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You Can't Rely O LUCKWhen tt Comes TolYour Septic System

But you can Rely on the
professionalsiat MR: ROOTER

Residential &

Commercial Service $50 OFF

Lift Pump Replacement
- Septic Tank Cleaning SPRING SPECIAL

(not valid with any other offer) (HG)
- Grease Trap Maintenance
» Drainfield Restoration

- Trenchless Plpe Repair/Lining FREE 2|b

- Storm DrainsfeiCulvents i Can Treatment of
Cleaned i‘h BIO CHOICE’S®

with every purchase of a septic

ngh PreSSU QU@E‘ﬂED@ | tank cleaning ( $65.00 Value)

1$200 OFF

NO DIG

" I Trenchless Pipe Repair.
SPRING SPECIAL

(not valid with any other offer) (HG)

1or
€ |_535-MR-ROOTER

Septic + Sewer - Drain 24-HOUR, 7 DAY A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE!

For info or to schedule an appt., contact marsha@mrrootermdde.com
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What's new out there?

A notable plant debut
at last month’s MANTS
event was the New Age
Pink Flush Syringa (Syringa
vulgaris), as seen on our
cover and to the right. The
plant is a compact lilac
that flowers in pale—pink
tones with that marvelous
lilac scent we all know
and love. It can easily be
container grown and is
mildew-resistant.

(Photo courtesy Star Roses and Plants)

e B 3

Tree trouble?

Trees with a lasting pres-
ence for families can be
considered, well, family.
Unfortunately, as with any
loved one or a beloved
pet, they can get sick, re-
quiringa tough decision.

Start those seeds.

A growing season can test
a gardener in many ways,
but ifyou're starting sceds
indoors when the weather
is still cold, the answers

are prerty casy to get.

1 e
a
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Want to subscribe?

It costs just $25 per year (including postage). Just call
410-822-4025 or e-mail circulation@americanfarm.com.
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MANAGE.OUR LAND!WITH EASTERNISERVIGE
WHEREsSERVICE IS PART OF EVERY SALE!

ALL EQUIPMENT STORED INSIDE IN ONE OF
o THE LARGEST INDOOR SHOWROOMS

| '] - =
SO’ BUMPER TO BUMPER. 7 YEARS DRIVE

TRAIN. THE MOST POPULAR FEATURES
ARE STANDARD WITH SOLIS AND OPTIONAL WITH OUR COMPETITORS.

BIG TEX TRAILERS SCAG LAWN &
RATED THE #1 PROFESSIONA GARDEN EQUIPMENT m
GRADE I DISCOVER WHY SCAG IS
TRAILERS ON S SIMPLY THE BEST

THE MARKET! ~ — COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
UTILITY, LANDSCAPE, ZERO TURNS, WALK BEHIND
DUMP AND TILT TRAILERS MOWERS, DEBRIS EQUIPMENT

We Are The #1 Independent Cub Cadet Dealer On
. The Mid Shore. Factory Authorized Parts & Service

CUB CADET
THE MOST RECOGNIZED NAME IN LAWN
CARE MOWING LAWNS SINCE 1961!

ESE i

EAS’EB” SEB VICE Family owned and operated since 1938
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Add some sparkle to housecleaning

Is there anything better than
coming home to a clean house?

I honestly can't tell you how
happy it makes me to see (and
smell) my house in the immedi-
ate moments after I have cleaned
it from top to bottom.

It has become an increasingly
rare occurrence in recent years, as
I have focused my attention on
spending my spare time with my
children — but as I have focused
my own self growth on finding
ways to live a more simple life,
learning ways to learn more effi-
ciently and more effectively have
made those sparkly clean house
moments much more frequent.

I'll confess, when I first got
married, I had a cleaning service
that came to my house weekly.

Sweet Simplicity

By Kristine George

Looking back to that time —
pre-kids — I kind of chuckle,
thinking at how easy I had it
compared to my current chores,
which now include cleaning up
after two kids, four pets and a
spouse! Now that I have learned
some good life hacks for house

|

cleaning, I actually enjoy doing
it — and really enjoy how lovely
my house is to be in when my
chores are complete!

Whether you were born with a
mop and bucket in your hand or
are a slow learner like me,

I have dedicated this column
to adding some sparkle to your
house — and some simple ways
to do it!

* Create a Simple System
and Schedule: It doesn’t mat-
ter whether you always start
in the kitchen, living room or
bathroom areas, but you need to
have a system and order to your
cleaning. Start at one end of the
house and complete one room at
a time — this will save you from
having to backtrack  (PAGE 38)

Call today to schedule a free consultation.

410-739-6800 / 410-827-9614

www.fahobsonlandscaping.com

LANDSCAPING
N C.

|
Design Build & Maintenance
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= GHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

Power Equipment, Contractor Supply, Rental Equipment, Landscape Material,
Gardening, Lumber, Electrical, Decorative Gravel, Hardware, Plumbing, Mulch/Stone,
Footwear, Propane Filling Station

NEW Scissor Lift available for rent at Choptank Supply.
Please give us a call for details, pricing and availability.

BEHIND EVERY PROJECT IS A

T, ‘7 ) CHOPTANK SUPPLY, INC.

802 Crystal Avenue, Denton, MD 21629
NEW STORE HOURS

Monday thru Friday 410.479.1233 - www.choptanksupply.com o o
6:00AM - 6:00PM LIKE US on Facebook! Delivery Available
NEW WEEKEND HOURS b on Bu'k MU|Ch!
Saturday 7:00AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00AM - 3:00 PM &

RENTAL.
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Be ready to change with the seasons

March is here, and this month we
begin the transition from winter to
spring.

It’s nature’s rejuvenation, it’s
when we start to see our landscapes
begin to come alive with early
blooms, budding trees and the first
signs of the grass beginning to
green-up and grow.

Let’s begin by discussing fertil-
izers, because generally speaking,
the time for the first application of
fertilizer is four to six weeks before
plant growth begins in the spring,
which means now!

To be all they can be, plants
need 17 essential nutrients, most
of which are secondary and trace
nutrients. The three major plant

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

Marehlislth|e|p|erfect time to prune back

trees and shrubs before the growing sea-
son begins.

Ken-Do Attitude

By Ken Morgan

nutrients, nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium, are considered the most
important because of the large
amounts of each element utilized
by plants.

A

Nitrogen is important for foliar
growth, as it is a2 major component
of chlorophyll, the compound by
which plants use the suns energy
to produce sugars from water and
carbon dioxide, also known as pho-
tosynthesis.

Itis also an important component
of amino acids, which are the build-
ing blocks of proteins needed for
plant growth.

Phosphorus is needed for healthy
root systems and flower develop-
ment, and plays a key role in pho-
tosynthesis for the metabolism of
sugars, energy transfer and storage,
cell division and enlargement.

It also increases water use ef-
ficiency, improves the efficiency
of other nutrients, especially ni-
trogen, and contributes to disease
resistance.

It also helps plants cope with cold
temperatures as well as moisture
stress and plant maturity.

Potassium helps with the plants
vigor and overall health, and helps
plants fight against disease.

Potassium regulates leaf transpi-
ration, which is the plants version
of breathing,

It is where water and oxygen in
the plant are released into the air
and carbon dioxide is taken in by
the plant.

Natural organic fertilizers have
a positive effect on soil micro-or-
ganisms and beneficial earthworms,
which improves soil structure and
aeration.

Natural organics break down
gradually, depending on the amount
of moisture, temperatures and mi-
crobial activity in the soil.

The nutrients in or- (PAGE 24)
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What's under —_
your roof?

Not all insulations are created equal!

“The first alternative in

alternative energy... is i
simply using less” Spray in place
| oam polyurethane
. \ F orks foam insulation.
Eco-Friendly:
Advantages to open and Retrofit your existing attic
closed cell spray foam: and crawl space to save on

energy costs!
° Energy efficient homes

° A reduction of heating and air
conditioning tonnage

* Draft free environment [T
° Quiet homes i T
° Dust free

° Improved indoor air quality

* Comfort throughout the home

Residential & Commercial
Additions, New Homes,
Pole Barns, & Attics.

If you can build it, we can insulate it!

For Free Estimates Contact
Ron 410-924-4819

www.foamworksllc.com MHIC#126344

LCocally’Owned'& Al Gl AL op Ll
Operated'forloveri0lyears f A :
e RidgelyIMD’21660
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Indoor plants add so much beauty
in a home, but they also do an
amazing job of cleaning the air
we breathe, making your home
healthier, and can improve your
mental health.

Choosing the right plant depends
on the amount of sunlight that
comes into the room that will host
the plants. Low light is available in
a room that faces north or north-
east, where early morning sunshine
can brighten a room for just a few
moments.

There are a lot of tropical plants
that thrive in low light conditions

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

By Ginny Rosenkranz

because in the tropics, they grew
under the shade of large trees.

They also need a bit less watering
as they are slower growers.

10

Philodendron have glossy
heart shaped leaves that cling
to the green vines. They have
small, dark green leaves and
can grow 8-10 feet long.

(Photos by Ginny Rosenkranz)

Plants like the Cast Iron plants,
many tropical ferns, vining plants
like Philodendrons and Pothos,
stately miniature Parlor Palms,
broad leafed Prayer Plants and arch-
ing Spider plants and many more.

With the exception of the Spider
plants, most of the low light lov-
ing plants only produce beautiful
foliage.

The Cast Iron plant has dark
glossy green, narrow long upright
leaves, and as its name implies, is
very easy to take care of. It thrives in
low light and does best with water-
ing every other week.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



Plants can start out small and
slowly grow 2-3 feet tall and 1-2
feet wide.

Boston Fern can start out small
and grow 8-12 inches tall and wide.
They are very ancient plants, living
on earth before plants made seeds,
but they make wonderful house
plants. Their arching fronds provide
a woodland feeling, and they are
one of the top 10 house plants that
provide clean air by removing both
formaldehyde and xylene.

Vining plants can be grown in
hanging baskets or even trained
to grow up a small trellis, but
they need to be trimmed back at
least once a year to encourage new
healthy leaves. Both Philodendron
and Pothos have glossy heart shaped
leaves that cling to the green vines.

Philodendron has small, dark
green leaves and can grow 8-10
feet long while Pothos has larger
leaves that are green with variegated
creamy white or yellow and their
vines can grow 20-40 feet long.

Pothos also removes formalde-
hyde from the air. Parlor Palms has
graceful arching fronds that bring
thoughts of sunny beaches inside
the home.

They can be kept small by leaving
them in small containers, or repot
them every few years to allow them
to grow to 4 feet tall and 2 foot
wide.

The Prayer Plants come in many
shades of green but are often found
with green foliage accented with
reds and yellows. New varieties have
an outer band of dark green with
the center in shades of pink or red.

Prayer Plants leaves can grow 12
inches long in an oval shape and
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can grow from 6-36 inches tall and
6-24 inches wide depending on the
cultivar.

They prefer humid air but will
live in dryer air and even thrive in
air conditioning.

The colorful leaves will rise up-
wards as night approaches, and fold
downwards in the morning, like
praying hands. Spider plants have
gracefully arching long thin leaves
that are medium green and some
have a band of white in the middle.

They need a bit more sunlight
because they produce charming
tiny white flower at the tips of green
arching stems. If the flowers are not
pollenated, they will drop off and
new foliage will grow, creating a
waterfall effect.

Plants can grow 8-24 inches tall
and up to 36 inches wide.

The Spider Plant is also excellent
in cleaning carbon monoxide and
filtering other harmful impurities
like formaldehyde, xylene and tolu-
ene. There are different varieties,
one that is solid green, others have
white margins, and then there is
‘Bonnie’, a compact form with curl-
ing leaves, perfect for smaller areas.

Medium light house plants are
often those that bloom, and need
the extra sunlight to support the
flowers, while others are plants
that have colorful foliage, and need
the extra light because they have
less chlorophyl, the substance that
makes plants green.

Medium light can be found from
an east to south-east window or a
window with light filtering curtains.

Some of the medium light sensi-
tive plants include African Violets,
Christmas Cactus, Peace Lily, Moth
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Orchid, followed by colorful foliage
plants like Caladiums, Dracaenas,
and Tradescantia.

African Violets come in three
sizes, large, standard and miniature,
but all have soft velvety leaves that
form a beautiful rosette. The origi-
nal plants only had purple flowers,
but plant lovers tend to love not
only the traditional colors but thrive
on new or unusual colors.

Now it is possible to find flowers
in white, pink, blue, lavender, vio-
let, maroon and deep purple. Flow-
ers can also be found with single
blossoms, semi-double, double,
ruffled, star or wasp shaped.

Leaf shape can also vary from
round to heart shaped or oval and
the leaf color can be bright green,
deep green, silvery green or green
with creamy white edges.

Because of the velvety texture of
the leaves, African Violets to be set
on a light bed of pebbles or gravel
then watered from the bottom up,
so the plants don’t sit on the water,
they sit above it.

All house plants should have
their foliage cleaned with a soft
moist cloth except for the African
Violet which needs to be cleaned
with a clean dry artist paint brush.
Christmas Cactus are formed from
leaves that link together and create
an arching form.

They like their soils to be moist
but not wet, and need less water
in the winter months. Apply fer-
tilizer lightly during the summer,
and move the plants into a room
that will not receive any extra light
but the sun in October in order
to encourage them to bloom from
Thanksgiving to Christmas.
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Prayer Plants come in many shades of
green but are often found with green
foliage accented with reds and yellows.

The flowers come in almost pure
white, the lightest pink to dark
pink, purple and deep red, with
bicolor of pink, purple or red with
white. Peace Lily are not true lilies,
but have the bright white flowers
that glow against the dark rich green
of the foliage.

The plants like to be lightly wa-
tered and do better a bit on the
dry side. They also grow better
in smaller pots rather than being

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

transplanted to larger containers.

With 40 different varieties, they
can grow from 1 foot up to 8 feet,
and are able to clean the air of am-
monia, benzene, formaldehyde,
trichloroethylene and xylene.

Moth orchids are the easiest of
orchids to grow, needing bright in-
direct light and having aerial roots
that wrap around tree trunks and
branches rather than roots that need
to grow in the soil.

12

Plants are usually sold planted
into a container filled with bark
chips with some of the aerial roots
in the bark for stability and the
rest of the aerial root over top of
the bark.

Watering Moth orchids once a
week can be done as a drench with
warm water over the roots and bark,
then letting the container drain
before putting the container back
on its saucer.

The other way is to add one, two
or three ice cubes on top of the bark
— not touching the aerial roots.
The ice cubes take time to melt and
are absorbed by the bark to share
with the aerial roots.

The roots should change from
silver white to pale green when they
are well taken care of. Moth orchids
are usually purchased when in
bloom which is a good idea because
if watered correctly, the flowers
will bloom for up to a month and
sometimes longer.

The old flower spikes should not
be trimmed off right away as the
orchid often forms new flowering
branches along the old flower spike.
If no new flower spikes emerge, trim
the old flower spike back to about a
half-inch above the second node or
swelling along the spike above the
foliage to encourage new flowers in
a few months.

Caladiums are often grown out-
side in the heat of summer, but they
can also be grown indoors. Plants
start from a tuberous corm which
produces either heart shaped leaves
that grow 12-30 inches tall or lance
shaped, ruffle-edged leaves that
grow only 12 inches tall.

The leaves can be white with a
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green border, white with green veins
or white with red veins. They can
also be white over green with pink
spots, or bright pink with red veins
or even red with white veins.

As corms, they will eventually
need to rest, and the leaves will dry
up. Let them dry and leave them
until the new growth begins before
watering them again.

Dracaenas are grown for their
beautiful sword shaped foliage
rather than their flowers, but for the
foliage to be so bright, the plants
need medium light to thrive and
grow into small trees.

Dracaena ‘Lemon Lime’ new foli-
age is dark green edged with bright
lime and stripped with pale green,
while the Dragon Tree grows to a
height of 6 feet with thin dark green
leaves bordered by dark red while
the Tricolor grows the same but
the thin leaves are green boarder by
white and then red. ‘Florida Beauty’
is often called the Gold Dust plant,
growing only 2 feet tall, it has broad
dark green leaves spotted with
cream yellow.

The Corn Plant is a Dracaena
that can have all green or green
with bright yellow bands and grows
about 6 feet tall, looking very simi-
lar to corn grown in the field.

Tradescantia is often called the
zebra plant due to the stripped
purple and green striped leaves. It
grows like a ground cover, rising
6-12 inches tall then cascading
downwards.

Plants can be trimmed to encour-
age new, brightly colored foliage.
Some varieties have smaller leaves
and are pinker than dark purple.

Plants prefer to grow in moist but

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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Sansevieria is a thick-leafed plant
with very dark green and green bars
across the leaves.

well drained soils.

There are some beautiful bloom-
ing house plants that can enjoy di-
rect sunlight. Among them include
Alocasia, Sansevieria, Jade Plants,
Kalanchoe and Haworthia. Alocasia
has large heart shaped leaves that
are dark green, and some match the
dark green leaf with silver veins that
change the leaf into a mask.

‘African Mask’ is a clump forming
rhizome that produces beautiful
leaves from the rhizome, which is
a type of root.

The plants grow 1-2 feet tall with
the leaves almost the same size at the
top of each stem.

A second Alocasia is called El-
ephants ear that grows 2-4 feet
tall with 2-3 foot leaves that are all
green with lighter green veins and
a ruffled edge.

Sansevieria is also called Snake
plant and Mother-In-Law’s Tongue
is a thick leafed plant, very dark
green with green bars across the
leaves, with a strong upright form
rising in a clump about 1-3 feet with
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a thin width of 2-3 inches.

It is very hardy and very drought
tolerant, so first time plant lovers
will be forgiven if they forget to
water the plants once a week.

There are a number of different
varieties including Ghost which has
a silver green color and Sansevieria
Gold Dust which has the dark green
in the center and golden yellow
framing. Jade plants are long living
dark green plants that grow about
2 inches each year.

They are called succulents because
like a lot of desert plants they need
full sun and can hold a lot of water
within their leaves and stems to live
through severer droughts.

Asahouse plant the Jade can grow
3-6 feet tall, while Jade plants grown
outside can reach 10 feet tall. An-
other succulent is the Haworthia, a
group of small, slow growing succu-
lents that all grow from a rosette of
fleshy leaves about 1-2 inches long.

Some of the names include zebra
cactus, pearl, star widow, cushion
aloe, and all have slightly different
shaped leaves.

They thrive in full sun, take up
very little space and are very forgiv-
ing if not watered every week.

House plants give us so much
more that being a pretty plant, they
can help our mental attitude, they
can clean the air we breath and, yes,
they are very lovely and add beauti-
ful artistic forms to our homes.

But many of these beautiful house
plants can be dangerous if nibbled
by our pets or children, and should
be kept up out of their reach.™ >

(Editors Note: Ginny Rosenkranz, is
a commercial horticulture specialist with

the University of Maryland Extension.)
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What Does '

Do for You?

You don't need luck to

save for your family.

Are you saving enough for your family?
Events such as tuition, vacations, a
different home, a car, or retirement are
goals that most everyone has. If you
think you may be falling short, talk to
us. From traditional IRAs to CDs and
other deposit products, Queenstown
Bank can provide a variety of ways

you can save money to achieve your
dream.

UEENSTOWN
—— BANK——

(410) 827-8881
www.QueenstownBank.com

Member

.
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Break Away To Your Perfect Getaway!

B UCKE T LISTER TRAVELS

.. LINDSAY LISTER - INDEPENDENT TRAVEL AGENT
| 443.786.5335 | EASTON, MD
| LINZYBLISTER@GMAIL.COM | LINDSAYLISTER. INTELETRAVEL COM
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EASTERN BAY

LAND & SHORE MANAGEMENT
Brooks Andrews - 443-786-0416

Licensed & Insured
- MHIC#142820
M?rine Contractor
License #268(1)

« New Installation RipRap
e RipRap Repair

e Living Shoreline

o New Pier Installation

o Refurbished Piers
e Bulkheading
e Design - Landscape - Hardscape

hore Fine Creations, LL.C}|
B4 FURNITURE AND HOME DECOR TRANSFORMATION |
. 2 EASTON; MARYLAND

Your Furniture Make-over Destination

e

z F;urniture Revitalization i g):. g
Cleaning and Repairs Antiques - Vintage - AI’ tisans
Refinishing . .
Gold Leat FrameRepais Fun Stuff - Fanstastic Finds
= Paillt:‘(ig‘;;:i:':‘lhliflislles == OVER 40 VENDORS FOR
YOUR ENJOYMENT

Delivery Quotes Available
Maryland Licensed-and Insured

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10 AM - 4 PM
125 Kemp Ln. - Easton - 410.936.7400
SPACES AVAILABLE FOR RENT
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Cabinets, Granite/Quartz Countertops, Ceramic Tile, Carpet, Hardwood & Laminate,

Doors, Windows & Window Treatments, and All Things Home Interior!

BEST BUY ‘ja@x
Swpply Tec.  viarsin

Yourn Best Buy for Fome Jutercorns BUSSMI}I\Q;: SR

THE oNLY KroftMaid pEALER ON MARYLAND’S EASTERN SHORE

VANTAGE

Featuring all the innovative accessories, smart storage, and styles & finishes
you need to build your dream kitchen today.

| o il 4 ‘\P___
410 228 3800 e BestBuySuppIyInc com

(=)= ~® 3001 Ocean Gateway, Cambridge, MD 21613 LICENSE #23572
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MANTS offers annual neak peeks

Story, photos by Kathy Jentz

L ooking out my home office

window, there is still a layer of
crusty snow on the ground — but
I know spring will be here soon!.

It might look quiet at your lo-
cal garden centers and nurseries
at this time of year, but they are
busy spending the winter months
preparing for the growing season
ahead by ordering new products,
gathering inspiration, and collect-
ing knowledge.

Many of them were attending
the Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade
Show, known in the industry as
MANTS.

This year’s event was held in Bal-
timore on Jan. 8-10.

I'attend MANTS each year as a
garden communicator and I get
an early look at the new offerings
that may be for sale this year at a
local garden center near you.

I’m craving getting out in my
garden again and made a beeline
for anything in bloom at the
trade show, so let me start with
the new plants I learned about at
the event.

The biggest plant debut at the
show was the Hydrangea ar-
borescens FlowerFull Smooth
Hydrangea from First Editions
Collection/Bailey Nurseries.

What makes this plant unique
is that it is truly a flower-making
machine with two- to three- times
more blooms than other smooth
hydrangeas!

It is also more compact than

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025
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FlowerFull Smooth Hydrangea from First Editions Collection/Bailey Nurseries
is billed as a flower-making machine with two- to three- times more blooms
than other smooth hydrangeas.

“Annabelle” and the stems are under the weight of those big
sturdy so the flowers won’t flop blooms.
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Star Roses and Plants had sev-
eral introductions.

The one that really caught my
eye was the New Age Pink Flush
Syringa (Syringa vulgaris).

This is a compact lilac that flow-
ers in pale-pink tones with that
marvelous lilac scent we all know
and love. It can easily be container
grown and is mildew-resistant.

How about a Foxglove that is
truly perennial? Darwin Peren-
nials showed a new addition to
its Arctic Fox line called ‘LLemon
Cream.

It is a pale-yellow as you’d ex-
pect from that name and is hardy
from zones 5 to 9.

The Digitalis hybrid is a terrific
choice for a pollinator garden as
it attracts bees, butterflies, and
hummingbirds.

It also flowers all season long
unlike most perennials that bloom
for just a few weeks each year.

Among the new products I saw
was Forest Gold from PindStrup.

Basically, it is a wood fiber that
can be used in gardening similarly
to peat moss and other soil addi-
tives.

It is Certified Organic and sus-
tainably sourced.

The wood fiber can be mixed in
with other soils to lighten and add
aeration for plant roots as well as
holding in moisture.

Another soil additive I was fas-
cinated by was GeoGo Xtreme
Bokashoi Compost.

It is an aged and blended com-
post, enhanced with select, rip-
ened ingredients, such as micro-
biology, beer water, biochar, rock
dust, manure, and molasses.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

‘Lemon Cream’ foxglove from Darwin Perennials flowers all season long un-
like most perennials that bloom for just a few weeks each year.

According to the GeoGo prod-
uct sheet, “These ingredients as-
sist in providing plants the ability
to uptake and process nutrients
from the organic matter within
the soil thus allowing the plant to
thrive and to better defend itself
from disease.”

To learn more about it and the
studies that prove its effectiveness
in growing plants, go to https://
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geogosoils.com/.

On the houseplant side of
things, I was intrigued by the
ECO Green Plant Wash. It cleans,
shines, and supports plant health,
all in one step — without the need
for wiping.

It is enzyme-based, so unlike
oil-based products, ECO Green
avoids the harmful coating of
leaves, roots, and soil, which can
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Organic Mechanics’ 2nd Sand is a ground glass horticultural sand that comes from bottles collected around the city
of Philadelphia and re-used. Enzyme-based ECO Green Plant Wash, inset, avoids the problem of getting sticky oils on
your clothing and furniture when you spray it on your houseplants.

disrupt plants’ natural ability to
thrive. It also avoids the problem
of getting sticky oils on your
clothing and furniture when you
spray it on your houseplants.

One that caught my eye was a
ground recycled glass from Oz-
ganic Mechanics.

This product can be used as a
soil top dressing on houseplants
or outdoors. It can be used in

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

crafts and terrariums.

What I especially like is that
it comes from bottles collected
around the city of Philadelphia
and immediately puts them to
re-use.

Visiting the displays at MANTS
always leaves me ready and re-
charged for the coming growing
season.

I look forward to trying out

20

these new plants and products in
my own garden and hope you will
add a few to yours as well! "y

(Editors note: Kathy Jentz hosts the
GardenDC Podcast and is the Editor/
Publisher of Washington Gardener
Magazine. She is the co-author of
“The Urban Garden: 101 Ways to
Grow Food and Beauty in the City”
and author of “Groundcover Revolu-
tion.”.)
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We specialize in Custom-built Pools and Spas, Renovating and
Creating Beautiful Outdoor Living Spaces!

A Local ozmz’ly Owned _ ,_ Oﬁmng Pool pm |

and Operated Company
[m] 75 [w]
i L]

.

527 R
Easton, MD wck 026 443-786-1464

Schedule Now for 2025 Installation.
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HUMIDIFIERS - PROGRAMMABLE THERMOSTATS - AIR CLEANERS

< £~ FACTORY "+,

| AUTHORIZED

REFRIGERATION ¢ HEATING G
" AIR CONDITIONING, INC. / C Carrier

Lic # MD MASTER 01-4795

‘7““-_._____________./!
Turn to the experts

\‘\N‘““:\“G‘E Steele Dilling (owner) has been
A\IN\-AB\-

) icing the Eastern Shore f
$egsl:‘315°\(‘f‘wh ot Serv;c;r;gear:a:j cec::ntinog"!e = Now HIRING

pPaym
QUhen experience matters Installers & Service Techs
— call Steele Call now or email resume

$25 OFF

I
I
ANY SERVICE CALL :
I
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UNIT BROKE?

Get FREE 2nd Opinion

$1.000 OFF

1
1
1 INSTALLATION OF NEW SYSTEM
1
1

$300 OFF

|
1
DUCTLESS SYSTEM :
I

Call for details!
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 3/31/25

Must be presented at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 3/31/25

Call now for details.
Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 3/31/25

sales@ steeleshvac.com WWW.STEELESHVAC.COM 410-643-0005 / 410-479-5560

&f:' ﬁ
“ i 7 - / ey
Sara 2024

Cgfxzc/zcmm &5l oomd

Spring is Coming!
We have gift baskets
for every occasion.

GRANDFATHER .«
CLOCK REPAIR

We also fix wﬁ & mantel clocks

Grandfather
Wall « Mantel
Antique * Modern
Battery

FRUITS,
SNACKS OR
JUST FOR
PAMPERING
THAT SPECIAL
SOMEONE.

Professional Service

Worth The Drive
One Year Warranty

1251 W. Central Ave. Suite G-3
Davidsonville, MD 21035

301.262.5300 - 410.798.6380

21269 DOVER BRIDGE RD Preston, MD, 21655
(443) 477-2833

enchantedblooms4@gmail.com
www.enchantedblooms4u.net

www.marylandclockco.com
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(FROM PAGE 8)

ganic fertilizers become available
over an extended period of time,
which helps in preventing fertilizer
run-off.

This keeps your plants healthy
and green and the Chesapeake Bay
clean!

We recommend and sale only the
tone Espoma products.

They are 100-percent natural and
organic approved.

They are safe for people, pets and
the environment.

All products in the Tone Family
are enhanced with Bio-tone ben-
eficial microbes, plus Mycorrhizae,
which helps plants establish fast,
develop deeper roots, and have
superior blooms.

All Espoma products are made in
a state-of-the-art manufacturing fa-

a new and unique retail experience featuring fine
housewares, furnishings, apparel and local art [=]?
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cility, which guarantees consistency,
and quality, while using only the
finest natural and organic ingredi-
ents, never are any sludges or fillers
ever used.

Itis a good idea to consider spray-
ing all deciduous trees and shrubs
with a dormant spray mixture.

Pick a day in which air tempera-
tures will remain above 40 degrees
for a 24-hour period. Be sure to use
a sprayer that has not been used for
killing weeds, as the any residuals
could damage your plants.

Mix together in the sprayer one
ounce of both horticultural oil and
one ounce of liquid copper to a
gallon of water.

Spray the trees and shrubs until
you see dripping off the branches.

This is very important to do this
for Crape Myrtles, since the scale
problems on these plants was very
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wide-spread last year.

March is the perfect time to prune
back trees and shrubs before the
growing season begins.

Remember do not prune spring
flowering shrubs as you will cut off
the flowers!

Most flowering plants need to
be pruned after they are finished
blooming for the season.

Never prune more than one-third
of the total plant mass, and prune
away any branches that are growing
inward, are week or diseased, and
anything growing below 10 and 2
o’clock, because they are more eas-
ily broken in the wind.

If you have questions about
pruning come by and we will help
you. ~>

(Editor’s Note: Ken Morgan is the
owner of Robin’s Nest Floral and Garden
Center in Easton, Md.)
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Story by Sean Clougherty

tree adds a lot to a landscape. It

makes shade, a haven for birds

and wildlife, and they clean the
air.

For some people who grew up
in one place or planted a tree upon
arriving to a new place, a long-
living tree in some ways becomes
part of the family.

It’s there for all the milestones
and celebrations. It’s a refuge, a
hideout, a family photo backdrop,
a home base, a jungle gym.

But it also ages with us and at

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

Reqarding trees
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some point, parting with a be-
loved tree becomes unavoidable.

“In the end it’s a living being.
They are impacted by weather
and age and all sorts of things,”
said Lou Meyer, arborist at Davey
Tree.

Part of their stately nature,
trees have a long reaction cycle to
weather patterns, so when weather
varies greatly year to year, the like-
lihood of stress goes up.

Variable weather patterns can
stress trees.

Trending warmer temperatures
earlier in the year put the trees at
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risk if they spend energy to leaf
out only to get zapped with a hard
freeze.

“That takes a tremendous
amount of storage,” Meyer said.
“Trees don’t follow the Gregorian
calendar. When it’s 60 degrees
outside, that sends a signal.”

As someone who is around trees
daily, Meyer said he appreciates
the strong attachment people can
have with one.

“I’ve seen people get emotional
aboutit,” he said. “I’ve had people
cry about trees. I’ve had our ar-
borists cry about trees.”

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



He recalled one family in Pasa-
dena, Md., that calls him annually
to check on their “Grandmother
Tree,” a revered silver maple in
their backyard.

“The fact that they take the time
to differentiate that tree from all
the others is really cool,” he said.

The obvious cases are often
easiest to accept, he said.

A dead tree near the house
ot other structure should be
addressed before it becomes a
disastet.

Even a living tree could pose a
threat.

“It may be green and living but
if there’s a target underneath it,
it may be time to go,” Meyer said.

A tree that’s leaning too far is
one indicator, a large cavity invit-
ing decay is another.

We Have It All - With Frlendly and

Knowledgeable Staff

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

Conversely, in some cases, a
tree can fail the eye test, looking
like it’s in rough shape but still be
healthy enough to stick around.

Anthracnose in sycamores, for
instance, can disfigure foliage
but is rarely fatal in this region,
he said.

In those and other cases, bring-
ing in a certified arborist to
inspect a tree’s health can make
what might seem like a tough
decision easier to make.

Many offer free inspections
which allows homeowners to
make a plan for care or removal.

Meyer said one of the goals
for a keeping a healthy tree is
maintaining its crown, so some
thinning of dead limbs or limbs
that lay or rub against another
limb may be in order if a tree is

saveable.

If it is time for a tree to go,
people can take comfort in it be-
ing recycled, either into mulch,
lumber or firewood or even lay-
ing on a forest floor to decay and
feed the soil and provide wildlife
habitat.

Leaving a good portion of the
trunk standing — 15 or 20 feet
isn’t too much — is another way
for the tree to have a presence and
purpose in housing wildlife, from
owls to invertebrates.

For sizable trees or those with
much sentimental value, Meyer
said it’s not unusual for landown-
ers to turn the truck into art as a
carved statue or use the lumber to
make furniture.

“I’ve seen some neat ones,” he

said. "~

t ORGANIC & NATURAL
\

T SERLANTS, FLOWERS u:snms-
: ""SSIE"-L(D'"MN 6.
& KELP g
nﬂ \QN RELEASE NITROGEN

13612 First Street * Queen Anne, MD
www.talbotagsupply.com
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SMARTECH ELECTRICAL

All Your Electrical Needs

il
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facebook K1

Licensed & Insured

Smartech Electrical is a full service electrical and generator contractor serving
residential, agricultural and light commercial customers on the Eastern Shore of

Maryland and beyond. Our vision is to help people understand the full benefits of
future electric and all that is available today.

Call Us at 443-282-0176 for all your Electrical & Generator needs.
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MAGULIAS

A Robert Harling Play

March 14-30, 2025 Fridays &
Church Hill Theatre , U‘UQCH Hi Y Saturdays
| NacalRe | 4’ | at 7:30PM

e Sundays

at 2:00PM

Directed by
NC . MILHAH
OORE

Adults $25 .
Members $20 | . i : Church Hill
Students $15 3 Theatre

103 Walnut St,
Tickets & Information — : Church Hill, MD

at www.churchhilltheatre.org § ' , i (410) 556-6003

Originally produced by the W.P A, Theatre, New York City,
1987, (Kyle Renick, Artistic Director)

STEEL MAGNOLIAS is presented by special arrangement with
Broadway Licensing, LLC, servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection. (www.dramatists.com)

Advertising provided by CJ;}_[T m M SAc

Foam Works, LLC TH!ATRE N e Ty |
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(2,4, 6, & 8Yard)

Jorxchester & Queen AAnne’s

* Free Delivery *

A Local Family Business

info@talbotwaste.com
410-829-8644

How do you ‘like’ us now?

Have you hadia chance;to;checkioutiour; new; Facebook:
page? ... Thissitepromises;tojofferymore;interaction;foryour.
readers — bothiwith our editors;and|staff; and\withieach
other. Postjyour;photosjandiideas;thatyoudilike;to share,
and enjoy; highlights ofithayymonth’s issue offShore Home, &

Garden Magazine. Visitjus athteps:/syww:facebook.com/

ShoreHomeGardenMagazine, and, “like? us;today!,

AV ON

Looking for an Avon Lady?
Contact me for a brochure or to place an order. | deliver!

Barbara Thomas
Independent Avon Representative

Skincare Makeup Bath & Body Jewelry Fragrances
Skin So Soft and Bug Guard Products

Barbara Thomas (443) 786-6067
www.youravon.com/ baysidebarb

IN STOCK

Encore Azaleas, Knock Out
Roses, Endless Summer
Hydrangia, Drift Roses

Caslern Skore

Nurseriesdnc.

NOW AVAILABLE
Dyed Mulch & Landscape
Design Services n

osmerra 110,69 1300

96 yearg in buginegs over 30,000 plants in stock

P
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Kevin Lomax

Painting Contractor

Interior

Exterior Cell:  410-924-6122
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TORO FERRIS STIHL STIHL HANDHELD

3 T

Serving Maryland’s Eastern Shore for over 50 years.
A NPCA Certified Precast Plant.

PRE CAST
« Septic Tanks
* Pump Tanks
* Holding Tanks
+ Grease Traps

Norweco Wastewater
Treatment Systems & Service 26425 Hobbs Rd. | Denton, MD

www.towersconcrete.com

- . . 1-800-773-9128 - 410-479-0914 - Denton, MD
Visit our website for a complete list

of products & services. ﬁ Hours: Monday - Friday 6 am - 5 pm.
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Christy Little of A Little Farm and Nursery in Stevensville, said she enjoys the control and creativity starting seeds of-

fers in going beyond the traditional and most popular varieties.

®

(Photo by Sean Clougherty)

Starting seeds indoors may be answer

Story by Sean Clougherty

growing season can test

a gardener in many ways,

but if you’re starting seeds

indoors when the weather is still

cold, the answers are pretty easy
to get.

According to local Master Gar-

deners, the first rule of seed starting

is: Follow the recommendations on

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

the back of the seed packet.

“It’ll tell you all the fun stuff
that you need to know how to
grow,” said Christy Little, owner
of A Little Farm and Nursery in
Stevensville.

While the front of the packet has
a gorgeous picture of the flower or
fruit you’re about to grow, the back
has the nuts and bolts you need to
do it right. Seeding depth, growing
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time before planting, soil and air
temperature are a few of the key
points.

“The back of the seed packet is
so instructive,” said Queen Anne’s
County Master Gardener Susan
Edwards of Centreville, who grows
vegetables and cut flowers and has
been starting her own seeds for a
decade. “They give it right to you
and sometimes we don’t do it.”

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



Edwards said starting her own
seeds takes a lot of planning and
organization, but also allows her
to be creative in choosing varieties
that are outside the ordinary fare of
a garden center’s lineup.

“I like to plan and you’re allowed
to constantly try new things,” Ed-
wards said. “You also know what’s
going in your body.”

Timing is a big part of the plan.
Little recommends looking ahead
to the time you want to transplant
out doors and work back from that
for a starting date, using the seed
packet information.

“Alot of people will decide based
on frost date,” Little said.

The next necessary things are
sources of heat and light. Heat
mats under trays of planted seeds
and lights over top are common for
perennial self-starters like Edwards.
Cost of both, especially lighting
with the advancement of LEDs,
has come down to a more reason-
able level, she added. She and Little
also utilize a heated greenhouse for
some plants, but said the low-tech
option of a sunny windowsill can
work, too. Just remember to rotate
the tray or pots for even exposure.

Meeting light requirements keeps
plants from getting “leggy” or
growing too tall and stretching out
in search of more light. Tomatoes
for example, need 12 hours of light
a day. LED lighting also has a wider
range of height it over the seedlings
as opposed to fluorescent lighting,
giving more flexibility, Edwards
said.

Little and Edwards advocate reus-
ing trays and pots but only after a
good washing with soap and water

www.shorehomeandgarden.com
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Starting seeds at home as winter weather winds down can scratch the gar-

dening itch and help growers get a jump on outdoor planting.

or mild bleach solution to nullify
any residual disease that may have
lingered from last year.

Tammy Sons, owner of TN Nurs-
ery in Tennessee, recommends a
light seed-starting mix that drains
well and creates a good medium
for roots development. Seed trays
or pots also need adequate drainage.

The environment should remain
stable between 65-75°F while soil
moisture levels stay even without
reaching waterlogged conditions,
Sons added.

Fertility and water — the right
amounts of both — are important
to keep plants healthy and hardy
once they’ve sprouted. As the plants
grow, consider “potting up” into
a larger container to foster more
growth and root production before
planting outside.

“They’ll tend to use up all the
fertilizer in that soil so transplanting
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(Photo courtesy Rachel Rhodes)

and fertility are important as you
pot up,” Little said.

Plants like a little test of their
own, too. To get them ready for
outdoor living, they need to be
taken outside for a few hours in
the days leading up to transplanting.
Edwards and Little also run a fan
over plants or routinely brush over
them gently with their hand to get
them ready.

“It toughens up the stalks and the
roots are more robust when they
have that movement,” Little said.

Little also recommends planting
a few more seeds than you plan to
actually plan to plant. Not all will
turn out the best and it will give
you a better chance at a good crop.
The flip side of that coin, however,
is resisting the urge to plant every
green stem that grows.

“It’s OK to let some go,” Little
said. =y
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Northern cardinal a common early-spring visitor

Backyard Birds

By Suzette Stitely
(Editor’s note: Suzette Stitely is a mem-
ber of the Talbot Bird Club and travels
extensively for birdwatching.)
w barren backyard this winter,
one bird stands out amongst

all the rest - the Northern cardinal.
The Northern Cardinal is a large
bird with a jaunty crest, long tail

and a red bill.
The species is sexually dichro-

hen you gaze out into your

matic with the male being entirely
a stunning red color with a black
face and the female is 2 more sub-
dued brown-gray overall with red
on the wings and tail.

Their red plumage color results
from carotenoid pigments ob-
tained from the diet during molt.
Studies have found that redder
males (and females with more red
in underwing) have larger territo-
ries with more food choices and
have greater reproductive success.

A larger black face mask has been
linked with aggressive behavior in
some populations.

So the next time a male Northern

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

The Northern Cardinal female fea-
tures a more subdued brown-gray
color overall with red on the wings
and tail..

(Photo by Suzette Stitely)

cardinal wakes you up repeatedly
in the spring by pecking loudly on
your window, notice how red his
pigment is and how large and black
his face mask.

You’ll frequently see Northern
cardinals together in winter as they
are one of our first nesters in the
spring,

Courtship displays begin in Feb-
ruary on the Mid-Shore and nest
building begins in March.

They prefer to place their nest in
thick tangles of vines and it’s built
by the female bird.

34

One to five eggs are usually laid,
but sadly Northern Cardinals suffer
from very high rates of nest failure.

Mostly this is due to predation
by snakes and by nest parasitism by
Brown-headed cowbirds which will
actively remove cardinal eggs and
lay their own in the nest.

Cardinal nestlings are fed mostly
insects and fledge at around ten
days.

While banding studies have found
long-lived birds (a 15-year old fe-
male and a 13-year-old male), most
Northern cardinals are fortunate if
they live three years.

So as our cold winter days turn
longer and warmer, listen for both
male and female

Northern cardinals singing their
sweet song of “what cheer, what
cheer.”

It'll remind you that spring is just
around the corner.

Learn more about birds, including
the Northern cardinal, by joining
the Talbot Bird Club.

The Talbot Bird Club offers local
birding trips weekly and welcomes
anyone who has an interest in birds,
whether a novice or experienced
ornithologist, and whether you
enjoy watching birds at your feeder
or traveling throughout the world.

Our members learn from one an-
other and are willing to share their
knowledge.

The Talbot Bird Club is part of
the Maryland Ornithological Soci-
ety and also has a Facebook page.

=
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g wﬂMowferay Farms Flower Shack+"

.\ ~ Opening April 5th
b and packed with
fresh bouquets arrangements%lants

«hFRESH BOUQUETS'
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Wash away WINTER GRIME!
Schedule your SPRING CLEANING today!

CLEANING SERVICE

Reliable & Flexible ® Locally Owned & Operated * Background-Checked
Security Cleared * FREE ESTIMATES ¢ Excellent Customer Service

4710.251.2838

Tidewatercleaningservice.com
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No job too big or too small
call today for a FREE
consultation and estimate.

WWW.ROBINSNESTFLORAL.COM

ORDERS FOR FRESH FLOWERS OR DELIVERIES. NOT VALID ON HOUSE ACCOUNT. VALID WITH CASH, CREDIT,
CHECK. MHIC 3132241

Winter Hours:
Monday-Friday 8-5:30,
Saturday 8-4,
Sunday CLOSED

Eastern Shore Sea Glass
& Coastal Arts Festival

AT THE CHESAPEAKE BAY MARITIME MUSEUM

Saturday, April 12
10am-5pm

Sunday, April 13
10am—4pm

213 N. Talbot Street
St. Michaels, MD

SCAN HERE
FORINFO
& TICKETS

(it I- ;
New this year: Buy VIP tickets & CBMM festival season passes
cbmm.org/SeaGlassFestival

WE BUY BOATS
We often purchase boats directly from
our customers for an even easier
experience. Whether it’s turnkey or
needs some TLC, we will evaluate your
options for an effortless transcation!

WHISTLE Serving Maryland

YACHT SERVICES and Delaware

Call/Text: 410.570.9150 | ryan@whistleys.com

Visit us at www.whistleys.com for more information
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CAROLINE - DORCHESTER COUNTY FAIR BOARD PRESENTS

*SPRING

DESICNER PURSE * PAMPERED CHEF * THIRTY=-ONE

Raffles Bring extra $$$
Tie-Breaker and participate
Prizes Sunday, March 23rd, 2025 P
Door Prizes ° G & Chi
o0/50 Doors open: 12 pm ame & Chiness
Quickie Games Games Begin: 2 pm s

Caroline County 4-H Park =W
8230 Detour Rd, Denton, MD 21629

Tickets: S30 in advance
35 at the door

Includes 9-card admission pack, 1 quickie game card,
1 raffle ticket & door prize ticket

Dinner Features our famous Pit Beef, Roll, Macaroni &
Cheese, Green beans & Applesauce.
Pre-orders of Pit Beef Dinners $17 per person.

Served from 12-2 PM
The kitchen will be open selling other foods & drinks.

5 % Contact Mary Lou at 443-521-0884 or
e BT _ Visit Our Website at _
% _® carolinedorchestercountyfair.com
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(FROM PAGE 6)

your steps and all that back and
forth. I used to do my bathrooms
first, then focus on dusting before
I vacuumed the entire house.
Once I started with one room
— in my case, the bathroom —
and worked my way from room
to room — [ was amazed at how
much quicker the process went.
Your system should ideally work
from top to bottom, left to right.
This keeps you from having
to go back and redo areas that
may have gotten soiled after you
dusted the areas above them! For
example, start with ceiling areas
on down — any dust you miss
will land on the floor or tables.
Anything you miss from dusting
your tables will land on the floor,
which will be sucked up by your
trusty vacuum!

* Stock Up: 1 always start my
cleaning with my downstairs —
and used to run out of steam by
the time I had to focus on the
upstairs area, usually because the
thought of dragging all my clean-
ing supplies and that big vacuum
of mine was just too much.

These days, I keep a caddy of
my favorite cleaning supplies in
several rooms in my house — so I
am never really that far away from
what I need. It helps keep me
more efficient, prevents backtrack-
ing and makes those everyday spot
clean-ups so much easier.

For starters, you should have
a counter cloth at each sink of
your house (kitchen and bath), a
dust cloth in each non-bathroom
area and if you have carpeting, a
vacuum on each floor.

* Go Green: 'm a huge fan of
green cleaning supplies and have

found that there are lots of great
options out there that help me
add sparkle to my house without a
lot of extra chemicals.

Microfiber cloths from Nor-
wex have been a life changer for
me and helped me streamline
my cleaning steps). In the past
year or so, | have done away with
virtually all non-organic cleaning
chemicals and disposable cleaning
supplies — no more paper tow-
els or antibacterial wipes for our
family.

If you are wondering if my
house is now coated with a layer
of grime and dirt, I can safely
assure you that it is quite the op-
posite! My home is cleaner than
ever and that I do not have to
spray everything with harmful
chemicals and then wipe it clean
is a bonus.

Seriously. I just use wet my Nor-

PIERS BULKHEADS RIP-RAP LIVING SHORELINES

SHORELINE
SOLUTIONS

MARINE CONSTRUCTION
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410-924-7432 « ShorelineSolutionsMD@gmail.com
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wex cloths, which have a built-in
an antibacterial agent, essentially
making my cleaning tools self
cleaning — and then rinse it and
hang it to dry until next time.

Most of these products are
anti-bacterial from the tiny silver
particles that are threaded in to
the fibers. The microfiber collects
even the smallest germs when wet
and those are then rinsed away
when you rinse them out.

The cloth then disinfects itself
naturally while it dries, ready for
its next use.

My toilets and sinks need a little
more help, especially with two
young boys frequenting them —
but I love that I can still go green
and keep their bathroom smell-
ing as if they don’t even use that
room!

There are lower cost alternatives
to out there — just do a search for

antibacterial cleaning supplies —
but having seen the magic that my
new cleaning arsenal has done on
my home, I definitely encourage
all my readers to give this type of
product and cleaning style a try!

Having a more natural, toxin-
free lifestyle is always better
— what could be better than a
healthier family and a healthier
Earth.

* Delegate Duties: This works
best if you have kids at home but
even if you live alone, you can
make your cleaning chores easier
with a delegation of duties.

I find that my cleaning day,
which for me usually occurs on
one of my days off, goes much
easier if I have done my cleaning
homework all week.

How much of your cleaning
time is spent moving things off of
surfaces so you can properly clean

them? If you spend a minute or
two daily making sure that the
clutter is under control, you will
find that the cleaning zips by in
no time.

For example, my oldest son is
responsible for making sure there
are no toys or clothes on the floor
in any room while my youngest
son gets counters and tabletops.

Any items they find go in a
basket at the bottom of the steps
that gets put away by the owners
at a later time.

If you give each family mem-
ber a declutter job (or just as-
sign yourself one each day), your
cleaning will zip by and you will
have more time to sit and relax in
that sparkly clean house of yours.

-~

(Editor’s Note: Kristine George is
a freelance journalist who resides in
Easton.)

Stay Cozy and
Warm This Winter!

Our store is full of alpaca products
that will keep you cozy throughout
the cold winter months.

We have alpaca socks, scarves,
sweaters, hats, gloves, mittens and
much, much more.

We also have an assortment of lovely
yarns for your special knitted or
crocheted projects.

All Men and Women's
Sweaters and Vest

30% OFF

(March 2025) ALPAC RM

8955 Tuckahoe Rd | Denton, MD

www.tuckahoetreasures.com

We witl fave NESTING BALLS
in Auidl. The birds take the
alpaca fiber out of the

ine balls to bine their
neat for afl the new
baby birds.

Stop by and see us!

(410) 479-2971

www.shorehomeandgarden.com 39

March 2025 e Shore Home & Garden



Vintage Horse
Harness
Brasses

Antique Discovery

By DeeDee Wood

(Editor’s note: DeeDee Wood is the
owner of Black Cat Curiosities, an online
antiques research and sales venue.)

horse brass is a decorative
medallion made of brass that
adorns the harness of a horse.

For show and pageantry, as well
as for status symbols of the past,
the horse brass has a rich history
rooted deep in Roman and Euro-
pean traditions.

In archeological digs, Iron
Age equivalents of more modern
brass medallions are found. Made
from iron and mainly bronze, due
to their metallic nature, they can still
be found intact today.

Called phalera, these Ancient Ro-
man harness decorations existed as
the first examples of adornment
and protections for an important
source of battle and societal trade
routes, (the horse being the moving

Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

mechanism of the day, from battle
use, trade routes, transportation and
ancient farm work).

As we enter into the month of
“Luck of the Irish” and St. Patrick’s
Day, horse brasses can be included

40

in “lucky items” category, much like

horseshoes or talismans.

A brass, found on the martingale,
head harness or other parts of the
parts that show or contain riding
mechanisms of a horse, depict

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



As we enter into the month
of “Luck of the Irish,” horse
brasses can be included among
“lucky items” category, much
like horseshoes or talismans.

(Photo courtesy DeeDee Wood)

scenes, places, mystical creatures,
Irish, English, Welsh or European
symbolism, and more.

The possibilities of what can be
found on a strapped-on embellish-
ment like a horse brass are endless,

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

with protection and superstitious
symbolism for luck and protective
symbol for the rider and horse.

Examples of the symbolism of
protection on one of these amulets
of the past include the evil eye, (to
ward off evil), shamrocks, (an Irish
tradition to provide good luck), and
other talismans and symbols to ease
the idea of ill will or bad luck while
on a horse or in battle.

During the use of draft horses
in England and Europe in the 18th
and 19th centuries, status symbols
were important for the conveyance
of prestige and positional societal
roles.

Symbols of this power and mes-
sage were portrayed in the horse
brass, with such depictions as family
crests, royal busts of heads of state,
estate symbols, family genealogical
symbols and other ways to express
the trades of the estate or families.

These eatlier brasses were utilized
as not only utilitarian, but as a rich
conveyance of these symbols and
messages, as well as still continuing
the ornamentation and supersti-
tions of the era.

Pageantry, decorative artistic sym-
bols, representation and messages
are the keys to brasses of this time
period.

Collections and the art of col-
lecting these shiny antique objects
continues to this very day.

A wide variety of symbols,
stamps, processes and uses prevail
in the world of horse brasses.

What was once an item actually
used on the harness equipment
of a horse became also a cheaper
production item made with lower
quality brass during the revolution

41

of industry in the latter part of
the 19th century. Displays, leather
straps, (a copy of a martingale), and
groupings of the brasses formed a
unique interest in an equine artifact.

Brasses have many techniques
and ways they are made.

The earliest brass medallions
were cast brass, a process of metal
smithing and casting in a mold,
performed by highly skilled artisans.

Stamped brass followed the cast
version, offering a lighter version
not made in a mold, but rather,
stamped out from lighter weight
sheets of brass, both providing eco-
nomical savings and lighter weight
hardware for the horse carrying
that load.

Both cast and stamped brasses
exist, but mainly what is available on
the market today is an economical,
souvenir-style vintage brass, made
mainly in the late 19th and early
20th centuries.

This is a nod to the work horses
of old from Europe that actually
had hand-crafted brasses on their
harnesses and equipment.

Itis interesting that an ornament,
often overlooked on a large animal
with much detail and embellish-
ment, even in today’s representa-
tions of formal occasions of equine
celebrations, has such deep roots in
ancient European folklore, supersti-
tion, and status management.

The conveyance of a particular
time period in a history that blends
tradition, industry and representa-
tion of trade and lineage told the
story of the the horse brass.

Brasses can be found, yet still, in
a wide variety of shapes, sizes and
themes out in the marketplace.
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How Enligshtening!

Catch me if you can ...

Leprechauns are key figures in Irish mythology and if you find one
of them, then according to folklore, you may claim his pot of gold.

« In I7ish folklore,

a leprechaun is one of the
faerie folk and are often
associated with faerie
forts, the ancient Celtic
settlements. According to
popular belief, this small
elf like figure is pictured
wearing traditional
emerald green clothes and
is often sporting a beard

and smoking a pipe.

* The leprechaun is a
cobbler by trade, but he has
a secret stash of gold

that he must reveal if you
can capture him. But by
his nature the leprechaun is
cunning and mischievous
and will try anything not to
hand over his gold.

¢ The name ‘Zepr ec/mun” is thought to have a number

of origins, from the Irish Gaelic for shoemaker ‘leath bhrégan’

to the Irish for pigmy, ‘leipreachdn.’

Information courtesy www.discoveringireland.com
Shore Home & Garden e March 2025 42

« In one tale, a young
farmer captures a
leprechaun and forces
him to hand over his
gold. The leprechaun
says that the gold is
hidden beneath a tree
in the woods and shows
him which one it is.
The farmer ties his red
scarf around the tree
and after making the
leprechaun promise not
to remove the scarf he
heads to his farm to get
a shovel. But when the
farmer returns, he finds
that the leprechaun has
tied a red scarf around

every tree in the woods.
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SAVIE THIE BATTE

StruttiVoludMUuttiifordlialbot

EHUmane)

Early Bird Registration opens March 1st!
Register ahead and save $5!

Day of $25 per dog, all receive great swag!

Blessing of the Animals 8:30A
Walk starts immediately after

Fun Dog Show in the park following!

P.O. Box 1143 7894 Ocean Gateway Easton, MD 21601
(410) 822-0107 info@talbothumane.org
T A I. B OT www.talbothumane.org

HUMANE

ﬁ STIHL Contact One of These
Stihl Dealers For
All Your Equipment
Needs

" “Qur hattery equipment feels |

just as powerful as gasoline.”
] I]S{:Dtt& Kelly Cengl'a Choptank Supply Inc

STIHL Battery-Powered Product Homeowners & 802 Crystal Ave.
Denton, MD

410-479-1233
www.choptanksupply.com
Lithinm-lon
*. r TR ™y
7 ' BGAS57
FSA57 ..._ e —— Eastern Service
reg. 199.99 i
A — CE VA p—  Cororton
MS 170 MS 250 199.99 -
chamnsaw  179.99 chamsaw 399, 99 f R Cambridge, MD
B T — / “Mio e conds 1o gl out, and | don'y
“im glad | ween with the 170-the 1 s VERY EASY o start Anditwil st Includes hanva ta mi fual. My wite lowes ifl” 41 0-228-0300
price and 1 dity are curstanding wasiy alter i1 Fas besan in use for & whiks, = usar YARDNUT
b s 2 e Q'g:a?aet:“y e S www.easternservice
tccessones sokd sepanaiely .
- . o corporation.com
4 proes ave [ Auvalable  partcpating dealers wivka wiopkes bt ‘The acisad bvind puide Bar leneyh mary vary boom the eflective cutting bengen based o0 mhvch powsrsead i imiatied on & 2016 5T JBiN Usi gHBaIs’I‘IH{
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HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

Your roof doesn'’t cover everything. At American
National, we support our policies with experi-
ence to help you feel confident that your home is
protected.

AUTO INSURANCE

Instant quotes and cheap premiums are great until
you realize you've picked the wrong coverage.
Our agents work to give you options

that meet your specific needs.

'T.L.DANIELS
W INSURANCE:

AUTO | HOME | BUSINESS

8662 Alicia Dr | Easton, MD | tim@tldaniels.com

410-822-5000 - 410-829-4987

ST. PATRICK'S.DAY

LIVE MUSIC BY: PADDY-O PLAYERS
TRADITIONAL IRISH DINNER
$25/PERSON (WITH CASH BAR)

OXFORDCC.ORG For Tickets
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Celebrating 34 Years of Excellence

J ‘-]‘:‘.gr« o .
Serving Queern Annev’_sﬂ.,_ Anne Arundel, Calvert, Caroline, Dorchester,
3 rKent, ngerse:\%'{'albot, Wicomico, and Worchester Counties.

- o L2 P
For the past 33 years, homeowners, real estate agents, businesses, and

government agencies have trusted Chesapeake Environmental Lab
to provide them with reliable and precise analysis for:

e Well and Septic Inspections ® Radium e Fluoride
e Drinking Water e Bacteria e Lead
e Recreational Water e Nitrate e Copper
e Radon Air / Water e Arsenic
Chesapeake
Environmental Lab
Water Analysis
Well & Septic Inspections

Lawn & Garden | Pet | Wild Bird | Farm & Home

ThM i ® (W elcome gp»ng/ 4

Soil Test, Lime, Fertilizer, Expert Advice, Mulch & More
=\

SPRING LAWN CARE!

Optimize your soil health so you can Food

save money and time by using only Treats
what is needed for a healthy and T

beautiful lawn. oys

We’re here to help! % Supplies

el
: S & More
Everything to

keep your pets
happy & healthy!

N OOl
www.themillstores.com | 410-778-1551 ! ® %ggj\‘mq, h
7121 Church Hill Rd, Chestertown, MD ﬁ%ﬁ&
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Preparing fried onion rings with chipotle mayo are so easy to make and add a refreshing twist to one’s menu. Your work

will get rave reviews.

(Photo by Deborah Walker)

Batter up: Texture imperative for onion rings

(Editor’s note: Deborah Walker has
written about food and recipes for 15 years,

She resides in Ocean City.)
T principles, acknowledgment
of personal preferences, and
ingenuity are the underlying phi-
losophies of cooking.
The proposal of “why” salvitates
one’s inner being with exploration
and satisfies the urge to exceed

he exploration of scientific

conventionalism. It is then and
only then one understands the true
meaning of a chef.

Shore Home & Garden ¢ March 2025

Food For Thought

A

By Deborah Walker

That being said, cookery has
reached an unequivocal state of
proficiency.

46

The absence of complexity does
not mean the introduction to sim-
plicity.

Details and their finer countet-
parts are crucial for the success of
a dish.

This process must be carefully
thought out, no matter the degrees
of straightforwardness.

With that thought in mind, let’s
delve into the mastery of onion
rings.

First and foremost, one should
consider the type of onion that
should be used.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com



Red onions are strong in flavor
and should be avoided. Sweet and
yellow onions are the next consid-
eration.

Sweet seems to be the overall
choice, but I prefer yellow. In other
wortds, it is up to the individual
cook.

Next, taste is key for superlative
fried onion rings.

Season your flour and taste the
onions after cooking for adjust-
ments.

There are only a few chances to
incorporate flavor, so don’t let any
pass you by.

Texture is imperative for suc-
cessful onion rings; the surface can
range from a cake-like consistency
to a coating that barely covers the
actual onion.

Let us start with the dry compo-
nents of the batter.

Pancake batter, tempura, flour,
cornmeal, and panko are possibili-
ties.

Trust me, I have tried them all and
have found that a combination of
flour, panko and baking powder are
the trinity for excellence.

The flour is the foundation, the
panko is the accent factor, and the
baking soda ensures lightness.

Batters also need a wet constitu-
ent to activate and add adherence to
the combination for frying;

Buttermilk, milk, water, eggs, and
beer are all possibilities.

Milk and eggs are standard but
the addition of beer is a winning
combination.

The carbon dioxide in beer en-
sures crispness and airiness that is
essential for mouthwatering onion
rings.

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

Fried onion Rings with Chipotle Mayo

Chipotle Mayo

Ingredients
1 1/4-cup mayonnaise

« Quarter-teaspoon stone-ground
mustard
- 1 tablespoon garlic powder
- 1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
- Half-teaspoon of prepared horse-
radish
« 2-3 teaspoons adobe sauce
(taken from 7-ounce can of chipotle
peppers in adobo sauce)
Directions
1. Using a medium size bowl, com-
bine ingredients until fully mixed.
Transfer to an airtight container
and refrigerate until ready to use.
Onion Rings

Ingredients
- 2 large sweet onions, peeled

« 3 cups all-purpose flour

» 1 cup unseasoned panko bread-
crumbs

- 1 teaspoon baking powder

« 4 teaspoons kosher salt, plus ex-
tra for garnishing

- 3 tablespoons garlic powder

- 3 teaspoons oregano

« 3 teaspoons smoked paprika

The type of oil is a crucial in-
gredient when making onion rings.
Canola oil is my only choice when
frying. It is light and has a high
smoking point.

When I made the recipe, to my
shock I did not have any canola oil.
I tried olive oil and what a disaster.

I had no other choice but run to
the store and grab some canola oil.

When frying the onion rings,
make sure you do not overcrowd
the pan, or the temperature of the

Secret ingredient
is ‘Tears.
“Delicious tears! The heart’s own

dew.”

— Letitia Elizabeth Landon
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- 2 teaspoons black pepper

*4 eggs

« Half-cup milk

- Half-cup beer (preferably lager or
pilsner)

- Canola oil for frying

» Coarse ground black pepper, to
taste.

Directions

1. Slice the onions into 1-4-inch
rings. Do not worry if they are not
unison. Variation can be a good
thing.
2. In a pie plate, whisk flour, panko,
baking powder, salt, garlic powder,
oregano, paprika and black pepper.

3. In a medium bowl whisk, eggs,
milk, and beer until thoroughly in-
corporated.
4. Using a fryer or cast-iron skillet,
fill enough oil to cover the rings.
Heat should be medium-high heat
or 375 degrees.

5. Fry onion rings until golden
brown and then place on a cooling
rack that is underlined with paper
towels. Add a dusting of kosher salt
and pepper, and serve immediately
with chipotle mayo.

oil will drop causing the rings to
become soggy.

When the onion rings are cooked,
place them on a cooling rack that is
underlined with paper towels. The
air is the final stage for crisping.

Placing fried foods on a plate
lined with paper towels is the worse
thing you can do. They sit on a
soggy towel which nullifies your
efforts.

In closing, onion rings are making
a comeback.

The frozen side has been rein-
vented and is now served with an
array of sauces.

They are so easy to make and add
a refreshing twist to one’s menu.

Fried onion rings with chipotle
mayo will get rave reviews. Enjoy!

~
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March events

Easton hosts St. Patrick’s parade, potato races

EASTON — The public is in-
vited to the 2025 St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration in downtown Easton
on March 17

The Easton Economic Devel-

opment Corporation’s festivities
include the annual parade at 5:30
with lively bands and decorated
golf carts.

After the parade, the crowd is

urged to stay downtown for the
fan-favorite St. Patrick’s Day Potato
Race, immediately after the parade,
hosted by the Talbot County Young
Professionals. ="

~
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'Watercolors for Beginners' class on March 20

CHESTERTOWN — A “Wa-
tercolor For Beginners” class will
be held on Thursday , March 20
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Riv-
erArts Community Arts Center at
343 High Street

The cost is $65.

The class, instructed by Denise
Dersch, is ideal for those new to
watercolor or seeking to better un-
Shore Home & Garden e March 2025

derstand this fluid and challenging
medium.

Students will explore essential
topics such as watercolor paper,
brushes, pigments, values, edges,
transparency versus opacity and
color theory.

Using a limited palette of primary
colors, participants will learn to
control water and pigments, experi-

48

ment with transparency and opacity,
and apply various techniques to
enhance their paintings.

Each session includes clear ob-
jectives, live demonstrations, and
a guided project, with all supplies
provided.

For more information, call 410-
778-6300 or e-mail info@chester-
tOWNIIVerarts.org. =g
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Children’s Book Swap slated for March 8

CHESTERTOWN — The
inaugural Children’s Book Swap is
scheduled for Saturday, March 8. It
will be at the Radcliffe Creek School
Great Room at 201 Talbot Blvd.

Organizers are asking growing
families if they have a pile of books
that children have outgrown or

CAMBRIDGE — The annual
Cambridge Coin Show is scheduled
for March 8, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
at American Legion Post 91 on
Route 50, at 98 Sunburst Highway.

Since 1972, the Cambridge Coin
Show has offered the opportunity

www.shorehomeandgarden.com

lost interest in, and to bring them.
They will accept books suitable for
infants through pre-teens.

Books will be collected at the
school on Thursday, March 6 and
Friday, March 7 from 4-7 p.m. or on
Saturday March 8 from 9-10 a.m.

Volunteers will make sure books

to explore the world of coin collect-
ing by interacting with dealers from
across the Mid-Atlantic and trading
collectible coins.

Approximately 20 dealers from
five states will be offering coins,
banknotes, tokens, and other col-
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are in gently-loved condition and
provide contributors a ticket for
each book you bring in. On Satur-
day, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., visitors
can shop for new-to-you books.
For more information, call 410-
778-8150 or e-mail info@radclif-
fecreekschool.org, *~»

s

lectibles for sale.

Third Party Grader ANACS will
be on site to accept submissions for
grading and authentication.

Visitors are invited to buy, sell,
and trade at the bi-annual Cam-
bridge Coin Show.™
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St. Michaels chocolate
crawl set for March 8

ST. MICHAELS — The seventh annual St. Mi-
chaels ChocolateFest crawl will be held on March 8
and will include restaurant chefs conjuring up amazing
delectable special menu items to showcase chocolate

GET OUT OF AUTO MODE inspired dishes and desserts.

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP The Chocolate Crawl will take place from 11 a.m.

with Robert Sullivan and Liz Guertin to 4 p.m., until it’s sold out throughout the town at
participating businesses and restaurants.

A workshop for anyone who is just starting There will be no tickets sold in advance, so come

out with their first DSLR or mirrorless
camera, or who mostly use Auto or Program
Modes when taking photos. It will combine
classroom instruction with field shooting.

hungry and bring cash to pay for delectable items.
Chocolate lovers will enjoy shopping throughout

town and sample amazing artisan chocolates, desserts,

wine, beer and spirits. Participants are urged to bring

y April e 11 - : : 1 1
Saturday, April 5 am-6pm $1 and $5 bills and bring family and friends.

' 2., 321 High St, Cambridge, MD For more information, visit https://www.stmi-
Charéteedfe dorchesterarts.org chaelsmd.™y>>
CenterfonheArts ART FOR ALL!

THE ART OF
THE BOARD:
CHARCUTERIE
WORKSHOP

T HE

M ODERN
presented
by| CRAZE

LIMITED TICKETS!

MARYLAND WINE MONTH EVENT
SATURDAY, MARCH 15TH (1-3P)
TICKET LINK: HTTPS://BIT.LY/FESW-ARTOFBOARD

8370 OCEAN GATEWAY, EASTON, MD 21601
(410) 690-8756 | tastingroom@feswinery.com
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‘Tis the Season to
Be Comforta blle'

Whether your HVAC is on its last leg or your insulation isn’t
keeping the conditioned air in, we’ve got you covered!

Save up to $10,000 with Utility Rebates

Basement Waterproofing Crawl Space Encapsulation

Air Sealing & Insulation Heating & Cooling

Energy Audits T‘@S-E'A‘é Structural Repair
PERFORMANCE

8625 Brooks Drive, Easton, MD 21601
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NEW COMPUTERS REMOTE SERVICE

W22

COMPUTER SERVICE

‘\\\W e

N BEST OF

EASTERN SHORE -

IMACS
& IPADS
IN STOCK!

¢| oFFgﬁP
WE REPAIR K /\
Sh kD v Maintenance
Sl heilasest v On-Line Backup K
sy v Data Recovery TOTAL HOME
v Broken Laptop Screen
v Virus Removal
v Computer Upgrades SYSTEMS

CALL US TODAY! 9231 CENTREVILLE ROAD

EASTON, MD

SCAN THE QR CODE TO GO STRAIGHT TO OUR SITE JCSCOMP.NET




