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Residential ¢ Commercial
e NEW! Precision Trenchless Pipe Repair
No Dig - No Mess - No Fuss.

* Septic Tank Cleaning * Video Pipeline Inspection
* Sewer Rooter Service e Goulds Pumps

* Drainfield Restoration « Trenchless pipe repair
* High Pressure Water Jetting

Serving Talbot, Caroline, Dorchester, Kent and Queen Anne Counties.

Fast 24 Hour 7 day a week Ei
Nop er ' @

SEPTIC - SEWER * DRAIN

410-820-8701 or 1-888-MR-ROOTER
For more info or to schedule appt., contact marsha@mrrootermdde.com
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Give citrus trees a try?
With their bright colors,

summertime scent and

12

refreshing taste, a home-
grown citrus is a tempting
pick for customers seeing
them at local nurseries.

Stretch it out for three seasons!

Spring and summer means it's a
prime time for plants ﬂowering and
looking their best. Plants that carry
their beauty into a third season can
keep a garden or flower bed vibrant.

Barndominium mania!
‘Barndominiums’  are
gaining popularity. Living
in a bam-like building is
a point of pride for many
homeowners attracted to
their rural look and feel.

Want to subscribe?

It costs just $25 per year (including postage). Just call
410-822-4025 or e-mail circulation@americanfarm.com.
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= GHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

Power Equipment, Contractor Supply, Rental Equipment, Landscape Material,
Gardening, Lumber, Electrical, Decorative Gravel, Hardware, Plumbing, Mulch/Stone,
Footwear, Propane Filling Station

NEW Scissor Lift available for rent at Choptank Supply.
Pase give us a call for details, pricing and availability.

BEHIND EVERY PROJECT IS A CHOPTANK SUPPLY, |NC_

': Ni Elwt ESTORE HOURS 802 Crystal Avenue, Denton, MD 21629
Monday thru Friday 410.479.1233 - www.choptanksupply.com L .
G00AM - GO0PM LIKE US on Facebook! Delivery Available
NEW WEEKEND HOURS on Bulk Mulch!
Saturday 7:00AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00AM - 3:00 PM &
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Pets help us feel better, a tail wag at a time

This time a year ago, my family
adopted our first golden retriever
— a giant, lovable ball of fluff we
affectionately named Adley.

He joined our basset hound
sisters and two cats at home,
instantly doubling the chaos and
tripling the joy.

While most days, my husband
refers to him as “Captain Chaos,”

Adley and his fur siblings have

moments when grief felt too big
for words.

Pets, it turns out, are not only
our companions in joy but also
our anchors in sorrow.

And we're far from alone in
this.

Pets of all shapes and sizes offer
a surprising yet powerful source
of emotional support.

Whether it comes with four

become one of our family’s big- By Kristine George legs, feathers, or even scales, sci-
gest sources of stress relief. ence shows that owning a pet can
This became especially clear It was Adley — goofy, affec- have measurable effects on brain
this past summer, when we said tionate, ever-present Adley — chemistry — including increas-
goodbye to our oldest basset who helped ease that ache. ing levels of serotonin, the “feel-
hound, Scarlett. Whether he knew we needed good” neurotransmitter.
She had been with us for more extra snuggles or was simply So, how do you know what
than a decade, and her passing being his loving self, he was a works for you?
left a heavy silence in the house. comfort in the achingly quiet The key isn’t the (PAGE 30)
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We have fresh bouquets,
plants and garden inspired gifts!
Come see our new, clean, natural,

handcrafted candles, salves and dog treats.

See You Saturday?

Open 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m
2 located in front of the
’\ y g Easton Market Square building, Harrison St.

210, 82057575 J[fvwWw.monterayfarms.com
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IEEEZ"  Where the best deals on lawn and
EASTERN SERVICE garden equlpment are found!

TR pR N\

Finally an F .. - e | Fibl #1 Professional
compact oA i : -
tractor. )

. Since 1961 the most STIHL

recognized name in

mowing equipment Tackle thc_>se yard
chores with the top
rated handheld power
equipment

www.easternservicecorp.com
106 Washington Street, Cambridge, MD

410-228-0300

GET YOUR BEST DEAL
THIS SEASON ON A SCAG
ZERO TURN.

JUST ANNOUNCED GET A
FREE* EXTENDED 5 YEAR
WARRANTY ON SELECT
MODELS

SCAG IS SIMPLY THE BEST
BEST IN DURABILITY!
BEST IN VALUE!

: — - . - : - * Call for details.
E 5: 106 Washington Street, Cambridge, MD sc AG
EASTERN SERVICE 410-228-0300 POWER EQUIPMENT
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Coneflowers come in a va- |
riety of colors, includingj
|

purples, pinks, white —
and now oranges and reds. 4

Perennials can add versatility, color

Welcome to June, the first month
of summer and it is National Peren-
nial Plant Month.

Perennial plants offer a low-
maintenance planting solution for
long lasting beauty.

Unlike annual plants that need
replanting every season, perennial
plants, once they are established
come back year after year.

They offer many different vibrant
colors, textures and structure with
minimal upkeep.

Most perennial plants attract pol-
linators and many are long-lived
plants with extended bloom times.

Creating a pollinator-friendly
garden using perennials is essen-
tial for bio-diversity in the garden
and provides a reliable source of
nectar and pollen year after year,
making them ideal for supporting
bees, butterflies, hummingbirds and
beneficial insects.

Birds also benefit from a bio-
diverse perennial garden in that

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

Ken-Do Attitude

By Ken Morgan

most perennials provide seed-heads
in fall and into the winter months.

Here are a few of my favorite
perennial plants, and some of their
attributes in planting them:

* Coneflowers (Echinacea) come
in a variety of colors, (purples,
pinks, white and now oranges and
reds) blooms over a long period of
time, blooms during the summer
when most flowers stop blooming,
is drought-tolerant and like to be

8

planted in the full sun. They are pol-
linator magnets and provide seeds
for birds in the fall and winter.

* Black-Eyed Susans (Rudbeckia
hirta) native and Maryland State
flower, blooms over a long period
of time, provides nectar and seeds
and is deer resistant and likes to be
planted in the full sun.

* Daylilies (Hemerocallis) drought
tolerate, grows in poor soil, blooms
early to late summer (many newer
varieties are re-bloomers), they
are available in a variety of colors
and likes full sun and they are deer
resistant.

* Sedum (Stonecrop) succulent,
drought tolerant and will grow in
poor soils and full sun. It blooms
in pink, reds and yellows and they
bloom late summer into fall.

* Salvia (Sages) extended bloom
time and when spent blooms are cut
they are re-bloomers. It is low main-
tenance, attracts hummingbirds and
butterflies and comes (PAGE 24)
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What’s under
your roof?

Not all insulations are created equal!

“The first alternative in
alternative energy... is
simply using less”

Eco-Friendly!

Advantages to open and
closed cell spray foam:

° Energy efficient homes

° A reduction of heating and air
conditioning tonnage

° Draft free environment

°* Quiet homes

° Dust free

* Improved indoor air quality

* Comfort throughout the home

Residential & Commercial
Additions, New Homes,
Pole Barns, & Attics.

If you can build it, we can insulate it!

Spray in place
polyurethane
foam insulation.

Retrofit your existing attic
and crawl Space to save on
energy costs!

For Free

Ron 410-924-

www.foamworksllc.com

Estimates Contact

4819
MHIC#126344

Pocallyl@wned’&
Operated'for’overk10'years

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

Ronald Christopher

ron@foamworkslicicom
RidgelyAMD)21660
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Gardening Tips

By Ginny Rosenkranz

Blue false

indigo a
treasure 1n
blue-purple

Blue false Indigo or Baptisia aus-
tralis is a lovely herbaceous peren-
nial plant that waits until the spring
warms the earth before emerging
with a large clump of soft colored
blue green clover like leaves in May.

Each leaf is made of three leaflets,
and each leaflet can grow 2 inches
long with smooth edges.

These trifoliate leaves are arranged
on the stems in an alternate fashion,
and the plants can grow up to 3-6
feet tall and 2-3 feet wide.

Once the leaves have emerged, the
plant concentrates on creating the
beautiful blue-purple flowers.

Each I-inch flower has four or
five petals that are fused together to
form a heart shape and attract lots
of butterflies and other pollinators
to feast on the nectar.

These beautiful flowers are ar-

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

Blue false Indigo flowers are arranged on an upright spike that can tower at
least 12 inches over the foliage, and bloom for up to three weeks.

ranged on an upright spike that
towers at least 12 inches over the
foliage, and bloom for up to three
weeks.

The flowers can be cut for bou-
quets to enjoy indoors or left to
enjoy on the plants.

After the flowers finish blooming
the seed pods begin to emerge as
small balloons that puff up with a

10

(Photo by Ginny Rosenkranz)
sharp tip at the top.

They mature into 2- to-3-inch-
long pods that ripen from green
to black and contain lots of loose
seeds.

These decorative pods can be left
on the plants to add color and tex-
ture to the garden throughout the
summer and into the fall and winter
or can be cut to add (PAGE 44)
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What Does

Do for You?

We have lending
& solutions for your
" business, home or even
§ that summer vacation. &

There are a wide variety of lending
needs that our communities have.
From helping to support your business,
to buying a home, to paying for that
summer vacation getaway you've
been putting off, Queenstown Bank
has a variety of lending options. Stop
by any of our branches and see what is
available for you!

UEENSTOWN
—— BANK——

(410) 827-8881
www.QueenstownBank.com

-

EEBeR
- N

www.shorehomeandgarden.com 11 June 2025 o Shore Home & Garden



Citrus not just a Florida thing

Growing lemon,
lime, kRumquat trees
can be fun on Shore

Story, photos by Leslie Milby

ith their bright color,
summertime scent and
refreshing taste, citrus
trees are a tempting pick when
seeing them at your local nursery.

Christy Little, owner of A Little
Farm and Nursery in Stevensville,
says while it isn’t all easy-peasy-
lemon-squeezy, lemon, lime and
kumquat trees are a fun project
that can even be fruitful even in
Zone 7.

Little’s nursery has what could
be considered a little citrus grove
tucked in their hot house.

While there are ducks in their
pond rather than alligators, their
fruit trees show citrus is not just
for Florida and California.

Little encourages selecting a
plant that was started at least three
years ago.

A nursery can better spoil the
plant and help it grow strong and
resilient so by the time it comes
to your house, you can reap the
fruits of labor.

While getting a younger plant is
often cheaper, the risk of loss is
often higher, too.

Another small investment is
getting a larger pot for your plant.

With Maryland experiencing all
four seasons distinctly, keeping
your plant mobile to enjoy spring
and summer weather while being

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

With Maryland experiencing all four seasons distinctly, keeping your plant
mobile to enjoy spring and summer weather while being able to come back
indoors before the temperature drops can help keep it thriving.
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able to come back indoors before
the temperature drops can help keep
it thriving,

Little said that making sure you
set your plant in a location that is
able to get some sun for at least
six hours a day is warmer than 32
degrees will help them weather the
winter just fine.

Plus, their green leaves will still
keep you feeling sunny through the
cold weather as well.

Potentially, citrus trees could sur-
vive outside, but they would be far
from thriving,

The tree would quickly start to
defoliate and need to focus it’s en-
ergy into surviving and growing new
leaves rather than fruit, Little says.

Still, with a potted plant, you’ll
need to put the work in in other
ways.

Little says all the nutrients your
plant is getting are coming from the

o

Citrus trees will grow blossoms and then fruit in clusters. Many times they
will naturally drop immature fruit, but you can also pinch off the excess buds
or fruits to encourage growth.

Citrus offers zest, store & more

othing says summer decor
N like a bowl of citrus sit-

ting on the counter (per-
haps other than a strand of fly
tape hanging up) but the display
will unfortunately speed up the
drying out and
spoiling process.

If you plan to use the fruits
quickly, display away! For longer
lasting fruit, the best practice is
to store them in an airitight bag
or container, and even better
yet, place them from there in the
crisper drawer of your refrig-
erator. On average, this will take
them from lasting a week on your

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

countertop to close to a month in
your refrigerator.

Growing your own? The crisper
drawer is also where to put lemons
that are still green to help them
ripen up.

A lemon or lime that is going
bad will start to have discoloration
and look wrinkled, a sign that it is
losing juice.

A fresher lemon or lime will
also taste sweeter, while one that
is starting to dry out will give more
of an acidic taste.

For fruit you’ve cut with some
leftover, the best bet is to wrap it
in saran wrap and place back in the

13

airtight container, and then back
to the crisper drawer.

Still can’t use them up quick
enough?

Slice what’s left into wedges,
flash freeze on a cookie sheet
and then store them in an airtight
container for up to six months!

They can also be frozen whole
for up to a year, though they’d
be better for juicing or cooking
rather than being used as their
whole form.

Zest can also last six months
in the freezer, while juice poured
into ice cube trays can last around
three to four months. (PAGE 45)
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soil, so it is important to change
it out yearly as she does with her
plant babies.

Early spring is the best time to
repot, as the tree is transitioning out
of dormancy.

Little also recommends using
an organic supplemental fertilizer
made specifically for its needs such
as Citrus Tone in spring and fall to
keep your tree thriving,

Citrus trees will grow blossoms
and then fruit in clusters.

Many times they will naturally
drop immature fruit, but you can
also pinch off the excess buds or
fruits to encourage growth.

You can also snip off weak or
dead limbs as needed.

Little recommends talking to lo-
cal nurseries for advice on specific
varieties.

Even dwarf varieties you might
want for your kitchen window have
the potential to grow a few feet tall
and will eventually need the indoor/
outdoor treatment.

One of her favorite varieties she
is trying her hand (or rather, green
thumb at) is a Ponderosa lemon
tree, which is a hybrid of a citron
and a lemon.

They grow what looks like an
oversize bumpy lemon, which can
weigh multiple pounds.

Looking to learn more?

A Little Farm and Nursery hosts
workshops, mainly in January and
February, visitors can get their
hands dirty learning about propa-
gation, berries, ginger and even
wildlife and pollinators.

In the meantime, Little says she is

’ » o\ ..
always willing to talk about plants A nursery can better spoil a citrus tree and help it grow strong and resilient so
and care. T by the time it comes to your house, you can reap the fruits of labor.
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Dreaming of the best Summer Vacation ever?
Let me help you turn those
dreams into reality!

I can take you anywhere
you want to go!

BUCKET LISTER TRAVELS

i " LINDSAY LISTER - INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT @
| 443.786.5335 | EASTON, MD i
| LINZYBLISTER@GMAIL.COM | LINDSAYLISTER.INTELETRAVEL. coM
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HOBSON Call today to schedule a free consultation.

LANDSCAPING 410-739-6800 / 410-827-9614
Design Buid & Maintenance INC. www.fahobsonlandscaping.com

GRANDFATHER .
CLOCK REPAIR ¢

&&Km%ﬂyems
We also fix wall & mantel clocks

Grandfather
Wall « Mantel
Antique « Modern
Battery

Professional Service

Worth The Drive
One Year Warranty

e Pool Filling ® Bulkwater Delivery

Reliable Service 7 Days a Week
Danny Gambrill, Owner

1251 W. Central Ave. Suite G-3
Davidsonville, MD 21035

301.262.5300 - 410.798.6380

WATERBOY

POOL WATER SERVICE
410-726-3110
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Check our
website or
Facebook
for updates.

greensborovfc.com

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

PRESALE SPECIAL

- $20.00 - $30 at the door.

Ride All Night Bands
Are Available Through
Members or On
Facebook

~ireworks

\\\\\\i/v'/// July 12th at Dusk ﬁ\;
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For more
information call

410-482-8420
13781 Greensboro Rd.

Greensboro, MD
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Barndominiums gain popularity

Trend marries
charm and utility of
a farm building with

modern living

Story by Sean Clougherty

or people of a certain age,

hearing, “Were you born in
a barn?” as a child usually meant
you had left a door open to the
great outdoors, letting precious air
conditioning out and dastardly flies
and mosquitoes in.

But as gain
popularity, living in a building
built like a barn is a point of pride
for many homeowners attracted
to their rural look and feel.

Barndominiums marry the
charm and utility of a farm build-
ing with the features of modern
living,

“barndominiums”

Their usual calling cards are post
construction with a metal roof
and siding outside and exposed
wood beams and open floor plans
inside.

The term “barndominium” goes
back to 1989, when Connecticut
real estate developer Karl Nielsen
created a community centered
around raising horses, featuring
stables on the ground floor and
living quarters above.

The trend really caught fire
in 2016 when Chip and Joanna
Gaines transformed a 1,000-qua-
re-foot barn into a2 home on their
popular HGTV show “Fixer Up-

2

per.
Builders and buyers of these

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

country condominiums say they
often out compete traditional cus-
tom homes on price, have quick
build times, less maintenance over
time and fit in well with the East-
ern Shore’s rural charactet.

“It’s the modern-day farm-

18

house,” says, Gary Sensenig owner
of Pole Buildings Unlimited in
Dover, Del.

While many builders offer a
slew of models to choose from
and barndominium kits exist for
do-it-yourselfers, they’ll also start

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



Homeowners attracted to the rustic look of a barndominum’s
exterior can be as elaborate on the interior as any traditional

custom home.

(Photo courtesy Pole Buildings Unlimited)

from scratch with a client, making
the home totally unique but not
sticking out like a sore thumb.
They can be as elaborate as any
custom home or trimmed down
to the minimum.
“Everything about this is cus-

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

tomized, right down to the exact
little need or desire of the client,”
Sensenig says.

After more than a decade of
focusing on farm buildings and
garages, Senseing said local inter-
est in investing in barndominiums

19

really heated up about three years
ago.

He said they had the exterior
part down pat, but had some trou-
ble getting contractors to come in
to do the interior “fit-out” stage.

Sensenig, like many pole build-
ing companies, now offers the
start-to-finish process, what he
calls turnkey, for clients.

“Nobody was really filling that
need,” Sensenig says, “So let’s go
for it.”

When Sandy and Jeff Biskach
moved to Dorchester county last
year they wanted their new home
to fall in line with the farmland
that would surround them.

Downsizing from their previous
Cape Cod style home, the opted
for a 2,400-square-foot barndo-
minium and a 960-square-foot
garage.

Staying on one level was also a
must and porches coming off the
home also add living space.

Jetf says they went to their
builder with their own floor plan
and after a few suggestions and
tweaks, they were off an running,

“It’s a custom built home,” he
says. “It’s a very tight, economical
home.”

Paul Rivard said he was famil-
iar with pole building construc-
tion with several friends who
had sheds and garages on their
property.

Then he saw a barndominium
on a parcel he and wife Terri
considered purchasing and they
started looking at one for the Sus-
sex County, Del., spot.

He said their initial design re-
minded him of a very plain salt

June 2025 o Shore Home & Garden



box-style house, but then worked
with the builder to add window
dormers to the roof, vaulted ceil-
ings with exposed trusses and a
wraparound porch.

“I think the design turned out
really well,” Rivard said. “It looks
like a country building.”

They also have a 1,700-square-
foot attached garage as part of the
project, a benefit, Paul said, of a

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025
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more competitive pricing than
traditional customer homebuild-
ers in their area.

“It’s all first floor living,” he
said.

Sensenig recognizes barndo-
miniums aren’t for everyone.

Some potential clients who have
come in with their hearts set on
multiple roof lines, he says, may
be better suited with a stick-built

20

One of the barndominium’s calling cards is its flexibility with an open floor plan.

(Photo courtesy Pole Buildings Unlimited)

custom home.

Part of the barndominium’s
construction is a concrete floor
which knocks out the possibility
of a basement.

That may be a dealbreaker for
some, but Sensenig says other
clients have pivoted to instead
add storage space or a bonus
room above a garage or a home’s
upper level. =g,

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



CHURCH HILL THEATRE PRESENTS
THE

BRIDGES .-
MADISON
COUNTY

BOOK BY MUSIC AND BASED IN THE

LYRICS BY NOVEL BY
x:nnwsl;tﬁ JASON ROBERT

ROBERT JAMES
BROWN WALLER

DIRECTED BY JW RUTH

JUNE 6-22, 2025

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 7:30PM
SUNDAYS AT 2:00PM

ADULTS: $25
MEMBERS: $20
STUDENTS: $15

Advertising provided by
Foam Works, LLC

EnuchliBTiogse THE BRIDGES OF MADISON COUNTY | ted t! h | t

E BRIDGES M L QUNTY Is presented through special arrangemen
103 Wolnk‘lt st, with Music Theatre International (MT1). All authorized performance materials
Church Hill, MD

are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com
(410) 556-6003

With the cooperation of Warner Bros. Theatre Ventures, Inc.

m MSAC E:: ﬁﬁf Mid-Shore

i s NG SR AT Counal Community Foundation

www.shorehomeandgarden.com 21 June 2025 o Shore Home & Garden




P PIOON._ "I

IPIMIENT
— W

PRES
LAWN &

TORO MODELS:

75746 - TC 42" FAB DECK
75740 - TC 4200 452 CC
75750 - TC 5000 ZERO TURN:E
75759 - ZERO TURN 23 HP
75756 - TC 54" FAB DECK

Stop on by and ask for
Dave Stevens.

Mention this ad for a free
gift while supplies last.

(410) 822-8866
9449 Ocean Gateway

D N Easton, MD 21601

)

SPRING CUTDDWN:

Builders
FirstSource

Combining to serve you better

CUSTOM-MADE, HIGH-PERFORMANCE WINDOW AND DOOR
~ PRODUCTS TO MEET YOUR NEEDS

Open to the publzc, stop by and ask
our specialists for assistance!

8401 Ocean Gateway, Easton, MD | 410-822-4880
Hrs.: 6:30 am- 4 pm Mon-Fri

Join Us for the
Smokey Cat Lavender

5090 Long Swamp Rd, Federalsburg, Maryland

2025 Lavender Season!

5/19 & 24 - Lavender Plant Sale
6/2-30 Open for U-Pick
Mondays, Fridays & Saturdays
6/14 Lavender Festival
Lavender Wreath Making
Workshops 6/19, 6/21, 6/22 & 6/28 |
6/21 Lavender Craft Workshop

www.smokeycatlavender. cosn

"'nttc«*
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Experience the Perfect Blend of Rustic Charm
and Modern Comfort with Barndominiums

///{ ‘ y =
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At Pole Buzldmgs Unllmzted we specialize in cmﬁmg bespoke Barndomzmums that seamlessly blend rustzc
charm with modern luxury. Our team of experienced professionals is dedicated to delivering exceptional quality
and craftsmanship, ensuring that your Barndominium is not just a home, but a masterpiece. With customizable
floor plans and endless design options, your Barndominium can truly reflect your unique style and preferences.

Whether you’re dreaming of a cozy retreat in the woods or a sprawling estate in the countryside, the flexibility of
Barndominium living allows you to bring your vision to life.

Rustic Exterior Spacious Interior Modern Amenities Customlzable DeS|gn

sl

575 North DuPont Hwy
Dover, DE
302-399-4420
UNLIMITED info@pbuincde.com
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in many shades of blues, purples,
white, pinks and red. It likes full sun
and is drought tolerant.

* Lavender: extended bloom time,
likes full sun and dry locations. It is
very fragrant, good for dried flow-
ers and for pollinators. It comes in
shades of blues and purples. Some
new varieties tolerate humidity well.

* Coral Bells (Heuchera) plant for
the foliage colors of reds, purples,
burgandy, lime greens, orange and
many other shades. Most are ev-
ergreen and prefer shade. It does
flower, but the foliage is the show.

* Hosta: Plant for the foliage
colors and variegations. Loves the
shade and most flower, again the
foliage is the show.

These are just a few of my favor-
ite perennial plants, but remember

there are lots of other varieties
and many are native and thrive in
our area.

Many of them offer good disease
and pest resistance and are pollina-
tor favorites.

Other June tasks should be to
cut back by one-third of garden
mums, asters, bee balm (wonarda),
helianthus, heliopsis and other late-
summer and fall-blooming perenni-
als to keep them tidy, compact and
improve flowering,

Be sure to deadhead catmint
(nepeta) and salvias and other spent
perennial flowers to encourage a
second bloom cycle.

This also prevents premature seed
heads and stimulates the production
of new flowers.

Trim back the stems and shoots
of perennials crowding their neigh-
bors to maintain the definition be-

tween individual groups of plants.

Apply Milorganite with a rotary
spreader to your lawn as to provide
a slow-release organic nitrogen and
iron to produce a superior lawn for
July and August.

Remember to provide at least an
inch of moisture a week.

Keep blades sharp and set your
mower height to 3-4 inches.

This will help prevent stress to
your grass, cut down on weed ger-
mination and reduces water needs.

Also remember morning irriga-
tion between the hours of 6-9 a.m.
are best as it washes away the dew
which can cause certain diseases
and fungus.

Have a happy start to your sum-
mer! Ty

(Editors Note: Ken Morgan is the
owner of Robin’s Nest Floral and Garden
Center in Easton, Md.)
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We're here for all ya
and built-in furnit

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

29516 Dover Rd., Easton, MD 21601

(410) 770-3717 | choptankclosets@gmail.com | choptankclosets.com
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AUGUST 6-9 , 2025
:{ garoline Dorehester Gounty Fair
Entertainmnent Linewup!

Thursday, August 7th @ 7:00 P.M.

The Jones Boys
Country

£

Friday, August 8th @ 7:00 P.M.

The Reagan Years
80's Tribute Band

Saturday, August 9th

Jimmy Charles
with Reagan Kent

Country
View our Full Sehedule of events at our website!

hitps://carolinedorchestercountyfair.com

¢aroline County 4-H Park
8230 Detour Road, Denton MD 21629
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Three-season plants always in style

Story by Sean Clougherty
Photos by Rachel Rhodes

pring and summer means
S it’s a prime time for plants

flowering and looking their
best. Plants that carry their beauty
into a third season either with sub-
sequent flowers blooming or dis-
tinct foliage can keep a garden or
flower bed vibrant.

For native plants, Rachel Rhodes,
University of Maryland Extension
Master Gardener coordinator in
Queen Anne’s County offers three
of her three-season favorites.

Blue false indigo is a large bushy
perennial, with dense clusters of
deep blue flowers on long upright
spikes.

It grows well in clay and loamy
soils and has drought tolerance
but it needs a couple of years to
establish a good root system before
it takes off above ground.

After that, it can grow 3 to 4 feet
tall.

The bluish-green foliage is very
attractive and provides a good back-
drop to other flowering plants. Af-
ter they bloom, Rhodes said the
plants take on more of a shrubby
appearance and tend to open up
after bloom.

Her tavorite part however, is their
pea-like flowers make it difficult for
bees to get nectar.

“It’s amusing to watch them try to
fit in the flowers,” she said.

Blue false indigo attracts many

pollinators and is also a host plant
for the Frosted Elfin, Wild Indigo

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025
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Virginia sweetspire has long white flower clusters and deep green foliage in
spring and summer, then transforms to deep orange and red leaves, inset,
for fall.
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Duskywing, and Hoary Edge but-
terflies.

Blue eyed grass is a perennial
plant belonging to the Iris family.
Its delicate clump of flowers range
from light violet to deep blue.

“This is an awesome little peren-
nial that holds on to its green grass
all season long and doesn’t have
that typical die back once it’s done
blooming,” Rhodes said.

Blue eyed grass prefers consis-
tently moist soils with good drain-
age and is best grown in full sun to
part shade.

Virginia sweetspire is a mounded,
thickly branched, deciduous shrub
with arching branches. In late May
and June, it is covered in a blanket
of 5- to 6-inch long, white, sweetly
scented, catkin-like “spires.”

They give off a sweet scent, last
several weeks and are a magnet for
bees and butterflies.

The flowers are produced on last
year’s growth.

In summer, the flowers give way
to rich, medium to dark green foli-
age, which makes it ideal for foun-
dation plantings.

In the fall, the foliage changes
from its rich green summer color
to stunning, long-lasting shades
of deep red, purple, orange, and
yellow.

While the late spring flowers are
attractive, it is the rich autumn color
that makes this plant especially val-
ued in the landscape.

The deep burgundy to red leaves
are “beyond impressive,” Rhodes
said.

The fall colors vary, depending on
sun exposure. Full sun produces the
most vibrant color.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

Native to Maryland, blue false indigo or Baptisia, gives a garden color through
its foliage and flowers from spring into fall.

Bursting with flowers, hardy gera-
niums or cranesbill, boast flowers,
lush foliage and are easy to grow,
which only adds their value for
garden texture.

Some hardy geraniums enjoy
remarkably long flowering seasons,
extending from late spring to late
fall.
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Ann Folkard, Elke, Mavis Simp-
son, Orion, Patricia, Rozanne,
Sweet Heidy are a few varieties that
known to handle the challenges of
the seasons.

Perhaps better known in Mary-
land by its common name of Black
Eyed Susan, rudbeckia’s upright
growth and coarse texture makes it
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ideal for mass plantings in natural-
ized areas or in the background of
perennial beds.

Blooming from late spring
through early fall, the showy flow-
ers will attract bees, butterflies, and
the seeds are loved by birds.

The upright branches of the red
twigged dogwood come in colors of
red, yellow, orange and coral.

Foliage is green, gold or varie-
gated, with white flowers occurring
in the spring and summer.

In the fall, white, blue or purple
berries emerge and act as a food
for wildlife along with continuing
to offer colot.

In winter, with the foliage gone,
the colorful branches become even
more vivid against the season’s usu-
ally dreary backdrop.

This dogwood shrub is good in
a woodland border, rain garden,
massed along a slope, in containers
and as hedging or screening,

Lavender is a good option for
three-season color as it stays green
along time and mixing different va-
rieties of Spanish lavender, French
lavender and English lavender can
spread their blooms our from spring
to fall.

In general lavender is an easy
keeper, but Rhodes stresses match-
ing the right plant to the right site
for adequate drainage.

Perhaps, best of all for rural
gardeners, deer and rabbits don’t
like them.

In many cases, specific cultivars
of a plant have the three season
stamp over the whole species or
genus.

The President Clematis will
bloom in early summer, and then

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025
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Blue eyed grass is a perennial plant belonging to the Iris family. Its delicate

bt

clump of flowers range from light violet to deep blue.

bloom again in the late summer or
early fall.

Its vibrant purple blooms are
seven-inches wide

Azaleas are most well-known
for their spring flowers and their
shrubby nature.

But the Autumn Ruby Encore
Azalea Tree is a tree-form azalea, el-
evating it above many other shrubs
in the landscape.

With ruby-red flowers in the

28

spring, it reblooms through the
spring up until fall and with the
dramatic contrast of the dark-green
leaves, the flowers will stand out and
make a brilliant statement.

Yellow flowers of the Harvest of
Memories Iris last through multiple
seasons.

This plant puts out at least two,
if not three sets of flowers, bloom-
ing in the spring, the summer and
pethaps in the fall. ™
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'
ed, Landgcapers Welcome!

Hanging Baskets, Vegetable Plants
Tropical Plants, Shrubs
Perennials & Annuals

D{bxﬂ ° m Hours
n é}ﬁ] @@Eﬂ Mon.-Sat. 9-5,

Sun. 10-3

WE BUY BOATS

We often purchase boats directly from
our customers for an even easier &
experience. Whether it’s turnkey or

needs some TLC, we will evaluate your
options for an effortless transcation!

WHISTLE Serving Maryland

g

Antiques - Vintage - Artisans
Fun Stuff - Fanstastic Finds
OVER 40 VENDORS FOR

YACHT SERVICES and Delaware
Call/Text: 410.570.9150 | ryan@whistleys.com

Visit us at www.whistleys.com for more information

YOUR ENJOYMENT

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10 AM - 4 PM
125 Kemp Ln. - Easton - 410.936.7400

SPACES AVAILABLE FOR RENT
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species — it’s the connection.

The Science Behind the Snuggles

Serotonin plays a crucial role in
regulating mood, sleep, digestion,
and even pain perception.

Low levels of serotonin have
been linked to depression and
anxiety. While medications like
SSRIs are designed to help, natu-
ral methods like physical touch,
routine, and joyful interaction
can also support healthy serotonin
levels — and our pets deliver all
three.

In fact, researchers at the Uni-
versity of Missouri found that just
15 minutes of petting a dog can
increase serotonin, prolactin, and
oxytocin levels — while lowering
the stress hormone cortisol.

Another study published in
Frontiers in Psychology confirmed
that pet owners tend to have lower
blood pressure and heart rates
during stressful situations.

Ask my husband if that still
counts after he discovered that
Adley ate our coach!

Pets Boost Our Brain Chemistry
* Physical affection: Petting a
dog or cat increases serotonin and
dopamine. Just watching your pet
breathe, purr, or snore (adorably)
can have a calming effect on the

nervous system.

* Routine: Feeding, walking, or
grooming creates structure and
consistency — two things our
brains thrive on, especially during
times of stress or uncertainty.

* Exercise: Walking a dog like
Adley (who prefers running, let’s
be honest) increases serotonin
through movement, exposure to
sunlight, and nature’s calming
cues.

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025
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Whether it’s Adley, rear, hoarding sticks as if they’re buried treasure, or Savan-
nah rolling off the couch, laughter is part of our family’s daily life.

* Connection: Pets offer non-
judgmental companionship. Their
unconditional love can buffer
feelings of loneliness, boost self-
worth, and provide much-needed
social support.

Laughter Is Therapy, Too

Let’s not forget that pets are
natural comedians.

Whether it’s Adley hoarding
sticks like they’re buried treasure
or our basset hound Savannah
rolling dramatically off the couch,
laughter is part of daily life with
them.

And laughter, as we know, re-
leases serotonin and reduces stress.

They aren’t just cuddly —
they’re medicine with a wagging
tail.

Finding the Right Fur-Ever Fit

Of course, not everyone is ready
for a “Captain Chaos” in their
home.

For some, a chill cat, a sleepy
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(Photo courtesy Kristine George)

rabbit, or even a few colorful fish
can provide that same sense of
peace and companionship.

The best pet for you is the one
that brings you comfort, joy, and
maybe even a bit of comic relief.

When choosing a pet, consider
your lifestyle, energy level, and the
kind of connection you're look-
ing for. The right animal partner
won't just fit into your life —
they’ll make it better.

Adley (and the Real MVPs)

As I write this, Adley is sprawled
across the recliner floor like a
lazy lion, snoring with complete
contentment.

One cat is curled on the win-
dowsill, the other is at my feet
watching the baseball game and
Savannah is hunkered down in
her Daddy’s lap for a mutual nap.

In the end, our pets don't just
keep us company — they help us
feel human with their uncondi-

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



tional love.

They ground us in the present,
connect us to something joyful,
and nudge our brains toward bal-
ance in the most loving, messy,
and wonderful ways.

Find Your New Best Friend

If youre considering adding a
furry (or feathered) family mem-
ber to your life, adopting through
a local rescue or animal shelter is a
wonderful option.

Not only are you giving a pet a
second chance at a loving home,
but you're also supporting or-
ganizations dedicated to animal
welfare.

Here on the Eastern Shore, we're
fortunate to have several dedicated
shelters:

e Talbot Humane in Easton,
Md: A compassionate, communi-
ty-driven organization that works

tirelessly to match pets with lov-
ing families. They offer adoption
counseling, fostering programs,
and even a pet pantry for those in
need.

* Baywater Animal Rescue
in Cambridge, Md.: As one of
the oldest continually operating
humane societies in Maryland,
Baywater has been saving lives for
over 75 years. Their commitment
to no-kill rescue and finding the
right home for every animal is
truly inspiring; and

* Chesapeake Cats and Dogs in
Queenstown, Md: A no-kill rescue
dedicated to providing a lifetime
haven for cats and dogs that have
been abandoned, abused, lost,
strayed, or surrendered. Since its
founding in 2006, CCAD has
successfully placed more than
2,000 homeless cats and dogs in

e Exhibitors Welcome
" Lots of Shade
“' Kitchens Open Each Day

loving homes.

Each of these shelters offers a
variety of adoptable animals —
from dogs and cats to the occa-
sional bird, rabbit or guinea pig.

Their dedicated staff and vol-
unteers are experts at helping you
find a pet that fits your home and
heart.

Whether you're drawn to a
senior cat seeking a warm lap or a
bouncy puppy like Adley who will
test every boundary in the most
lovable way, your perfect match
might be waiting just a few miles
away.

Adopting a pet isn't just about
saving a life — it’s about enrich-
ing your own in ways you never
imagined.™ >

(Editor’s Note: Kristine George is
a freelance journalist who resides in
Easton.)

uckahoe

Steam & (Gas Assoc.

Featuring
International

Equipment

July 10- 13, 2025

Steam Engines *Antique Gas Engines * Antique Gas Tractors * Live Steam Train Models
Antique Cars and Trucks * Home Arts Demos * Wheat Threshing
Saw Mills * Blacksmiths * Horse Pull * Music * Consignment Auction

11472 Ocean Gateway Flea Markets

Easton, MD 21601

Crafts

Admission $10 per person
(Children Under 12 Free)

Call 410-822-9868, visit www.tuckahoesteam.org or follow on Facebook

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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Join Us
Down by the River

Free concert series held at the waterfront gazebo
overlooking the beautiful Nanticoke River

Bringyour'own
chair'or'blanket and
enjoy'the’music o

i!!!!1!!!',!!}!!!!!&!!!!!!E!!!!!!!!!!i!!!!!!!.
MUSIC ON THE NANTICOKE 4-7
May:17th; July 19thiand 'September;20th
Food and Refreshments will be
available to purchase.
Town of Vienna |410-376-3442

.

+Celebrating 96 yearel!
' £

Erslern Shore NOW IN
/)’urserée.s'c%c. STO CK
Encore Azaleas, Knock Out
Roses, Endless Summer
s Hydrangia
fy29 Drift Roses n
30104 Dover Rd. 410 822 1320
A Local Family Business Easton, MD 21601 "Oaa”
y 7 96 yearg in businesg over 30,000 plants in stock
info@talbotwaste.com
MHIC #50061
410-829-8644

Kevin Lomax

Painting Contractor

Interior
Exterior Cell: 410-924-6122
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PATUXENT

Locally Owned & Operated et %
Competitive Pricing < asal_lglél_'sggs
Quick & Superior Service Order Today!

9 Reasons for Dumpster Rental:
Cleaning projects
De-cluttering
Junk Removal
Foreclosures
Landscaping
Moving in/out
Remodeling/Renovation
Roof tear-off
Small or large construction projects

NS Wy

Call Today, Start
Cleaning Up Tomorrow! ——— ?;fo

888-728-8936 —
WWW.pPaxcos.com

* PLANTS & FLOWERS
* FERTILIZERS
« WEED CONTROL

* GARDEN DECOR

* GARDEN TOOLS
+ POOL SALT

© MAKEYOURYARD YOUR |

* PROPANE REFILLS

SW% OM/ « CHARCOAL

* & MUCH MORE!
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with musicians from
Chestertown’s National
Music Festival

ADKINS ARBORETUM
Thursday,

June 12, 2025

2-4 p.m.

$10 per person
advance registration requested

12610 Eveland Road
Ridgely, MD 21660
410-634-2847
adkinsarboretum.org

o .
AJKINS ARBORETUM 9'Q

- Ca mer

REFRIGERATION ¢ HEATING

AIR CONDITIONING, INC.
\ SR g S )
ioge¥ ) ‘ kD 39 years and counting! Now HIRING

=~/ FINANCING

Call for details! |
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 6/30/25 |

Must be presented at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 6/30/25

Call now for details.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 6/30/25

TN LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED Installers & Service Techs
\/ Ay A S UWhen experience matters Call now or email resume
Payments as low as $76 /month — call Steele
|- - - - - - - - — - - = e S Tl -
II§T]LL’A90909NEWOSYFSTEVI : : s 2 5 F F $ 3 00 F F :
I+ ANY SERVICE CALL DUCTLESS SYSTEM :
[

| [

sales@ steeleshvac.com WWW.STEELESHVAC.COM 410-643-0005 / 410-479-5560
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Elevate summer grilling with this secret weapon

Story courtesy StatePoint

hether youre a seasoned pit-

master or firing up the grill for
the first time, elevating the flavor
of your BBQ) dishes is simple with
the right fuel.

Up first is the Jalapefio Ranch
Smashburgers by Brandyn Baker
of Black Dog BBQ.

Smashburger

*11/2to 2 pounds ground beef
(80/20 blend)

* Lettuce

* Tomato

* White American cheese

* Hamburger buns

* Salt and pepper to taste

Jalaperio Ranch Dressing

* 1 cup mayonnaise

* 1/4 cup sour cream

* 3 tablespoon buttermilk (more
if needed to thin)

* 1 jalapefio, stemmed and
seeded

* 1 teaspoon minced garlic

* 2 tablespoons lime juice

* 2 tablespoons chopped ci-
lantro

* 1 tablespoon chopped green
onion

* 1/2 teaspoon onion powder

* 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder

* 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt

* Black pepper to taste

Instructions

1. Combine dressing ingredients
in blender. Blend until smooth.

2. Refrigerate for at least 30
minutes.

3. Using Bear Mountain BBQ’s
Gourmet Craft Blend pellets, pre-
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heat a sear plate on a pellet grill
to 400 degrees F.

4. Form meatballs, seasoning
them generously with salt and
peppet.

5. Place meatballs onto hot sear
plate. Let cook for 1-2 minutes,
then smash them flat using a grill
press or heavy spatula.

6. Cook 3-4 minutes until well-
browned, then flip. Top with
cheese. Cook for another 1-2
minutes until cheese is melted and
burgers cooked through.

7. Toast buns.

8. Assemble burgers. Add sauce
to bottom bun. Layer lettuce, to-
mato and patties.

9. Drizzle dressing generously.
Add bun top and serve immedi-
ately.

X ok ok

The second recipe is Reverse-
Seared Smoked Ribeye Steak with
Garlic and Herb Butter by Miguel
Raya of Cooking with Fire.

Steaks

¢ 1-2 thick-cut ribeye steaks

* Kosher salt

¢ Freshly cracked black pepper

* Optional: garlic powder, rose-
mary, or your favorite beef rub

* High smoke point oil (beef
tallow)

* Cast iron skillet or hot grill/
griddle

Garlic & Herb Butter

* 8 ounces unsalted butter

* 1 tablespoon minced garlic

* 1 teaspoon fresh parsley

* 1 teaspoon fresh thyme

* 1 teaspoon fresh chives
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* 1 teaspoon fresh rosemary
Instructions

1. Remove steak from fridge 30
minutes before cooking. Season.

2. Using Bear Mountain BBQ’s
Hickory pellets, preheat smoker to
250 degrees F (or 200 degrees for
slower, more even cooking). Place
steak on a wire rack over a baking
sheet or grill grate. Cook until
internal temperature reaches 115
degrees I for rare, 120 degrees I
for medium-rare or 130 degrees
F for medium. Use a probe or
instant-read thermometer (takes
30-45 minutes depending on
thickness).

3. Heat cast iron skillet over
high heat until smoking hot. Add
oil or beef tallow and steak. Sear
for 45—60 seconds per side, press-
ing lightly for a good crust. Baste
with butter, garlic and rosemary
for extra flavor.

4. Let steak rest 10 minutes. Top
with butter, then slice and serve.
* X %

No matter what type of grill
you have or what type of food
you’re preparing, Bear Mountain
BBQ offers a variety of hardwood
flavors, and the brand is always ex-
panding its lineup of wood pellet
blends to cater to every kind of
BBQ lover — from outdoor ad-
venturers to backyard pit bosses.

Bear Mountain BBQ products
are available online and in store
at retailers nationwide.

For recipes, grilling tips or to
find a store near you, visit Bear-
MountainBBQ.com. *y»
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Antique Discovery

By DeeDee Wood

Collecting
World War Il
rationing
stamps

(Editor’s note: DeeDee Wood is the
owner of Black Cat Curiosities, an online
antiques research and sales venue.)

fter the Japanese attack on

Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941,

the United States entered
World War II. This also began the
practice of rationing, or conserving
and distributing the need of goods
to various people and groups de-
pendent upon need.

The rationing was controlled by
stamps, and stamps of different
varieties and goods, contained in a
ration stamp book.

Those stamp books are still re-
searched, collected and traded in
the antiques market today.

Many commodities were rationed,
in many different countries during
the war.

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

Consumer rationing, which in-
volved food and household goods
and products, began around 1942
for most items.

Rationing of foods, and many
other goods, which involved metals,
manufacturing components, tires,
rubber, gasoline, just to name a few,
had to be rationed and controlled
due to low supply, distribution dis-
ruption, manufacturing facilities in
danger, redistribution of supplies
for the war effort, (building war

36

2

machines and offering food and
supplies to soldiers first,) and other
needs to reroute supplies for war
efforts.

The stamp books were numbered
as they rolled out to be distributed,
for example, Book Number One
was the Sugar Book, and rationed
the sweet treat down to 8 ounces of
sugar per person per week.

It was the first book distributed as
a ration book in the United States
during this time.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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Commercial bakers and confec-
tioners big and small also had to
lower their use of goods, and sugar
use during this time went down to
70 percent of use from previous
levels.

As the war rolled on, other food
items and household goods began
to have these rationing books and
stamps assigned to the general
public for their use and distribution.

Canned goods that used metal
and tin were rationed, (and some-
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times dehydrated during this time,)
cheese, oils to cook, butter, jelly,
meats, processed and preserved
foods and even toothpaste tubes
were all rationed.

Some stamp books are more rare
and harder to find, being torn out
for higher use, and discarded long
ago by retailers, such as for baby
food and heavy kitchen use baking
needs.

Intact stamp books are worth
more, if they can be found.
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More than just food was rationed
during the war.

There were consumer stamp
books for fuel, oil, footwear, rub-
ber, TV sets, sewing machines and
anything made of metal or tin.

As the war continued and supplies
were needed for the war effort to
build planes, feed soldiers, aid other
countries and preserve and supply,
the need and importance of ration-
ng grew.

Campaigns and slogans can be
found on old ad posters and sug-
gestions to take the stamps seriously
and used honestly increased.

It was suggested to retailers not
to take stamps that were not con-
tained within books, as there was an
underground market of trade for
stamps sometimes, and the fairness
was attempted to be kept in check
along with honesty.

Ration books were made by OPA,
or Office of Price Administration,
who would set the rules and needs
base for rationing,

The books and stamps were given
to local ration boards, who utilized
volunteers, such at the local PTA
and school teachers, to distribute
the books.

When collecting these old books
for the antique collector, regard
condition, scarcity, number of
stamps within the book, and au-
thenticity.

The stamps and books can be
found in antique stores, online sales
venues, flea markets and estate sales.

They are a reminder of the tenac-
ity, challenges, courage and sacri-
fice people had to implement and
endure during war time endeavors.

~
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TOWERS CONCRETE PRODUCTS INC.

Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years.
A NPCA Certified Precast Plant.

PRE CAST
+ Septic Tanks

* Pump Tanks

* Holding Tanks

* Grease Traps

Norweco Wastewater
Treatment Systems & Service

26425 Hobbs Rd. | Denton, MD
Visit our website for a complete list n 1-800-773-9128 - 410-479-0914 - Denton, MD
of products & services. Hours: Monday - Friday 6 am - 5 pm.

LAND & SHORE MANAGEMENT
Brooks Andrews - 443-786-0416

icensed & Insured
- MHIC#142820
Marine Contractor
License #268(1)

o New Installation RipRap

e RipRap Repair

e Living Shoreline

« New Pier Installation
 Refurbished Piers

o Bulkheading

e Design - Landscape - Hardscape [Z
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No job too big or too small

call today for a FREE
consultation and estimate.

WWW.ROBINSNESTFLORAL.COM

Summer Hours:
410-822-8700 “iiws”
- - Saturday 8-5,
Easton, MD 21601 Sunday 10-4

g;, o M’ MUST HAVE ASE CARD FOR SALE PRICES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER PROMOTION. NOT VALID WITH
e ORDERS FOR FRESH FLOWERS OR DELIVERIES. NOT VALID ON HOUSE ACCOUNT. VALID WITH CASH, CREDIT,
— CHECK. MHIC 3132241

BG 56C BLOWER,
$219.99

- RMA 460 CORDLESS
PUSH MOWER
$399.99

FS 56 RC
WEEDEATER,
o $199.99

THROUGH S
YOURSPRING /@™ 812 Crystal Ave, - Denton, D
T o - D o L I s T _ . \ www.c:l[:)-tggkgﬁszly.com

Eastern Service Corp.
106 Washington St., - Cambridge, MD

REAL STIHL. FIND YOURS. 410-228-0300

www.easternservicecorporation.com
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(Editor’s note: Deborah Walker is the
anthor of “An Eastern Shore Special:
Recipes from the Heart.” She has written
about food and recipes for 15 years, She
resides in Ocean City.)

he exploration of scientific

principles, acknowledgement

of personal preferences, and
ingenuity are the underlying phi-
losophies of cooking..

The proposal of “why” salvitates
one’s inner being with exploration
and satisfies the urge to exceed
conventionalism.

Itis then one understands the true

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

Food For Thought

By Deborah Walker

meaning of a chef.

That being said, cookery has
reached an unequivocal state of
proficiency.

40

The absence of complexity does
not mean the introduction to sim-
plicity.

Details and their finer counter-
parts are crucial for the success of
a dish.

This process must be carefully
thought out, no matter the degrees
of straightforwardness.

With that thought in mind, let
us delve into the mastery of fried
eggrolls.

The perfect eggroll consists of
three main components: a crispy
exteriot, a fresh filling, and a delec-
table dipping sauce. If one of these

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



elements is not spot on, dissatisfac-
tion comes to the forefront.

The filling of the egg roll is up
to the individual chef. Cabbage,
Napa cabbage, or Bok choy are the
standard fillers.

Scallions, carrots, water chestnuts,
Chinese celery, and bean sprouts for
a quick filling.

You want to stay away from veg-
etables that are difficult to shred
such as broccoli, cauliflower, string
beans, etc.

Frozen veggies are not recom-
mended for the simple fact that they
become soggy when thawed.

Whatever protein you add, make
sure it is very thinly sliced or it will
overtake your vegetable selection.

Folding an egg roll is easy, just
make sure it is completely closed.
Otherwise, oil will seep into the
egg roll and make it a soggy mess.

Place one wonton on the counter
with the tip facing you.

Place approximately three table-
spoons of the filling towards the
bottom.

Take the tip that is facing you and
roll upwards, and at the same time
condense the filling so it is tight.

Tuck the right and left end in, and
continue rolling the wrapper until
you have an egg roll shape. When
frying, make sure you place the egg
roll into the hot oil with the seam

“I can’t change the direction of the
wind, but | can adjust my sails to
always reach my destination.”

— Jimmy Dean

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

Fried Crab and Cream Cheese Wontons
with a Sweet, Spicy Sauce

Sweet and Spicy Sauce
1 cup sweet Chili sauce

» 1 1/2 cups duck sauce

- 2/3 teaspoon ground ginger

- 1/8 teaspoon Dijon mustard

-1 1/2 tablespoons fish sauce

« Garnish: several pinches of finely
chopped scallions, chopped cilan-
tro, crab meat, and/or black and
white sesame seeds

1. In a medium bowl, combine in-
gredients except for garnishes and
mix well. Set aside.

Crab and Cream Cheese Wontons
- 8 ounces lump crab meat, car-
tiledge and shells removed
- 8 ounces cream cheese, room
temperature
- 1 green onion, thinly sliced
-« 1 tablespoon Worcestershire
sauce
- 2 teaspoons sesame oil
- 2/3 teaspoon garlic powder
kosher salt to taste
« 24 wonton wrappers (2-inch)
canola oil for frying

side down first. This seals the roll.

When it comes to frying egg rolls,
make sure the oil is hot. A wok,
deep fryer, or cast-iron skillet are
the cooking vessel of choice.

Do not overcrowd the pan, or the
temperature of your oil will drop
causing the rolls to become soggy.

Once they are cooked, place them
on a cooling rack. Do not place
them on a plate lined with paper
towels.

Crisp egg rolls resting on soggy
paper towels will ruin your efforts
for a crunchy exterior.

Homemade egg rolls are fun and
are sure to be a hit.

If company is coming and time is
of the essence, consider fried crab,

and cream cheese wontons with a
41

1. In a medium bowl, using a hand-
held blender, combine cream
cheese, Worcestershire sauce,
sesame oil, garlic powder, and salt.
Add onions to the cream cheese
mixture and mix. Fold in the crab
meat and carefully mix.

2. In a large cast iron skillet, heat
oil over medium-high heat.

3. To assemble the wontons, place
a shallow bowl of water on your
work surface. Take one wonton
wrapper, dip the tip of your finger
in the bowl and wet two edges of
the wonton wrapper. Place 1 1/2
teaspoons of the crab filling in the
middle of the wrapper. Fold the
wrapper over into a triangle and
seal the edges securely. Repeat
with remaining wrappers and fill-
ing.

4. Carefully lower wontons into
the hot oil, working in batches,
and fry 1 to 2 minutes until gold-
en brown. Place on a cooling rack
briefly. Garnish and serve immedi-
ately with dipping sauce.

sweet and spicy dipping sauce.

Crab meat, cream cheese, green
onions, and garlic are the essence of
the dish. Jumbo lump or crab claw
meat can be used. The sweet and
spicy sauce can also made on the fly.

Fried crab and cream cheese
wontons can be served on a platter
or individual portions.

Mini white Chinese boxes to
go or mini deep fryer baskets are
festive and can be ordered online
is one is considering individual
portions.

In closing, just because this dish
is easy to make doesn’t mean it will
not get your guests attention.

Fried crab and cream cheese
wontons with a sweet, spicy sauce
are de-li-cions. Enjoy =~y

June 2025 ¢ Shore Home & Garden



Ll eOl= O =L, toXelininate mosquitoes from your backyard

o Thebes fis e Like many insects, 'mosquitoes are
whate canllay; attracted to outdoor /7 g/JIfS, especially
@? fnashdeasa @?m bright white lights that emit heat.

@0 i s edle &5 sevem Replace incandescent lights with a bulb

that’s less appealing, such as an opaque

warm-hued yellow, orange or red LEDs.

o Thersa wmags of
plantsithagmosquitoes * Control weeds, pick up
yilllactivelyfavoid Yy g fallen branches and leaves,
< O /) maintain your lawn at the
Eﬁfﬁ.ﬁ, y 2N\ 7 5 recommended height and
A7 (s @_A > keep bus/;es, shrubs, hedges
> 4 Py . ” N ™ and trees trimmed to encour-
é "‘L < age air flow throughout your
@cetit@m&mg@ R N garden and reduce how much
tﬂ]@j@‘j} L \ shelter it offers to mosquitoes.
chefoardentasineededs X
* An oscillating fél?’l in your
' outdoor area will often create
2 | enough breeze to keep you cool
end AERIOB e help on hot days as well as deterring
increaselairfcirculation’ weak-flying mosquitoes from
. targeting you and your guests.
e ous laven less liely SVAShwelllasfecttingdridfof buckets or containers that can collect water,

mos uitoes:
: checldgardentfurniturc¥sand pits, wading pools, trampolines and children’s

toysiwhichicantalsofharbour mosquitoes. Clean out your gutters so they
cantdrainipropetly and fix any holes in window or door screens.
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ANNUAL
TALBOT HUMANE
YARD SALE

JUNE 28, 2025
8A- NOON

RESERVE YOUR SPOT
TODAY!

HTTPS://WWW.TALBOTHUMANE.ORG/ANNUAL-
TALBOT-HUMANE-YARD-SALE-JUNE-28TH/

7894 Ocean Gateway
ﬁ Easton, MD 21601
TALBOT  410-822-0107

HUMANE www.talbothumane.org

/L4 Fair Time! =z
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(FROM PAGE 10)

to flower arrangements or to share
with children as a rattle.

Baptisia can be planted as a
wonderful background plant, and
it prefers to have full sun and well-
drained soil.

These long-lived perennials de-
velop a strong taproot and do not
transplant well after becoming
established.

They can be used in cottage gar-
dens, native meadows, a butterfly
garden or as a boarder, planted as a
specimen or in small groups.

Their lovely purple blue flowers
complement other flowers in shades
of white or yellow. ~"&

(Editor’s Note: Ginny Rosenkranz, is
a commercial horticulture specialist with
the University of Maryland Extension.)

Baptisia can be planted as a wonderful background plant, and it prefers to
have full sun and well-drained soil.

(Photo by Ginny Rosenkranz)

OVER STATION

social |
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500 Dover Road Easton MD

' shopping | events @

doverstation.com
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(FROM PAGE 13)

If you break out the dehydrator,
you can also have your zest sit in
rotation with the rest of your spices.

To zest, your safest betis to use a
microplaner, essentially a teeny-tiny
grater, to grate fine pieces. Another
option in a pinch for those who are
brave and confident is a paring knife
to peel and then dice the zest.

However you zest, stop when you
get to the white part, called the pith,
as it has a bitter and dry taste.

Zest can be overlooked as an
ingredient, but once you have it on
hand, it can be fun to experiment
with.

Both lemon and lime zest can
amp up the flavor of a variety of
dishes. Try throwing it in batters for
baked goods. It can spruce up a box

of cake mix, add interest to your
muffins and make a pretty topper
on icings.

Of course, there is nothing like a
fresh lemon meringue or key lime
pie to take you to the tropics. If
baking a pie isn’t your speed, it’s
also great sprinkled on tropical or
fruity drinks to also jetset you into
your own Margaritaville.

Apart from the sweets, it can also
assist with main courses. Both fla-
vors work well for seafood, chicken
and veggies. Use zest to create your
own fresh riff of lemon pepper
seasoning,

For tea drinkers, mix zest in with
your tea leaves before brewing if
you are a hot tea drinker, or sprinkle
in your chilled sweet tea.

For juicing, you can use a gadget
or go without.

To get the most juice out, start by
rolling your fruits on the counter
or between your palms to make
juice easier to extract. If you don’t
have a juicer, try pressing a spoon
down against the open part of the
fruit. Another method is to poke
the non-stem end with a skewer,
remove, and then squeeze the juice
from the opening,

As for juice, try it in some of the
same ways - added to marinades,
into baked goods and pastries, sass-
ing up a cheesecake. It can also be
a good addition to salad dressings.

Peels are also popular to be sug-
ared or candied.

They can be used to decorate
sweets, add depth and flavor to a
drink or glam up a plated dish™»

—Leslie Mzlby

Wright’s Market

B Community Yard Sale
Sat., June 21, 2025 - 7:30- Noon

All vendors must

be set- up by

7:30 am. Gates

open at 6:30 am
for set-up.

Wright’s Market
9300 Old Railroad Road

Mardela Springs, MD 21837

(410) 742-8845

*Just $5/space.

See cashier for registration
form and for more

details visit

www.wrightsmarket.com

Please return
registration form
by Thursday
June 19th

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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Now we’re cooking!

Sizzling Meals Made for

FAMILY FEATURES
ummertime, for many, represents
an opportunity to enjoy freshly
cooked meals while enjoying
time outdoors. Taking vour dishes
from ordinary to extraordinary starts with
chef-inspired recipes that call to mind the
flavors of the season.
Whether you're a steak enthusiast who

enjoys nothing more than a tender cut or a

summer burger connoisseur looking for a
fresh twist on tradition, these recipes call
for high-quality beef from Omaha Steaks.
Created by Omaha Steaks Executive
Chef David Rose, the New York Strips
Oscar-Style complement the thick, juicy,
marbled flavor of the steaks with sauteed
asparagus, bearnaise sauce and jumbo
lump crab meat. Or turn your attention
to Fried Lobster Po Boy Burgers with
pimento remoulade sauce for a tempting
way to combine two summertime
favorites — seafood and burgers.

Visit OmahaSteaks.com for more
summer meal inspiration.

Fried Lobster Po Boy Burgers
Recipe courtesy of Omaha Steaks Executive
Chet David Rose
Prep time: about 20 minutes
Cook time: about 20 minutes
Servings: 2
Pimento Remoulade:
1/2 cup mayonnaise
11/2 tablespoons minced pimentos
1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
1 tablespoon minced bread and
butter pickles
1 pepperoncino (seeded and minced)
1/4 teaspoon smoked paprika
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground
black pepper
1 tablespoon freshly squeezed
lemon juice
3 dashes hot sauce
kosher salt, to taste

Fried Lobster Tails:
Vegetable oil, for frying
cup all-purpose flour
teaspoon kosher salt, divided
teaspoon freshly ground black
pepper, divided
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon smoked paprika
1 large egg
1 tablespoon water
2 dashes hot sauce

12
172
1/2

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

1/4 cup potato chips, finely blended in
food processor
1/3 cup panko breaderumbs
1 tablespoon minced flat leaf
Italian parsley
2 Omaha Steaks lobster tails
(5 ounces each)

Cheeseburgers:
1 pound Omaha Steaks premium
ground beef
salt, to taste
freshly ground black pepper,
to taste
2 tablespoons unsalted butter, at
room temperature
2 brioche buns
2 slices yellow cheddar cheese
3 leaves romaine lettuce, shredded

To make pimento remoulade: In small bowl,
mix mayonnaise, pimentos, mustard, pickles,
pepperoncino, paprika, garlic powder, black
pepper, lemon juice and hot sauce until well
incorporated. Season with salt, to taste.

To make fried lobster tails: Preheat gnll
to 400 F and add oil to 10-inch cast-iron pan
about 1/2-inch deep.

In medium bowl, whisk flour, 1/4 tea-
spoon salt, 1/4 teaspoon pepper, garlic
powder and smoked paprika until well
incorporated. Set aside.

In separate medium bowl, whisk egg,
water and hot sauce. Set aside.
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Fried Lobster Po Boy Burgers

In third medium bowl, whisk potato chips,
panko breaderumbs and parsley until well
mcorporated. Set aside.

Cut lobster tails in half lengthwise,
remove meat [rom shell and season with
remaining kosher salt and black pepper.

Toss halved lobster tails in flour mixture
first, egg mixture second then potato chip
mixture third, coating thoroughly.

Fry lobster tails 3-4 minutes on each side
until golden brown and cooked through.
Close grill lid between flipping.

To make cheeseburgers: Preheat grill to
450 F using direct heat. Form ground beef
into two 1/2 pound patties, each about
1/2-inch thick.

Using thumb, make dimple in center of
each patty to help cook evenly.

Season both sides of burger with salt and
pepper, to taste. Spread butter on each cut
side of buns.

Grill burgers 4-5 minutes per side for
medium doneness.

Add one slice cheddar cheese on each
burger, close lid and grill about 30 seconds
to melt cheese. Remove patties from gnll 1o
clean plate. Place buns cut sides down on grill
grates and toast 20-30 seconds, or until well
toasted, being careful to avoid bumning.

To assemble: Place desired remoulade on
buns. Place cheeseburgers on bottom buns.
Top each with two [ried lobster tail halves.
Place handful shredded lettuce on lobster
tails. Top with buns.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



New York Strips Oscar-Style
Recipe courtesy of Omaha Steaks Executive
Chef David Rose
Prep time: about 30 minutes
Cook time: about 3 1/2 hours
Servings: 4
Sauteed Asparagus:
1/2 pound jumbo asparagus (about
1 bunch), blanched in salted
boiling water
3 tablespoons olive oil
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 tablespoons minced shallots
salt, to taste
freshly ground black pepper, to taste

Bearnaise Sauce:
1/4 cup white wine vinegar

2 tablespoons minced shallots

1 tablespoon chopped tarragon

3 egg yolks

2 tablespoons water, plus additional

for boiling, divided

2 dashes hot sauce

2 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
salt, to taste
freshly ground black pepper, to taste

1

Jumbo Lump Crab Meat:
1 pound jumbo lump crab meat
2 tablespoons kosher salt

New York Strip Steaks:

4 Omaha Steaks Private Reserve or
Butcher’s Cut New York Strips
(10 ounces each)

salt, to taste

freshly ground black pepper, to taste
water

tablespoons grapeseed oil
tablespoons unsalted butter

garlic cloves

fresh thyme sprigs

S VS N =N

To make asparagus: Cut asparagus stalks into 1/4-inch
pieces. Heat large pan over medium-high heat and add
olive oil.

Add garlic and shallots to pan; lightly saute about
20 seconds, or until fragrant.

Add asparagus to pan; saute about 2 minutes until
lightly browned. Add salt and pepper, to taste.

To make bearnaise sauce: In small saucepan, bring
vinegar, shallots and tarragon to boil then reduce to
simmer 3-4 minutes until reduced by about half. Cool to
room temperature.

Bring medium pot half full of water to slow boil.

In small bowl, whisk egg yolks, vinegar reduction, water
and hot sauce until well incorporated.

Place bowl over pot of boiling water and continue
whisking ingredients until it starts to emulsify and
becomes sauce-like. Alternate whisking on and ofT heat
every 30 seconds to prevent eggs from scrambling.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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New York Strips Oscar-Style

Gradually add melted butter, continuously whisking
until sauce becomes rich with ribbony consistency and
sets up. Season with salt and pepper. to taste. If too
thick, add 1 tablespoon water at a time and whisk to
desired consistency.

To make crab meat: In medium bowl, lightly toss crab
meat with salt until well coated.

To make steaks: Pat steaks dry with paper towels and
season heavily with salt and pepper, to taste. Bring steaks
to room temperature.

Place sous vide immersion circulator in pot of water and
set to 5 F below target doneness.

Place seasoned steaks in sous vide bag or zip-top bag
and cook 2 hours.

Remove bag and remove steaks from bag. Pat steaks dry
with paper towels.

Warm large cast-iron pan over high heat and add oil. Add
steaks, butter, garlic cloves and thyme leaves. After about
1 minute, steaks should start to brown.

Flip steaks and baste with butter until caramelized.
Remove steaks from pan and rest 7-8 minutes.

To assemble: Place asparagus on bottom of plate. Top with
steaks (whole or sliced), crab meat and bearnaise sauce.
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June events

June in Bloom Exhibition slated for June 4-14

CHESTERTOWN — The Riv-
erArts Community Arts Center will
host the June In Bloom Exhibition
on June 4-14

Visitors are invited to step into
the vibrant spirit of early summer

with a celebration of nature’s awak-
ening through at 343 High Street.
The uplifting exhibition captures
the beauty and abundance of the
season — blooming flowers, buzz-
ing bees, ripening fruit, and all the

&

EASTON POLICE DEPARTMENT

SUPPORTING SPECIAL OLY MPICS

YREHRUN

small wonders that make June so
magical.

Whether you’re a nature lover, an
art enthusiast, June in Bloom offers
a refreshing and joyful experience
you won’t want to miss! e

EPD to host leg of Special Olympics Torch Run

EASTON — The Easton Police
Department is scheduled to host
the Talbot County leg of the 2025
Maryland Special Olympics Torch
Run on June 17.

This event has Special Olympics
athletes from around the region
to join up for a walk/run through
Easton to carry the Olympic Torch
through town before it continues

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

across the state.

The event will start in front of the
Police Station at 10 a.m. The walk
normally takes about an hour and
it will end at the Easton Firehouse
at 315 Leonard Rieck Drive.

The public is invited to show their
support by picking up event t-shirts
and hats as all funds go to support-
ing the Special Olympics program.
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Residents and businesses are
urged to line the streets and cheer
on the athletes as they pass by.

For more information about the
event, or if you want to purchase
some gear,or want to get involved,
reach out to Jill Garvey (jgarvey(@
eastonmd.gov) or Sgt. Megan
Coxon (mcoxon@eastonmd.gov).

.'\P
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Annual Blueberry Boogie 5K set for June 21

SUDLERSVILLE — Godftey’s
Farm will host the annual Blueberry
Boogie 5K run/walk on June 21
from 9 am. to 5 p.m,, to benefit
Benedictine School in Ridgely, Md.

This course will take participants

on a scenic route throughout the
farm as well as a scenic country
road.

There will be apple cider donuts,
blueberry scones, fresh fruit, ice
cream, music and more at the fin-

ish line.

For more information, e-mail
info@godfreysfarm.com if you
would like to be a sponsor for this
fun, healthy event for a worthy

cause. >

Stained glass class scheduled for June 3

CAMBRIDGE — The Dotches-
ter Center for the Arts will host a
stained glass class designed for for
beginners and intemediates the be-
gins on June 3 from 4-6 p.m.

This class is intended to introduce
potential hobbyists to what’s in-

volved in the craft of stained glass.
The finished piece will be a 12-by-

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

12-inch Tiffany-style panel using
the copper foil method.

Students will be shown how to
recognize and fix problems with
patterns, how to choose colors that
work well together, and how to use
all the tools that are on hand.

Cutting, grinding, soldering and
final fabrication will be taught in

49

this class. All tools are provided.

If you are experienced in work-
ing with glass and the tools, come
join us!

Participants are urged to not wear
open-toed shoes for safety reasons.

The class will be held at 321 High
Street. For more infoirmation, call
410-228-7782.% >

June 2025 ¢ Shore Home & Garden



Open house series begins on June 14

CAMBRIDGE — The Feder-
alsburg Historical Society will begin
to host a series of open houses on
June 14.

Exeter, located at 408 Old Den-
ton Road, will be featured. It is one
of the oldest remaining structures
in southern Caroline County and

“has been placed on the National
Register of Historic places by the
United States Department of the
Interior circa 1808.” Many of its
early residents were millers who
worked at the grist mill across the
road on the Marshyhope Creek.
The Federalsburg Historical Soci-

ety plans to hold additional Satur-
day open houses on July 12, Aug.
9, and Sept. 13.

Each session will be from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Docents will be available. Ad-

mission is free, but donations are

accepted. ~ >

The Talbot County Free Library
presents

THE TENTH ANNUAL

CHESAPEAKE
CHILDREN"S

BOOK FESTIVAL

Saturday, June 7, 2025

10°". 2¢m

at the Talbot County Free Library
100 W Dover St, Easton, MD 21601

Chesapeake Children’s Book Festival on June 7

EASTON — The 10th annual
Chesapeake Children’s Book Fes-
tival will be held on June 7 at the
Talbot County Free Library.

Shore Home & Garden e June 2025

The festival runs from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Children who sign up for the
Summer Reading Challenge can
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receive a voucher for a free book
of their choice signed by the author
(Up to a $20 value, while supplies
last). =y
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Spring into a Dry & Comfortable

Whether your crawl space is damp and musty or your
HVAC is struggling to keep up, we’'ve got you covered!

Save up to $10,000 with Utility Rebates

Basement Waterproofing Crawl Space Encapsulation

Air Sealing & Insulation Heating & Cooling

Energy Audits E%mé Structural Repair

PERFORMANCE

8625 Brooks Drive, Easton, MD 21601
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JASON’S

COMPUTER SERVICES

YOUR EASTERN SHORE
COMPUTER REPAIR,
COMPUTER SALES

& MANAGED SERVICES

NEW COMPUTERS

APPLE
0 REMOTE SERVICE MACBOOKS,
IMACS & IPADS
@ COMPUTER SERVICE IN STOCK!

BEST OF

EASTERN SHORE SERVICES
CHESAPEAKE 5 & Maintenance
& On-Line Backup
& Data Recovery
& Broken Laptop Screen  TOTAL HOME

& Virus Removal @

~— & computer Upgrades SYSTEMS

)

EALLLLUS TODAY! 9231 CENTREVILLE ROAD Elrr

410.820.9467 | EASTON, MD &3

SCAN THE QR CODE TO GO STRAIGHT TO OUR SITE JICSCOMP.NET




