colors, textures and structure with 
minimal upkeep. 

Most perennial plants attract pol-
linators and many are long-lived 
plants with extended bloom times. 

Creating a pollinator-friendly 
garden using perennials is essen-
tial for bio-diversity in the garden 
and provides a reliable source of  
nectar and pollen year after year, 
making them ideal for supporting 
bees, butterflies, hummingbirds and 
beneficial insects. 

Birds also benefit from a bio-
diverse perennial garden in that 

most perennials provide seed-heads 
in fall and into the winter months.

Here are a few of  my favorite 
perennial plants, and some of  their 
attributes in planting them:

• Coneflowers (Echinacea) come 
in a variety of  colors, (purples, 
pinks, white and now oranges and 
reds) blooms over a long period of  
time, blooms during the summer 
when most flowers stop blooming, 
is drought-tolerant and like to be 

planted in the full sun. They are pol-
linator magnets and provide seeds 
for birds in the fall and winter.

• Black-Eyed Susans (Rudbeckia 
hirta) native and Maryland State 
flower, blooms over a long period 
of  time, provides nectar and seeds 
and is deer resistant and likes to be 
planted in the full sun.

• Daylilies (Hemerocallis) drought 
tolerate, grows in poor soil, blooms 
early to late summer (many newer 
varieties are re-bloomers), they 
are available in a variety of  colors 
and likes full sun and they are deer 
resistant. 

• Sedum (Stonecrop) succulent, 
drought tolerant and will grow in 
poor soils and full sun. It blooms 
in pink, reds and yellows and they 
bloom late summer into fall. 

• Salvia (Sages) extended bloom 
time and when spent blooms are cut 
they are re-bloomers. It is low main-
tenance, attracts hummingbirds and 
butterflies and comes (PAGE 24)          

Perennials can add versatility, color

By Ken Morgan

Ken
-Do

 Att
itud

e

Coneflowers come in a va-Coneflowers come in a va-
riety of colors, including riety of colors, including 
purples, pinks, white — purples, pinks, white — 
and now oranges and reds.and now oranges and reds.
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What’s under
 your roof?

Not all insulations are created equal!

Advantages to open and 
closed cell spray foam:
• Energy efficient homes 

• A reduction of heating and air
conditioning tonnage

• Draft free environment

• Quiet homes

• Dust free

• Improved indoor air quality

• Comfort throughout the home

Spray in place 
polyurethane 

foam insulation.

Locally Owned & 
Operated for over 10 years

“The first alternative in 
alternative energy… is 

simply using less”

Ronald Christopher
ron@foamworksllc.com 

Ridgely, MD 21660

Retrofit your existing attic and crawl space to save on energy costs!

Eco-Friendly!

Before

After

Residential & Commercial
Additions, New Homes, 
Pole Barns,  & Attics.

 If you can build it, we can insulate it!

For Free Estimates Contact 
Ron 410-924-4819

www.foamworksllc.com                MHIC#126344
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Blue false Indigo or Baptisia aus-
tralis is a lovely herbaceous peren-
nial plant that waits until the spring 
warms the earth before emerging 
with a large clump of soft colored 
blue green clover like leaves in May. 

Each leaf is made of three leaflets, 
and each leaflet can grow 2 inches 
long with smooth edges. 

These trifoliate leaves are arranged 
on the stems in an alternate fashion, 
and the plants can grow up to 3-6 
feet tall and 2-3 feet wide. 

Once the leaves have emerged, the 
plant concentrates on creating the 
beautiful blue-purple flowers. 

Each I-inch flower has four or 
five petals that are fused together to 
form a heart shape and attract lots 
of butterflies and other pollinators 
to feast on the nectar. 

These beautiful flowers are ar-

ranged on an upright spike that 
towers at least 12 inches over the 
foliage, and bloom for up to three 
weeks. 

The flowers can be cut for bou-
quets to enjoy indoors or left to 
enjoy on the plants. 

After the flowers finish blooming 
the seed pods begin to emerge as 
small balloons that puff up with a 

sharp tip at the top. 
They mature into 2- to-3-inch-

long pods that ripen from green 
to black and contain lots of loose 
seeds. 

These decorative pods can be left 
on the plants to add color and tex-
ture to the garden throughout the 
summer and into the fall and winter 
or can be cut to add 

Blue false 
indigo a 

treasure in 
blue-purple

By Ginny Rosenkranz

Gar
den

ing
 Tip

s

(PAGE 44 )          

Blue false Indigo flowers are arranged on an upright spike that can tower at 
least 12 inches over the foliage, and bloom for up to three weeks.

(Photo by Ginny Rosenkranz)
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(410) 827-8881 
www.QueenstownBank.com

What Does

Do for You?
We have lending 

solutions for your 
business, home or even 
that summer vacation. 
There are a wide variety of lending 
needs that our communities have. 
From helping to support your business, 
to buying a home, to paying for that 
summer vacation getaway you’ve 
been putting off, Queenstown Bank 
has a variety of lending options. Stop 
by any of our branches and see what is 
available for you! 
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ith their bright color, 
summertime scent and 
refreshing taste, citrus 

trees are a tempting pick when 
seeing them at your local nursery.

Christy Little, owner of  A Little 
Farm and Nursery in Stevensville, 
says while it isn’t all easy-peasy-
lemon-squeezy, lemon, lime and 
kumquat trees are a fun project 
that can even be fruitful even in 
Zone 7. 

Little’s nursery has what could 
be considered a little citrus grove 
tucked in their hot house. 

While there are ducks in their 
pond rather than alligators, their 
fruit trees show citrus is not just 
for Florida and California. 

Little encourages selecting a 
plant that was started at least three 
years ago. 

A nursery can better spoil the 
plant and help it grow strong and 
resilient so by the time it comes 
to your house, you can reap the 
fruits of  labor. 

While getting a younger plant is 
often cheaper, the risk of  loss is 
often higher, too.

Another small investment is 
getting a larger pot for your plant. 

With Maryland experiencing all 
four seasons distinctly, keeping 
your plant mobile to enjoy spring 
and summer weather while being 

W

Citrus not just a Florida thing

Story, photos by Leslie Milby

With Maryland experiencing all four seasons distinctly, keeping your plant 
mobile to enjoy spring and summer weather while being able to come back 
indoors before the temperature drops can help keep it thriving.

Growing lemon, 
lime, kumquat trees 
can be fun on Shore
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able to come back indoors before 
the temperature drops can help keep 
it thriving. 

Little said that making sure you 
set your plant in a location that is 
able to get some sun for at least 
six hours a day is warmer than 32 
degrees will help them weather the 
winter just fine. 

Plus, their green leaves will still 
keep you feeling sunny through the 
cold weather as well. 

Potentially, citrus trees could sur-
vive outside, but they would be far 
from thriving. 

The tree would quickly start to 
defoliate and need to focus it’s en-
ergy into surviving and growing new 
leaves rather than fruit, Little says.  

Still, with a potted plant, you’ll 
need to put the work in in other 
ways. 

Little says all the nutrients your 
plant is getting are coming from the 

othing says summer decor 
like a bowl of  citrus sit-
ting on the counter (per-

haps other than a strand of  fly 
tape hanging up) but the display 
will unfortunately speed up the 
drying out and
spoiling process.

If  you plan to use the fruits 
quickly, display away! For longer 
lasting fruit, the best practice is 
to store them in an airitight bag 
or container, and even better 
yet, place them from there in the 
crisper drawer of  your refrig-
erator. On average, this will take 
them from lasting a week on your 

countertop to close to a month in 
your refrigerator.

Growing your own? The crisper 
drawer is also where to put lemons 
that are still green to help them 
ripen up.

A lemon or lime that is going 
bad will start to have discoloration 
and look wrinkled, a sign that it is 
losing juice. 

A fresher lemon or lime will 
also taste sweeter, while one that 
is starting to dry out will give more 
of  an acidic taste.

For fruit you’ve cut with some 
leftover, the best bet is to wrap it 
in saran wrap and place back in the 

airtight container, and then back 
to the crisper drawer.

Still can’t use them up quick 
enough? 

Slice what’s left into wedges, 
flash freeze on a cookie sheet 
and then store them in an airtight 
container for up to six months! 

They can also be frozen whole 
for up to a year, though they’d 
be better for juicing or cooking 
rather than being used as their 
whole form. 

Zest can also last six months 
in the freezer, while juice poured 
into ice cube trays can last around 
three to four months. 

N
Citrus offers zest, store & more

(PAGE 45)          

Citrus trees will grow blossoms and then fruit in clusters. Many times they 
will naturally drop immature fruit, but you can also pinch off the excess buds 
or fruits to encourage growth.
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soil, so it is important to change 
it out yearly as she does with her 
plant babies. 

Early spring is the best time to 
repot, as the tree is transitioning out 
of  dormancy.  

Little also recommends using 
an organic supplemental fertilizer 
made specifically for its needs such 
as Citrus Tone in spring and fall to 
keep your tree thriving. 

Citrus trees will grow blossoms 
and then fruit in clusters. 

Many times they will naturally 
drop immature fruit, but you can 
also pinch off  the excess buds or 
fruits to encourage growth. 

You can also snip off  weak or 
dead limbs as needed. 

Little recommends talking to lo-
cal nurseries for advice on specific 
varieties. 

Even dwarf  varieties you might 
want for your kitchen window have 
the potential to grow a few feet tall 
and will eventually need the indoor/
outdoor treatment. 

One of  her favorite varieties she 
is trying her hand (or rather, green 
thumb at)  is a Ponderosa lemon 
tree, which is a hybrid of  a citron 
and a lemon. 

They grow what looks like an 
oversize bumpy lemon, which can 
weigh multiple pounds.

Looking to learn more? 
A Little Farm and Nursery hosts 

workshops, mainly in January and 
February, visitors can get their 
hands dirty learning about propa-
gation, berries, ginger and even 
wildlife and pollinators. 

In the meantime, Little says she is 
always willing to talk about plants 
and care.

A nursery can better spoil a citrus tree and help it grow strong and resilient so 
by the time it comes to your house, you can reap the fruits of labor.
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Paradise Found...
Let us create one for you!

Grandfather 
Wall • Mantel

Antique • Modern 
Battery

1251 W. Central Ave. Suite G-3 
Davidsonville, MD 21035

301.262.5300 - 410.798.6380

Professional Service 
Worth The Drive
One Year Warranty

www.marylandclockco.com  1251 W. Central Ave G-3  Davidsonville, MD 21035   410-798-6380   301-262-5300

CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  5511  YYeeaarrss

GRANDFATHER  
CLOCK REPAIR 

We also fix wall & mantel clocks

www.marylandclockco.com

• Pool Filling • Bulkwater Delivery
Reliable Service 7 Days a Week

Danny Gambrill, Owner

WATERBOY 
POOL WATER SERVICE

410-726-3110



June 2025 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      17       

July 8July 8thth-12-12thth

Tuesday 6 pm - 10 p.m., Wednesday 6 pm-10 pm, Tuesday 6 pm - 10 p.m., Wednesday 6 pm-10 pm, 
Thursday 6 pm - 11 pm, Friday 5 pm - 11 pm, Thursday 6 pm - 11 pm, Friday 5 pm - 11 pm, 

GREENSBORO ROAD, ACROSS FROM THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLGREENSBORO ROAD, ACROSS FROM THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Check our 
website or 
Facebook 
for updates.

greensborovfc.com

Fireworks
July 12th at Dusk

Rain date July 13th

Greensboro Volunteer Firemans 
Annual CARNIVALAnnual CARNIVAL

For more 
information call

410-482-8420
13781 Greensboro Rd.

Greensboro, MD

PRESALE SPECIAL
$20.00 - $30 at the door.

Ride All Night Bands 
Are Available Through 

Members or On
 Facebook
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or people of  a certain age, 
hearing, “Were you born in 

a barn?” as a child usually meant 
you had left a door open to the 
great outdoors, letting precious air 
conditioning out and dastardly flies 
and mosquitoes in.

But as “barndominiums” gain 
popularity, living in a building 
built like a barn is a point of  pride 
for many homeowners attracted 
to their rural look and feel.

Barndominiums mar r y the 
charm and utility of  a farm build-
ing with the features of  modern 
living. 

Their usual calling cards are post 
construction with a metal roof  
and siding outside and exposed 
wood beams and open floor plans 
inside. 

The term “barndominium” goes 
back to 1989, when Connecticut 
real estate developer Karl Nielsen 
created a community centered 
around raising horses, featuring 
stables on the ground floor and 
living quarters above. 

The trend really caught fire 
in 2016 when Chip and Joanna 
Gaines transformed a 1,000-qua-
re-foot barn into a home on their 
popular HGTV show “Fixer Up-
per.”

Builders and buyers of  these 

country condominiums say they 
often out compete traditional cus-
tom homes on price, have quick 
build times, less maintenance over 
time and fit in well with the East-
ern Shore’s rural character. 

“It’s the modern-day farm-

house,” says, Gary Sensenig owner 
of  Pole Buildings Unlimited in 
Dover, Del. 

While many builders offer a 
slew of  models to choose from 
and barndominium kits exist for 
do-it-yourselfers, they’ll also start 

Story by Sean Clougherty

F

Trend marries 
charm and utility of  
a farm building with 

modern living

Barndominiums gain popularity
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from scratch with a client, making 
the home totally unique but not 
sticking out like a sore thumb. 

They can be as elaborate as any 
custom home or trimmed down 
to the minimum. 

“Everything about this is cus-

tomized, right down to the exact 
little need or desire of  the client,” 
Sensenig says.

After more than a decade of  
focusing on farm buildings and 
garages, Senseing said local inter-
est in investing in barndominiums 

really heated up about three years 
ago. 

He said they had the exterior 
part down pat, but had some trou-
ble getting contractors to come in 
to do the interior “fit-out” stage. 

Sensenig, like many pole build-
ing companies, now offers the 
start-to-finish process, what he 
calls turnkey, for clients.

“Nobody was really filling that 
need,” Sensenig says, “So let’s go 
for it.”

When Sandy and Jeff  Biskach 
moved to Dorchester county last 
year they wanted their new home 
to fall in line with the farmland 
that would surround them. 

Downsizing from their previous 
Cape Cod style home, the opted 
for a 2,400-square-foot barndo-
minium and a 960-square-foot 
garage.

 Staying on one level was also a 
must and porches coming off  the 
home also add living space. 

Jeff  says they went to their 
builder with their own floor plan 
and after a few suggestions and 
tweaks, they were off  an running. 

“It’s a custom built home,” he 
says. “It’s a very tight, economical 
home.”

Paul Rivard said he was famil-
iar with pole building construc-
tion with several friends who 
had sheds and garages on their 
property. 

Then he saw a barndominium 
on a parcel he and wife Terri 
considered purchasing and they 
started looking at one for the Sus-
sex County, Del., spot. 

He said their initial design re-
minded him of  a very plain salt 

Homeowners attracted to the rustic look of a barndominum’s 
exterior can be as elaborate on the interior as any traditional 
custom home.

(Photo courtesy Pole Buildings Unlimited)
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box-style house, but then worked 
with the builder to add window 
dormers to the roof, vaulted ceil-
ings with exposed trusses and a 
wraparound porch. 

“I think the design turned out 
really well,” Rivard said. “It looks 
like a country building.”

They also have a 1,700-square-
foot attached garage as part of  the 
project, a benefit, Paul said, of  a 

more competitive pricing than 
traditional customer homebuild-
ers in their area.

“It’s all first floor living,” he 
said.

Sensenig recognizes barndo-
miniums aren’t for everyone. 

Some potential clients who have 
come in with their hearts set on 
multiple roof  lines, he says, may 
be better suited with a stick-built 

custom home. 
Part of  the barndominium’s 

construction is a concrete floor 
which knocks out the possibility 
of  a basement. 

That may be a dealbreaker for 
some, but Sensenig says other 
clients have pivoted to instead 
add storage space or a bonus 
room above a garage or a home’s 
upper level.

One of the barndominium’s calling cards is its flexibility with an open floor plan.

(Photo courtesy Pole Buildings Unlimited)
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8401 Ocean Gateway, Easton, MD | 410-822-4880
Hrs.: 6:30 am- 4 pm Mon-Fri

CUSTOM-MADE, HIGH-PERFORMANCE WINDOW AND DOOR 
PRODUCTS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS

Open to the public, stop by and ask 
our specialists for assistance!

QUALITY WINDOWSQUALITY WINDOWS

                                                                                              ((441100))  882222--88886666  
                                                                9449 Ocean Gateway      
                                                          Easton, MD 21601 

 
 
TORO MODELS: 
75746 - TC 42” FAB DECK 
75740 - TC 4200 452 CC 
75750 - TC 5000 ZERO TURN 
75759 -  ZERO TURN 23 HP 
75756 – TC 54” FAB DECK 
 
Stop on by and ask for  
Dave Stevens.   
 
Mention this ad for a free  
gift while supplies last. 
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Experience the Perfect Blend of Rustic Charm 
and Modern Comfort with Barndominiums

Rustic Exterior Spacious Interior  Modern Amenities Customizable Design

At Pole Buildings Unlimited, we specialize in crafting bespoke Barndominiums that seamlessly blend rustic 
charm with modern luxury. Our team of experienced professionals is dedicated to delivering exceptional quality 
and craftsmanship, ensuring that your Barndominium is not just a home, but a masterpiece. With customizable 
floor plans and endless design options, your Barndominium can truly reflect your unique style and preferences. 
Whether you’re dreaming of a cozy retreat in the woods or a sprawling estate in the countryside, the flexibility of 
Barndominium living allows you to bring your vision to life.

575 North DuPont Hwy
Dover, DE 

302-399-4420
info@pbuincde.com
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in many shades of  blues, purples, 
white, pinks and red. It likes full sun 
and is drought tolerant.

• Lavender: extended bloom time, 
likes full sun and dry locations. It is 
very fragrant, good for dried flow-
ers and for pollinators. It comes in 
shades of  blues and purples. Some 
new varieties tolerate humidity well.

• Coral Bells (Heuchera) plant for 
the foliage colors of  reds, purples, 
burgandy, lime greens, orange and 
many other shades. Most are ev-
ergreen and prefer shade. It does 
flower, but the foliage is the show. 

• Hosta: Plant for the foliage 
colors and variegations. Loves the 
shade and most flower, again the 
foliage is the show. 

These are just a few of  my favor-
ite perennial plants, but remember 

there are lots of  other varieties 
and many are native and thrive in 
our area. 

Many of  them offer good disease 
and pest resistance and are pollina-
tor favorites. 

Other June tasks should be to 
cut back by one-third of  garden 
mums, asters, bee balm (monarda), 
helianthus, heliopsis and other late-
summer and fall-blooming perenni-
als to keep them tidy, compact and 
improve flowering. 

Be sure to deadhead catmint 
(nepeta) and salvias and other spent 
perennial flowers to encourage a 
second bloom cycle. 

This also prevents premature seed 
heads and stimulates the production 
of  new flowers. 

Trim back the stems and shoots 
of  perennials crowding their neigh-
bors to maintain the definition be-

tween individual groups of  plants. 
Apply Milorganite with a rotary 

spreader to your lawn as to provide 
a slow-release organic nitrogen and 
iron to produce a superior lawn for 
July and August. 

Remember to provide at least an 
inch of  moisture a week. 

Keep blades sharp and set your 
mower height to 3-4 inches. 

This will help prevent stress to 
your grass, cut down on weed ger-
mination and reduces water needs. 

Also remember morning irriga-
tion between the hours of  6-9 a.m. 
are best as it washes away the dew 
which can cause certain diseases 
and fungus. 

Have a happy start to your sum-
mer!

(Editor’s Note: Ken Morgan is the 
owner of  Robin’s Nest Floral and Garden 
Center in Easton, Md.)

(FROM PAGE 8)          

We’re here for all your closet, cabinet, 
and built-in furniture needs.

29516 Dover Rd., Easton, MD 21601
(410) 770-3717 | choptankclosets@gmail.com | choptankclosets.com

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
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We’re here for all your closet, cabinet, 
and built-in furniture needs.

29516 Dover Rd., Easton, MD 21601
(410) 770-3717 | choptankclosets@gmail.com | choptankclosets.com

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

AUGUST 6-9 , 2025

Caroline Dorchester County Fair

Entertainment Lineup!Entertainment Lineup!

The Jones Boys

Jimmy Charles

with Reagan Kent

Country 

80's Tribute Band
The Reagan Years

Friday, August 8th @ 7:00 P.M.

Saturday, August 9th @ 7 P.M.

Country 

Thursday, August 7th @ 7:00 P.M.

Caroline County 4-H Park

8230 Detour Road, Denton MD 21629

https://carolinedorchestercountyfair.com
View our Full Schedule of events at our website! 
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Virginia sweetspire has long white flower clusters and deep green foliage in 
spring and summer, then transforms to deep orange and red leaves, inset, 
for fall. 

Three-season plants always in style

S pring and summer means 
it’s a prime time for plants 
flowering and looking their 

best. Plants that carry their beauty 
into a third season either with sub-
sequent flowers blooming or dis-
tinct foliage can keep a garden or 
flower bed vibrant. 

For native plants, Rachel Rhodes, 
University of  Maryland Extension 
Master Gardener coordinator in 
Queen Anne’s County offers three 
of  her three-season favorites. 

Blue false indigo is a large bushy 
perennial, with dense clusters of  
deep blue flowers on long upright 
spikes. 

It grows well in clay and loamy 
soils and has drought tolerance 
but it needs a couple of  years to 
establish a good root system before 
it takes off  above ground. 

After that, it can grow 3 to 4 feet 
tall. 

The bluish-green foliage is very 
attractive and provides a good back-
drop to other flowering plants. Af-
ter they bloom, Rhodes said the 
plants take on more of  a shrubby 
appearance and tend to open up 
after bloom. 

Her favorite part however, is their 
pea-like flowers make it difficult for 
bees to get nectar.

“It’s amusing to watch them try to 
fit in the flowers,” she said.

Blue false indigo attracts many 
pollinators and is also a host plant 
for the Frosted Elfin, Wild Indigo 

Story  by Sean Clougherty
Photos by Rachel Rhodes
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Duskywing, and Hoary Edge but-
terflies.

Blue eyed grass is a perennial 
plant belonging to the Iris family. 
Its delicate clump of  flowers range 
from light violet to deep blue. 

“This is an awesome little peren-
nial that holds on to its green grass 
all season long and doesn’t have 
that typical die back once it’s done 
blooming,” Rhodes said.

Blue eyed grass prefers consis-
tently moist soils with good drain-
age and is best grown in full sun to 
part shade.

Virginia sweetspire is a mounded, 
thickly branched, deciduous shrub 
with arching branches. In late May 
and June, it is covered in a blanket 
of  5- to 6-inch long, white, sweetly 
scented, catkin-like “spires.”

They give off  a sweet scent, last 
several weeks and are a magnet for 
bees and butterflies. 

The flowers are produced on last 
year’s growth. 

In summer, the flowers give way 
to rich, medium to dark green foli-
age, which makes it ideal for foun-
dation plantings.

In the fall, the foliage changes 
from its rich green summer color 
to stunning, long-lasting shades 
of  deep red, purple, orange, and 
yellow.  

While the late spring flowers are 
attractive, it is the rich autumn color 
that makes this plant especially val-
ued in the landscape. 

The deep burgundy to red leaves 
are “beyond impressive,” Rhodes 
said. 

The fall colors vary, depending on 
sun exposure. Full sun produces the 
most vibrant color.

Bursting with flowers, hardy gera-
niums or cranesbill, boast flowers, 
lush foliage and are easy to grow, 
which only adds their value for 
garden texture. 

Some hardy geraniums enjoy 
remarkably long flowering seasons, 
extending from late spring to late 
fall. 

Ann Folkard, Elke, Mavis Simp-
son, Orion, Patricia, Rozanne, 
Sweet Heidy are a few varieties that 
known to handle the challenges of  
the seasons. 

Perhaps better known in Mary-
land by its common name of  Black 
Eyed Susan, rudbeckia’s upright 
growth and coarse texture makes it 

Native to Maryland, blue false indigo or Baptisia, gives a garden color through 
its foliage and flowers from spring into fall. 
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ideal for mass plantings in natural-
ized areas or in the background of  
perennial beds. 

Blooming from late spring 
through early fall, the showy flow-
ers will attract bees, butterflies, and 
the seeds are loved by birds.

The upright branches of  the red 
twigged dogwood come in colors of  
red, yellow, orange and coral. 

Foliage is green, gold or varie-
gated, with white flowers occurring 
in the spring and summer. 

In the fall, white, blue or purple 
berries emerge and act as a food 
for wildlife along with continuing 
to offer color. 

In winter, with the foliage gone, 
the colorful branches become even 
more vivid against the season’s usu-
ally dreary backdrop. 

This dogwood  shrub is good in 
a woodland border, rain garden, 
massed along a slope, in containers 
and as hedging or screening.  

Lavender is a good option for 
three-season color as it stays green 
a long time and mixing different va-
rieties of  Spanish lavender, French 
lavender and English lavender can 
spread their blooms our from spring 
to fall. 

In general lavender is an easy 
keeper, but Rhodes stresses match-
ing the right plant to the right site 
for adequate drainage. 

Perhaps, best of  all for rural 
gardeners, deer and rabbits don’t 
like them. 

In many cases, specific cultivars 
of  a plant have the three season 
stamp over the whole species or 
genus. 

The President  Clematis will 
bloom in early summer, and then 

bloom again in the late summer or 
early fall. 

Its vibrant purple blooms are 
seven-inches wide

Azaleas are most well-known 
for their spring flowers and their 
shrubby nature. 

But the Autumn Ruby Encore 
Azalea Tree is a tree-form azalea, el-
evating it above many other shrubs 
in the landscape. 

With ruby-red flowers in the 

spring, it reblooms through the 
spring up until fall and with the 
dramatic contrast of  the dark-green 
leaves, the flowers will stand out and 
make a brilliant statement.

Yellow flowers of  the Harvest of  
Memories Iris last through multiple 
seasons. 

This plant puts out at least two, 
if  not three sets of  flowers, bloom-
ing in the spring, the summer and 
perhaps in the fall.

Blue eyed grass is a perennial plant belonging to the Iris family. Its delicate 
clump of flowers range from light violet to deep blue. 



June 2025 • Shore Home & Garden        www.shorehomeandgarden.com      29       

Antiques - Vintage - Artisans
 Fun Stuff - Fanstastic Finds

OVER 40 VENDORS FOR 
YOUR ENJOYMENT

125 Kemp Ln. - Easton - 410.936.7400
Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10 AM - 4 PM

SPACES AVAILABLE FOR RENT

BOATS  WANTED

WE BUY BOATS
We often purchase boats directly from 

our customers for an even easier 
experience. Whether it’s turnkey or 

needs some TLC, we will evaluate your 
options for an effortless transcation!

Call/Text: 410.570.9150 | ryan@whistleys.com

Serving Maryland 
and Delaware

Visit us at www.whistleys.com for more information

Hanging Baskets, Vegetable Plants
Tropical Plants, Shrubs
Perennials & Annuals

Hog Island Rd. • Preston, MD Hog Island Rd. • Preston, MD 

410-673-7361 410-673-7361   

Wholesale & RetailWholesale & Retail
Landscapers Welcome!

Hours
 Mon.-Sat. 9-5,

 Sun. 10-3

Come in for 
all your 

gardening
 needs!
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species — it’s the connection.
The Science Behind the Snuggles
Serotonin plays a crucial role in 

regulating mood, sleep, digestion, 
and even pain perception. 

Low levels of serotonin have 
been linked to depression and 
anxiety. While medications like 
SSRIs are designed to help, natu-
ral methods like physical touch, 
routine, and joyful interaction 
can also support healthy serotonin 
levels — and our pets deliver all 
three.

In fact, researchers at the Uni-
versity of Missouri found that just 
15 minutes of petting a dog can 
increase serotonin, prolactin, and 
oxytocin levels — while lowering 
the stress hormone cortisol. 

Another study published in 
Frontiers in Psychology confirmed 
that pet owners tend to have lower 
blood pressure and heart rates 
during stressful situations. 

Ask my husband if that still 
counts after he discovered that 
Adley ate our coach! 
Pets Boost Our Brain Chemistry
• Physical affection: Petting a 

dog or cat increases serotonin and 
dopamine. Just watching your pet 
breathe, purr, or snore (adorably) 
can have a calming effect on the 
nervous system.

• Routine: Feeding, walking, or 
grooming creates structure and 
consistency — two things our 
brains thrive on, especially during 
times of stress or uncertainty.

• Exercise: Walking a dog like 
Adley (who prefers running, let’s 
be honest) increases serotonin 
through movement, exposure to 
sunlight, and nature’s calming 
cues.

• Connection: Pets offer non-
judgmental companionship. Their 
unconditional love can buffer 
feelings of loneliness, boost self-
worth, and provide much-needed 
social support.

Laughter Is Therapy, Too
Let’s not forget that pets are 

natural comedians. 
Whether it’s Adley hoarding 

sticks like they’re buried treasure 
or our basset hound Savannah 
rolling dramatically off the couch, 
laughter is part of daily life with 
them. 

And laughter, as we know, re-
leases serotonin and reduces stress. 

They aren’t just cuddly — 
they’re medicine with a wagging 
tail.

Finding the Right Fur-Ever Fit
Of course, not everyone is ready 

for a “Captain Chaos” in their 
home. 

For some, a chill cat, a sleepy 

rabbit, or even a few colorful fish 
can provide that same sense of 
peace and companionship. 

The best pet for you is the one 
that brings you comfort, joy, and 
maybe even a bit of comic relief.

When choosing a pet, consider 
your lifestyle, energy level, and the 
kind of connection you’re look-
ing for. The right animal partner 
won’t just fit into your life — 
they’ll make it better.

Adley (and the Real MVPs)
As I write this, Adley is sprawled 

across the recliner floor like a 
lazy lion, snoring with complete 
contentment. 

One cat is curled on the win-
dowsill, the other is at my feet 
watching the baseball game and 
Savannah is hunkered down in 
her Daddy’s lap for a mutual nap.

In the end, our pets don’t just 
keep us company — they help us 
feel human with their uncondi-

(FROM PAGE 6)          

Whether it’s Adley, rear, hoarding sticks as if they’re buried treasure, or Savan-
nah rolling off the couch, laughter is part of our family’s daily life.

(Photo courtesy Kristine George)
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tional love. 
They ground us in the present, 

connect us to something joyful, 
and nudge our brains toward bal-
ance in the most loving, messy, 
and wonderful ways.

Find Your New Best Friend
If you’re considering adding a 

furry (or feathered) family mem-
ber to your life, adopting through 
a local rescue or animal shelter is a 
wonderful option. 

Not only are you giving a pet a 
second chance at a loving home, 
but you’re also supporting or-
ganizations dedicated to animal 
welfare.

Here on the Eastern Shore, we’re 
fortunate to have several dedicated 
shelters:

• Talbot Humane in Easton, 
Md: A compassionate, communi-
ty-driven organization that works 

tirelessly to match pets with lov-
ing families. They offer adoption 
counseling, fostering programs, 
and even a pet pantry for those in 
need.

• Baywater Animal Rescue 
in Cambridge, Md.: As one of 
the oldest continually operating 
humane societies in Maryland, 
Baywater has been saving lives for 
over 75 years. Their commitment 
to no-kill rescue and finding the 
right home for every animal is 
truly inspiring; and

• Chesapeake Cats and Dogs in 
Queenstown, Md: A no-kill rescue 
dedicated to providing a lifetime 
haven for cats and dogs that have 
been abandoned, abused, lost, 
strayed, or surrendered. Since its 
founding in 2006, CCAD has 
successfully placed more than 
2,000 homeless cats and dogs in 

loving homes. 
Each of these shelters offers a 

variety of adoptable animals — 
from dogs and cats to the occa-
sional bird, rabbit or guinea pig. 

Their dedicated staff and vol-
unteers are experts at helping you 
find a pet that fits your home and 
heart.

Whether you’re drawn to a 
senior cat seeking a warm lap or a 
bouncy puppy like Adley who will 
test every boundary in the most 
lovable way, your perfect match 
might be waiting just a few miles 
away.

Adopting a pet isn’t just about 
saving a life — it’s about enrich-
ing your own in ways you never 
imagined.

(Editor’s Note: Kristine George is 
a freelance journalist who resides in 
Easton.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Exhibitors Welcome
Lots of Shade

Kitchens Open Each Day

Flea Markets
Crafts

Steam Engines *Antique Gas Engines * Antique Gas Tractors * Live Steam Train Models
Antique Cars and Trucks * Home Arts Demos * Wheat reshing

Saw Mills * Blacksmiths * Horse Pull * Music * Consignment Auction

Featuring

Buildings
Rural Life Museum: Internal Combustion

Stationary Steam; Machine Shop
Horse Drawn Equipment; Steam Traction

July 10- 13, 2025

International
 Equipment
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Join Us
Down by the River

Free concert series held at the waterfront gazebo 
overlooking the beautiful Nanticoke River

MUSIC ON THE NANTICOKE 4-7MUSIC ON THE NANTICOKE 4-7
May 17th, July 19th and September 20thMay 17th, July 19th and September 20th

Food and Refreshments will beFood and Refreshments will be
 available to purchase. available to purchase.

Bring your own Bring your own 
chair or blanket and chair or blanket and 
enjoy the music.enjoy the music.

Town of Vienna | 410-376-3442Town of Vienna | 410-376-3442

30104 Dover Rd.
Easton, MD 21601 410-822-1320

96 years in business over 30,000 plants in stock

Celebrating 96 years!
NOW IN
 STOCK

Encore Azaleas, Knock Out 
Roses, Endless Summer 

Hydrangia
Drift Roses

Kevin Lomax
Painting Contractor

Interior
Exterior Cell:    410-924-6122

MHIC #50061

Front Load Dumpster 
Service

(2, 4, 6,  & 8 Yard)

Solid Waste & Recycling

Serving Caroline, Talbot, 
Dorchester & Queen Anne’s

A Local Family Business

info@talbotwaste.com

410-829-8644

Refer a friend & receive 
your first month free

*  Free Delivery  *
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Join Us
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May 17th, July 19th and September 20thMay 17th, July 19th and September 20th
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Town of Vienna | 410-376-3442Town of Vienna | 410-376-3442

Kevin Lomax
Painting Contractor

Interior
Exterior Cell:    410-924-6122

MHIC #50061

www.themillstores.com | 410-778-1551 | 7121 Church Hill Rd, Chestertown, MD
Bel Air   |   Black Horse   |   Hampstead   |   Hereford   |   Kingstown   |   Red Lion, PA   |   Salisbury  |  Whiteford

• Plants & Flowers

• Fertilizers 

• Weed Control

• Garden Decor

• Garden Tools 

• Pool Salt

• Grilling Pellets

• Propane Refills

• Charcoal

• & Much More!
LAWN | GARDEN | PET | FARM | HOME

Make Your yard  your  
Summer Oasis!Summer Oasis!

Your Summer Your Summer 
 Oasis Awaits Oasis Awaits

Make your yard the 
summer hangout!
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Lic # MD MASTER 01-4795

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE!

Payments as low as $76 /month

NOW HIRING
Installers & Service Techs
Call now or email resume

HUMIDIFIERS   •  PROGRAMMABLE  THERMOSTATS  •  AIR CLEANERS

REFRIGERATION  HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE CALL
 Must be presented at time of service. 

Not valid with any other o�er.  Exp.  6/30/25

$1,000 OFF
INSTALLATION OF NEW SYSTEM

Call for details!
Not valid with any other o�er. Exp. 6/30/25

$300 OFF
DUCTLESS SYSTEM 

Call now for details.
Not valid with any other o�er. Exp. 6/30/25

sales@ steeleshvac.com       WWW.STEELESHVAC.COM       410-643-0005  /  410-479-5560

Steele Dilling (owner) has been 
servicing the Eastern Shore for 

39 years and counting!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
When  experience  matters 

– call  Steele
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hether you’re a seasoned pit-hether you’re a seasoned pit-
master or firing up the grill for master or firing up the grill for 

the first time, elevating the flavor the first time, elevating the flavor 
of  your BBQ dishes is simple with of  your BBQ dishes is simple with 
the right fuel.the right fuel.

Up first is the Jalapeño Ranch Up first is the Jalapeño Ranch 
Smashburgers by Brandyn Baker Smashburgers by Brandyn Baker 
of  Black Dog BBQ.of  Black Dog BBQ.

Smashburger
• 1 1/2 to 2 pounds ground beef  • 1 1/2 to 2 pounds ground beef  

(80/20 blend)(80/20 blend)
• Lettuce• Lettuce
• Tomato• Tomato
• White American cheese• White American cheese
• Hamburger buns• Hamburger buns
• Salt and pepper to taste• Salt and pepper to taste

Jalapeño Ranch Dressing
• 1 cup mayonnaise• 1 cup mayonnaise
• 1/4 cup sour cream• 1/4 cup sour cream
• 3 tablespoon buttermilk (more • 3 tablespoon buttermilk (more 

if  needed to thin)if  needed to thin)
• 1 jalapeño, stemmed and • 1 jalapeño, stemmed and 

seededseeded
• 1 teaspoon minced garlic• 1 teaspoon minced garlic
• 2 tablespoons lime juice• 2 tablespoons lime juice
• 2 tablespoons chopped ci-• 2 tablespoons chopped ci-

lantrolantro
• 1 tablespoon chopped green • 1 tablespoon chopped green 

oniononion
• 1/2 teaspoon onion powder• 1/2 teaspoon onion powder
• 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder• 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
• 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt• 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
• Black pepper to taste• Black pepper to taste

Instructions
1. Combine dressing ingredients 1. Combine dressing ingredients 

in blender. Blend until smooth.in blender. Blend until smooth.
2. Refrigerate for at least 30 2. Refrigerate for at least 30 

minutes.minutes.
3. Using Bear Mountain BBQ’s 3. Using Bear Mountain BBQ’s 

Gourmet Craft Blend pellets, pre-Gourmet Craft Blend pellets, pre-

heat a sear plate on a pellet grill heat a sear plate on a pellet grill 
to 400 degrees F.to 400 degrees F.

4. Form meatballs, seasoning 4. Form meatballs, seasoning 
them generously with salt and them generously with salt and 
pepper.pepper.

5. Place meatballs onto hot sear 5. Place meatballs onto hot sear 
plate. Let cook for 1-2 minutes, plate. Let cook for 1-2 minutes, 
then smash them flat using a grill then smash them flat using a grill 
press or heavy spatula.press or heavy spatula.

6. Cook 3-4 minutes until well-6. Cook 3-4 minutes until well-
browned, then flip. Top with browned, then flip. Top with 
cheese. Cook for another 1-2 cheese. Cook for another 1-2 
minutes until cheese is melted and minutes until cheese is melted and 
burgers cooked through.burgers cooked through.

7. Toast buns.7. Toast buns.
8. Assemble burgers. Add sauce 8. Assemble burgers. Add sauce 

to bottom bun. Layer lettuce, to-to bottom bun. Layer lettuce, to-
mato and patties.mato and patties.

9. Drizzle dressing generously. 9. Drizzle dressing generously. 
Add bun top and serve immedi-Add bun top and serve immedi-
ately.ately.

* * *
The second recipe is Reverse-The second recipe is Reverse-

Seared Smoked Ribeye Steak with Seared Smoked Ribeye Steak with 
Garlic and Herb Butter by Miguel Garlic and Herb Butter by Miguel 
Raya of  Cooking with Fire.Raya of  Cooking with Fire.

Steaks
• 1–2 thick-cut ribeye steaks• 1–2 thick-cut ribeye steaks
• Kosher salt• Kosher salt
• Freshly cracked black pepper• Freshly cracked black pepper
• Optional: garlic powder, rose-• Optional: garlic powder, rose-

mary, or your favorite beef  rubmary, or your favorite beef  rub
• High smoke point oil (beef  • High smoke point oil (beef  

tallow)tallow)
• Cast iron skillet or hot grill/• Cast iron skillet or hot grill/

griddlegriddle
Garlic & Herb Butter

• 8 ounces unsalted butter• 8 ounces unsalted butter
• 1 tablespoon minced garlic• 1 tablespoon minced garlic
• 1 teaspoon fresh parsley• 1 teaspoon fresh parsley
• 1 teaspoon fresh thyme• 1 teaspoon fresh thyme
• 1 teaspoon fresh chives• 1 teaspoon fresh chives

• 1 teaspoon fresh rosemary• 1 teaspoon fresh rosemary
Instructions

1. Remove steak from fridge 30 1. Remove steak from fridge 30 
minutes before cooking. Season.minutes before cooking. Season.

2. Using Bear Mountain BBQ’s 2. Using Bear Mountain BBQ’s 
Hickory pellets, preheat smoker to Hickory pellets, preheat smoker to 
250 degrees F (or 200 degrees for 250 degrees F (or 200 degrees for 
slower, more even cooking). Place slower, more even cooking). Place 
steak on a wire rack over a baking steak on a wire rack over a baking 
sheet or grill grate. Cook until sheet or grill grate. Cook until 
internal temperature reaches 115 internal temperature reaches 115 
degrees F for rare, 120 degrees F degrees F for rare, 120 degrees F 
for medium-rare or 130 degrees for medium-rare or 130 degrees 
F for medium. Use a probe or F for medium. Use a probe or 
instant-read thermometer (takes instant-read thermometer (takes 
30-45 minutes depending on 30-45 minutes depending on 
thickness).thickness).

3. Heat cast iron skillet over 3. Heat cast iron skillet over 
high heat until smoking hot. Add high heat until smoking hot. Add 
oil or beef  tallow and steak. Sear oil or beef  tallow and steak. Sear 
for 45–60 seconds per side, press-for 45–60 seconds per side, press-
ing lightly for a good crust. Baste ing lightly for a good crust. Baste 
with butter, garlic and rosemary with butter, garlic and rosemary 
for extra flavor.for extra flavor.

4. Let steak rest 10 minutes. Top 4. Let steak rest 10 minutes. Top 
with butter, then slice and serve.with butter, then slice and serve.

* * *
No matter what type of  grill No matter what type of  grill 

you have or what type of  food you have or what type of  food 
you’re preparing, Bear Mountain you’re preparing, Bear Mountain 
BBQ offers a variety of  hardwood BBQ offers a variety of  hardwood 
flavors, and the brand is always ex-flavors, and the brand is always ex-
panding its lineup of  wood pellet panding its lineup of  wood pellet 
blends to cater to every kind of  blends to cater to every kind of  
BBQ lover — from outdoor ad-BBQ lover — from outdoor ad-
venturers to backyard pit bosses. venturers to backyard pit bosses. 

Bear Mountain BBQ products Bear Mountain BBQ products 
are available online and in store are available online and in store 
at retailers nationwide. at retailers nationwide. 

For recipes, grilling tips or to For recipes, grilling tips or to 
find a store near you, visit Bear-find a store near you, visit Bear-
MountainBBQ.com.MountainBBQ.com.

Elevate summer grilling with this secret weapon
Story courtesy StatePoint

W
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(Editor’s note: DeeDee Wood is the 
owner of  Black Cat Curiosities, an online 
antiques research and sales venue.)

fter the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, 
the United States entered 

World War II. This also began the 
practice of rationing, or conserving 
and distributing the need of goods 
to various people and groups de-
pendent upon need.

The rationing was controlled by 
stamps, and stamps of  different 
varieties and goods, contained in a 
ration stamp book. 

Those stamp books are still re-
searched, collected and traded in 
the antiques market today. 

Many commodities were rationed, 
in many different countries during 
the war. 

Consumer rationing, which in-
volved food and household goods 
and products, began around 1942 
for most items. 

Rationing of  foods, and many 
other goods, which involved metals, 
manufacturing components, tires, 
rubber, gasoline, just to name a few, 
had to be rationed and controlled 
due to low supply, distribution dis-
ruption, manufacturing facilities in 
danger, redistribution of  supplies 
for the war effort, (building war 

machines and offering food and 
supplies to soldiers first,) and other 
needs to reroute supplies for war 
efforts.

The stamp books were numbered 
as they rolled out to be distributed, 
for example, Book Number One 
was the Sugar Book, and rationed 
the sweet treat down to 8 ounces of  
sugar per person per week. 

It was the first book distributed as 
a ration book in the United States 
during this time. 

By DeeDee Wood
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Commercial bakers and confec-
tioners big and small also had to 
lower their use of  goods, and sugar 
use during this time went down to 
70 percent of  use from previous 
levels. 

As the war rolled on, other food 
items and household goods began 
to have these rationing books and 
stamps assigned to the general 
public for their use and distribution. 

Canned goods that used metal 
and tin were rationed, (and some-

times dehydrated during this time,) 
cheese, oils to cook, butter, jelly, 
meats, processed and preserved 
foods and even toothpaste tubes 
were all rationed. 

Some stamp books are more rare 
and harder to find, being torn out 
for higher use, and discarded long 
ago by retailers, such as for baby 
food and heavy kitchen use baking 
needs. 

Intact stamp books are worth 
more, if  they can be found. 

More than just food was rationed 
during the war. 

There were consumer stamp 
books for fuel, oil, footwear, rub-
ber, TV sets, sewing machines and 
anything made of  metal or tin. 

As the war continued and supplies 
were needed for the war effort to 
build planes, feed soldiers, aid other 
countries and preserve and supply, 
the need and importance of  ration-
ing grew. 

Campaigns and slogans can be 
found on old ad posters and sug-
gestions to take the stamps seriously 
and used honestly increased. 

It was suggested to retailers not 
to take stamps that were not con-
tained within books, as there was an 
underground market of  trade for 
stamps sometimes, and the fairness 
was attempted to be kept in check 
along with honesty. 

Ration books were made by OPA, 
or Office of  Price Administration, 
who would set the rules and needs 
base for rationing. 

The books and stamps were given 
to local ration boards, who utilized 
volunteers, such at the local PTA 
and school teachers, to distribute 
the books. 

When collecting these old books 
for the antique collector, regard 
condition, scarcity, number of  
stamps within the book, and au-
thenticity. 

The stamps and books can be 
found in antique stores, online sales 
venues, flea markets and estate sales. 

They are a reminder of  the tenac-
ity, challenges, courage and sacri-
fice people had to implement and 
endure during war time endeavors.
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TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC.
“A Towers Family Business”“A Towers Family Business”

26425 Hobbs Rd. | Denton, MD
 1-800-773-9128 - 410-479-0914 - Denton, MD

Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years. Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years. 
A NPCA Certified Precast Plant. A NPCA Certified Precast Plant. 

Visit our website for a complete list 
of products & services. Hours: Monday - Friday 6 am - 5 pm. 

PRE CAST
• Septic Tanks
• Pump Tanks
• Holding Tanks
• Grease Traps
• Septic Pipe & Supplies

Norweco Wastewater 
Treatment Systems & Service

One Company For 
All Your Needs!

• Bush Hogging
• Walk Ways & Patios
• Porperty Maintenance
• Driveways
• Grading
• Seeding, Aerating
• Fertilizing (Spring, Summer, Fall)
• Grass Cutting
• Tree Planting (up to 4” calber)
• Trimming
• Pool Cleaning (opening & closing)
• Rip Rapping, Living Shorelines

Jeremy Andrews

443-786-0416
MHIC# 83119  Licensed & Insured

LAND & SHORE MANAGEMENT
Brooks Andrews - 443-786-0416

• New Installation RipRap
• RipRap Repair
• Living Shoreline
• New Pier Installation 
• Refurbished Piers
• Bulkheading
• Design - Landscape - Hardscape

EASTERN BAY

Licensed & Insured 
- MHIC#142820
Marine Contractor 

License #268(I)
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One Company For 
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• Fertilizing (Spring, Summer, Fall)
• Grass Cutting
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• Trimming
• Pool Cleaning (opening & closing)
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Jeremy Andrews

443-786-0416
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LAND & SHORE MANAGEMENT
Brooks Andrews - 443-786-0416

• New Installation RipRap
• RipRap Repair
• Living Shoreline
• New Pier Installation 
• Refurbished Piers
• Bulkheading
• Design - Landscape - Hardscape

EASTERN BAY

Licensed & Insured 
- MHIC#142820
Marine Contractor 

License #268(I)

9399 Ocean Gateway
Easton, MD 21601 410-822-8700

Summer Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8-6, 

Saturday 8-5, 
Sunday 10-4

MUST HAVE ASE CARD FOR SALE PRICES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION. NOT VALID WITH 
ORDERS FOR FRESH FLOWERS OR DELIVERIES. NOT VALID ON HOUSE ACCOUNT. VALID WITH CASH, CREDIT, 
CHECK. MHIC 3132241

WWW.ROBINSNESTFLORAL.COMWWW.ROBINSNESTFLORAL.COM

Full Service Landscaping ServicesFull Service Landscaping Services
            

No job too big or too smallNo job too big or too small
call today for a call today for a FREEFREE  

consultation and estimate.consultation and estimate.

Choptank Supply Inc
802 Crystal Ave., - Denton, MD

410-479-1233
www.choptanksupply.com

Eastern Service Corp.
106 Washington St., - Cambridge, MD

410-228-0300
www.easternservicecorporation.com

BG 56C  BLOWER,   
$219.99

FS 56 RC 
WEEDEATER, 
$199.99 

RMA 460 CORDLESS 
PUSH MOWER 

$399.99
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(Editor’s note: Deborah Walker is the 
author of  “An Eastern Shore Special: 
Recipes from the Heart.” She has written 
about food and recipes for 15 years, She 
resides in Ocean City.)

he exploration of scientific 
principles, acknowledgement 
of personal preferences, and 

ingenuity are the underlying phi-
losophies of cooking..

The proposal of  “why” salvitates 
one’s inner being with exploration 
and satisfies the urge to exceed 
conventionalism. 

It is then one understands the true 

meaning of  a chef.  
That being said, cookery has 

reached an unequivocal state of  
proficiency. 

The absence of  complexity does 
not mean the introduction to sim-
plicity.

Details and their finer counter-
parts are crucial for the success of  
a dish. 

This process must be carefully 
thought out, no matter the degrees 
of  straightforwardness. 

With that thought in mind, let 
us delve into the mastery of  fried 
eggrolls. 

The perfect eggroll consists of  
three main components: a crispy 
exterior, a fresh filling, and a delec-
table dipping sauce. If  one of  these 

By Deborah Walker
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elements is not spot on, dissatisfac-
tion comes to the forefront.

The filling of  the egg roll is up 
to the individual chef. Cabbage, 
Napa cabbage, or Bok choy are the 
standard fillers.

Scallions, carrots, water chestnuts, 
Chinese celery, and bean sprouts for 
a quick filling.

You want to stay away from veg-
etables that are difficult to shred 
such as broccoli, cauliflower, string 
beans, etc.

Frozen veggies are not recom-
mended for the simple fact that they 
become soggy when thawed.

Whatever protein you add, make 
sure it is very thinly sliced or it will 
overtake your vegetable selection.

Folding an egg roll is easy, just 
make sure it is completely closed. 
Otherwise, oil will seep into the 
egg roll and make it a soggy mess. 

Place one wonton on the counter 
with the tip facing you. 

Place approximately three table-
spoons of  the filling towards the 
bottom. 

Take the tip that is facing you and 
roll upwards, and at the same time 
condense the filling so it is tight.

Tuck the right and left end in, and 
continue rolling the wrapper until 
you have an egg roll shape. When 
frying, make sure you place the egg 
roll into the hot oil with the seam 

side down first. This seals the roll.
When it comes to frying egg rolls, 

make sure the oil is hot. A wok, 
deep fryer, or cast-iron skillet are 
the cooking vessel of  choice. 

Do not overcrowd the pan, or the 
temperature of  your oil will drop 
causing the rolls to become soggy.

Once they are cooked, place them 
on a cooling rack. Do not place 
them on a plate lined with paper 
towels. 

Crisp egg rolls resting on soggy 
paper towels will ruin your efforts 
for a crunchy exterior.

Homemade egg rolls are fun and 
are sure to be a hit. 

If  company is coming and time is 
of  the essence, consider fried crab, 
and cream cheese wontons with a 

sweet and spicy dipping sauce.
Crab meat, cream cheese, green 

onions, and garlic are the essence of  
the dish. Jumbo lump or crab claw 
meat can be used. The sweet and 
spicy sauce can also made on the fly.

Fried crab and cream cheese 
wontons can be served on a platter 
or individual portions. 

Mini white Chinese boxes to 
go or mini deep fryer baskets are 
festive and can be ordered online 
is one is considering individual 
portions.

In closing, just because this dish 
is easy to make doesn’t mean it will 
not get your guests attention. 

Fried crab and cream cheese 
wontons with a sweet, spicy sauce 
are de-li-cious. Enjoy

Sweet and Spicy Sauce
 • 1 cup sweet Chili sauce
 • 1 1/2 cups duck sauce
 • 2/3 teaspoon ground ginger
 • 1/8 teaspoon Dijon mustard
 • 1 1/2 tablespoons fish sauce
 • Garnish: several pinches of finely 
chopped scallions, chopped cilan-
tro, crab meat, and/or black and 
white sesame seeds
 1. In a medium bowl, combine in-
gredients except for garnishes and 
mix well. Set aside.

Crab and Cream Cheese Wontons
  • 8 ounces lump crab meat, car-
tiledge and shells removed
 • 8 ounces cream cheese, room 
temperature
 • 1 green onion, thinly sliced
 • 1 tablespoon Worcestershire 
sauce
 • 2 teaspoons sesame oil
 • 2/3 teaspoon garlic powder
kosher salt to taste
 • 24 wonton wrappers (2-inch)
canola oil for frying

 1. In a medium bowl, using a hand-
held blender, combine cream 
cheese, Worcestershire sauce, 
sesame oil, garlic powder, and salt. 
Add onions to the cream cheese 
mixture and mix. Fold in the crab 
meat and carefully mix.
 2. In a large cast iron skillet, heat 
oil over medium-high heat.
 3. To assemble the wontons, place 
a shallow bowl of water on your 
work surface. Take one wonton 
wrapper, dip the tip of your finger 
in the bowl and wet two edges of 
the wonton wrapper. Place 1 1/2 
teaspoons of the crab filling in the 
middle of the wrapper. Fold the 
wrapper over into a triangle and 
seal the edges securely. Repeat 
with remaining wrappers and fill-
ing.
  4.  Carefully lower wontons into 
the hot oil, working in batches, 
and fry 1 to 2 minutes until gold-
en brown. Place on a cooling rack 
briefly. Garnish and serve immedi-
ately with dipping sauce.

Fried Crab and Cream Cheese Wontons
with a Sweet, Spicy Sauce

Secret ingredient 
is ‘Adjustment.’

“I can’t change the direction of the 
wind, but I can adjust my sails to 
always reach my destination.”

— Jimmy Dean 
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Preemptive swat strategiesPreemptive swat strategies
Below are tried-and-true ways to eliminate mosquitoes from your backyardBelow are tried-and-true ways to eliminate mosquitoes from your backyard

  How Enlightening!

•  The best action is prevent •  The best action is prevent waterwater from collecting and  from collecting and 
becoming stagnant, where mosquitoes can lay hundreds becoming stagnant, where mosquitoes can lay hundreds 
of eggs in as little as a spoonful of standing water.  Eggs of eggs in as little as a spoonful of standing water.  Eggs 

can evolve into adults in as little as seven days.can evolve into adults in as little as seven days.

•  Like many insects, mosquitoes are 
attracted to outdoor lights, especially 

bright white lights that emit heat. 
Replace incandescent lights with a bulb 
that’s less appealing, such as an opaque 

warm-hued yellow, orange or red LEDs.
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•  Control weeds, pick up 
fallen branches and leaves, 
maintain your lawn at the 
recommended height and 

keep bushesbushes, shrubs, hedges 
and trees trimmed to encour-
age air flow throughout your 
garden and reduce how much 
shelter it offers to mosquitoes.

•  An oscillating fan in your 
outdoor area will often create 

enough breeze to keep you cool 
on hot days as well as deterring 
weak-flying mosquitoes from 
targeting you and your guests.

•  As well as getting rid of buckets or •  As well as getting rid of buckets or containerscontainers that can collect water,  that can collect water, 
check garden furniture, sand pits, wading pools, trampolines and children’s check garden furniture, sand pits, wading pools, trampolines and children’s 

toys which can also harbour mosquitoes. Clean out your gutters so they toys which can also harbour mosquitoes. Clean out your gutters so they 
can drain properly and fix any holes in window or door screens.can drain properly and fix any holes in window or door screens.

•  Regular dethatching •  Regular dethatching 
and and aerationaeration can help  can help 
increase air circulation, increase air circulation, 
prevent waterlogging,prevent waterlogging,
 reduce humidity and  reduce humidity and 

make your lawn less likely make your lawn less likely 
to harbour mosquitoes.to harbour mosquitoes.

•  There’s a range of •  There’s a range of 
plants that mosquitoes plants that mosquitoes 
will actively avoid. Try will actively avoid. Try 

planting out lemon balm, planting out lemon balm, 
lavender, mint, rosemary, lavender, mint, rosemary, 

basil, sage, marigolds, basil, sage, marigolds, 
lemon-scented geraniums, lemon-scented geraniums, 
citronella grass and catnip, citronella grass and catnip, 

or grow them in pots so or grow them in pots so 
they can be moved around they can be moved around 

the garden as needed.the garden as needed.
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4-H
Ice Cream
Blue Ribbons
Dime Pitch

It’s Fair Time! July 10-12, 2025
Talbot Ag & Education Center 

10659 Hiners Lane, Easton 
talbotcountyfair.org

Memories

Cele
brating 42  Yea s!
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to flower arrangements or to share 
with children as a rattle. 

Baptisia can be planted as a 
wonderful background plant, and 
it prefers to have full sun and well-
drained soil. 

These long-lived perennials de-
velop a strong taproot and do not 
transplant well after becoming 
established. 

They can be used in cottage gar-
dens, native meadows, a butterfly 
garden or as a boarder, planted as a 
specimen or in small groups. 

Their lovely purple blue flowers 
complement other flowers in shades 
of white or yellow.

(Editor’s Note: Ginny Rosenkranz is 
a commercial horticulture specialist with 
the University of  Maryland Extension.)

(FROM PAGE 10)          

Baptisia can be planted as a wonderful background plant, and it prefers to 
have full sun and well-drained soil.

(Photo by Ginny Rosenkranz)
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If  you break out the dehydrator, 
you can also have your zest sit in 
rotation with the rest of  your spices.

To zest, your safest bet is to use a 
microplaner, essentially a teeny-tiny 
grater, to grate fine pieces. Another 
option in a pinch for those who are 
brave and confident is a paring knife 
to peel and then dice the zest. 

However you zest, stop when you 
get to the white part, called the pith, 
as it has a bitter and dry taste.

Zest can be overlooked as an 
ingredient, but once you have it on 
hand, it can be fun to experiment 
with.

Both lemon and lime zest can 
amp up the flavor of  a variety of  
dishes. Try throwing it in batters for 
baked goods. It can spruce up a box 

of  cake mix, add interest to your 
muffins and make a pretty topper 
on icings. 

Of  course, there is nothing like a 
fresh lemon meringue or key lime 
pie to take you to the tropics. If  
baking a pie isn’t your speed, it’s 
also great sprinkled on tropical or 
fruity drinks to also jetset you into 
your own Margaritaville.

Apart from the sweets, it can also 
assist with main courses. Both fla-
vors work well for seafood, chicken 
and veggies. Use zest to create your 
own fresh riff  of  lemon pepper 
seasoning.

For tea drinkers, mix zest in with 
your tea leaves before brewing if  
you are a hot tea drinker, or sprinkle 
in your chilled sweet tea.

For juicing, you can use a gadget 
or go without. 

To get the most juice out, start by 
rolling your fruits on the counter 
or between your palms to make 
juice easier to extract. If  you don’t 
have a juicer, try pressing a spoon 
down against the open part of  the 
fruit. Another method is to poke 
the non-stem end with a skewer, 
remove, and then squeeze the juice 
from the opening.

As for juice, try it in some of  the 
same ways - added to marinades, 
into baked goods and pastries, sass-
ing up a cheesecake. It can also be 
a good addition to salad dressings.

Peels are also popular to be sug-
ared or candied. 

They can be used to decorate 
sweets, add depth and flavor to a 
drink or glam up a plated dish.

—Leslie Milby

(FROM PAGE 13)          

Wright’s Market
Community Yard Sale

Sat., June 21, 2025 - 7:30- Noon

All vendors must 
be set- up by 

7:30 am.  Gates 
open at 6:30 am 

for set-up.

* Just $5/space.
See cashier for registration 

form and for more 
details visit

www.wrightsmarket.com

Please return 
registration form 

by Thursday 
June 19th

Wright’s Market
9300 Old Railroad Road 

Mardela Springs, MD 21837
(410) 742-8845
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  Now we’re cooking!Now we’re cooking!
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  June events

CHESTERTOWN — The Riv-
erArts Community Arts Center  will 
host the June In Bloom Exhibition 
on June 4-14

Visitors are invited to step into 
the vibrant spirit of  early summer 

with a celebration of  nature’s awak-
ening through at 343 High Street.

The uplifting exhibition captures 
the beauty and abundance of  the 
season — blooming flowers, buzz-
ing bees, ripening fruit, and all the 

small wonders that make June so 
magical. 

Whether you’re a nature lover, an 
art enthusiast, June in Bloom offers 
a refreshing and joyful experience 
you won’t want to miss!

June in Bloom Exhibition slated for June 4-14

EPD to host leg of Special Olympics Torch Run
EASTON — The Easton Police 

Department is scheduled to host 
the Talbot County leg of  the 2025 
Maryland Special Olympics Torch 
Run on June 17. 

This event has Special Olympics 
athletes from around the region 
to join up for a walk/run through 
Easton to carry the Olympic Torch 
through town before it continues 

across the state.
The event will start in front of  the 

Police Station at 10 a.m. The walk 
normally takes about an hour and 
it will end at the Easton Firehouse 
at 315 Leonard Rieck Drive.

The public is invited to show their 
support by picking up event t-shirts 
and hats as all funds go to support-
ing the Special Olympics program.  

Residents and businesses are 
urged to line the streets and cheer 
on the athletes as they pass by. 

For more information about the 
event, or if  you want to purchase 
some gear,or want to get involved, 
reach out to Jill Garvey (jgarvey@
eastonmd.gov) or Sgt. Megan 
Coxon (mcoxon@eastonmd.gov).
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SUDLERSVILLE — Godfrey’s 
Farm will host the annual Blueberry 
Boogie 5K run/walk on June 21 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m,, to benefit 
Benedictine School in Ridgely, Md.

This course will take participants 

on a scenic route throughout the 
farm as well as a scenic country 
road. 

There will be apple cider donuts, 
blueberry scones, fresh fruit, ice 
cream, music and more at the fin-

ish line.
For more information, e-mail 

info@godfreysfarm.com if  you 
would like to be a sponsor for this 
fun, healthy event for a worthy 
cause.

Annual Blueberry Boogie 5K set for  June 21

Stained glass class scheduled for June 3
CAMBRIDGE — The Dorches-

ter Center for the Arts will host a 
stained glass class designed for for 
beginners and intemediates the be-
gins on June 3 from 4-6 p.m.

This class is intended to introduce 
potential hobbyists to what’s in-
volved in the craft of  stained glass. 

The finished piece will be a 12-by-

12-inch Tiffany-style panel using 
the copper foil method. 

Students will be shown how to 
recognize and fix problems with 
patterns, how to choose colors that 
work well together, and how to use 
all the tools that are on hand. 

Cutting, grinding, soldering and 
final fabrication will be taught in 

this class. All tools are provided. 
If  you are experienced in work-

ing with glass and the tools, come 
join us! 

Participants are urged to not wear 
open-toed shoes for safety reasons.

The class will be held at 321 High 
Street. For more infoirmation, call 
410-228-7782.
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CAMBRIDGE — The Feder-
alsburg Historical Society will begin 
to host a series of  open houses on 
June 14.

Exeter, located at 408 Old Den-
ton Road, will be featured. It is one 
of  the oldest remaining structures 
in southern Caroline County and 

“has been placed on the National 
Register of  Historic places by the 
United States Department of  the 
Interior circa 1808.” Many of  its 
early residents were millers who 
worked at the grist mill across the 
road on the Marshyhope Creek.

The Federalsburg Historical Soci-

ety plans to hold additional Satur-
day open houses on July 12, Aug. 
9, and Sept. 13.

Each session will be from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Docents will be available. Ad-
mission is free, but donations are 
accepted.

Open house series begins on June 14

Chesapeake Children’s Book Festival on June 7
EASTON — The 10th annual 

Chesapeake Children’s Book Fes-
tival will be held on June 7 at the 
Talbot County Free Library. 

The festival runs from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Children who sign up for the 
Summer Reading Challenge can 

receive a voucher for a free book 
of  their choice signed by the author 
(Up to a $20 value, while supplies 
last).
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